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Th5 life op 

JoHw Churchill. 

CntTRCHiLL* dukc of 
Marlborough, and prince of the 
' ^ hoi/ Rojpan empire, was elde^l 
, ^ Ton ^of fir Winlton Cbotchilh 
^ ^ ' If and bom at Aihe, in Devon'** 

(hire, on Midfnmmcr-day, t« 

the year i650< 

A dergyman m the Jieighbonthood indraaed 
firm m ptincipTes of iherature ; bite 

hia;iPmer havi% other views than wht^ 9 
le^ed education afibrded, carried him very 
tifly to court, where he wia pwticularfy fa- 
i^VoL. IX. B voured 




3; BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

voured by James duke of York, when he was 
no more than twelve years of ag«. 

He had a pair of coiouis given him in the 
guards during the Dutch war, about the 
year 1666 ; afwwards obtained leave to 
go over to r4^ier7When in our hands, and 
befieged by the^oors; where he rclided for 
fome time, andKuItivated attentively the ici- 
ence of arms. IJpon his return to Kngland, 
he attende^fonu^tly at court, and was greatly 
refpedled 4 yy both^e king and the duke. 

In the year 167 j, tiic Juke ol iVlOiimoj h 
commanding a boA of F.nglilh auxiliaries in 
the fcrvice ol' Fran^', Mr. Churchill attended 
him, and was af er made a captain of 

grenadiers in hijgrace’s own 'cgiment He 
had a (hare in all tnc adions oi that famous 
campaign againft the Dutch ; and at the fiegc 
of Nimeguen dtAinguiihed hiniielf io much, 
that he was particularly taken notice of by the 
celebrated maiflial Turenne, w^ bellowed on 
him the name of theHandfume Englidiman. 

He (hone out alfo with fo much eclat at the 
redudion of Madlrkhi, that the French king 
thanked him for his behaviour at the head of 
the line ; and alTured him, that he would ac« 
quaint his fovereign with it; which he did : 
and the duke of Monmouth, on his return to 
England, told the king his father, how much 
he had been indebted to the bravery of captain 
Churchill. 

The laurels he brought from France^ re 
fure to gain him preferment at home ; accor&M 

ingl 



JOHN CHURCHILL. 3 

ingly the king made him a lieutenant-colonel, 
and the duke^adc him gentleman of his bed- 
chamber, and foon after mailer of the robes. 
The fecond Dutch war l^ing over, colonel 
Churchill was again ob^ed tcwpafs his days 
at court, where he behaviwl wit!* great prudence 
and circumfpe^tion in the tt^jublefome times 
that enfued. Jf 

In the beginning of the ^^J 9 » when the 
duke of York was conftraiPKd to«.retire from 
England to the Low-countt^s, colonel Church- 
ill attended him, as he diej! throughout all his 
peiegriiiations, till he wf^CufFered to refide 
again in London. While^^c waited upon the 
duke in Scotland, he had .i^fregiment of dra- 
goons given him ; and thinking it now time 
to take a coafort, he made his addrefles to Mrs, 
Sarah jennings, who waited on the lady Artnc, 
afivrwards queen of Great- Britain. This 
youiig lady, then about twenty-one years of 
age, and univerlal’y admired both for perfon 
and wit, he married in the year 168 j, and 
thereby ftrengthened the intcreft he already had 
at court. 

In the fpring of the year 1682, the duke of 
York^returned to London ; and having ob- 
tained leave to quit Scotland, refolved to fetch 
his family from thence by fca. For this pur- 
pofe, he embarked on the fecond of May, but 
uni uckiJfV.r^ upon the Lemon Oar, a danger- 
ousj^SKd that i^s about fixteen leagues' from 
t^ mouth of the Humber; where his Ihip was 
with fome men of quality, a^d upwardsi 
B 2 



4 BRITISH PLUTARCH, 
of one hundred and twenty perfons on boftrd 
her. He was particularly carefol of colonei 
Churchill’s fafety, and took him into the boat 
iti which hinifelf el^aped. 

^ The firll »^ma\by his rjnyal highnefs of 
his intereft, hi^eturn to court, was to 
obtain a title foj^ his favourite ; who, by let- 
ters-patent, bea^ng date on the firft of Decem- 
ber, 1682. was seated baron of Eymouth, in 
Scotland, aj^ alb appointed colonel of the 
third troop of guilds. 

He was continu^ in all his polls upon the 
coming of ki-g jApesIl. to the crown, who 
fent him alfo his aim)airador to France to no- 
tify his accelTion. |;)Sn his return, he alTilied at 
the coronation, of the twenty -third of April, 
1685 j and in May following was created a 
peer of England, by the title of baron Church- 
ill, ofSandiidge, in the county of Hertford. 

In June, lord Chui chill being then lieute- 
nant-general of his majelly’s forces, was or- 
dered into the well to Tupprefs the duke of 
Monmouth’s rebellion ; which he did in a 
month’s time, with an inconfiderable body of 
horfe, and took the duke himfelf prifonrr. 
Ht was extremely well received by the^cing 
at his return from this viflory, but Toon dis- 
cerned, as it is faid, the bad e0e£ls it pro- 
duced, by confirming the king in an opinion, 
that, by virtue of a (landing- arms^he reli- 
and government of Engiy& nuglh vTily 

changed. How far lord^Churchill - 
Ciitxed with) or oppofed, the king, while Htt 


JOHN CHURCHILL. 5 
was forming^ this projeft, is hardly known. 
He does not ’appear to have been guilty of any 
mean compliances, or to have had any con* 
cern in advifing or executing the violent pro* 
ceedings of th.it*unhap^/ tcigu^v^ on the con- 
trary, bilhop Burnet tells uSjj tKat “ he very 
prudently declined meddling much in bufinefs, 
fpokc little except when his advice was afked, 
and then always recommendied jjjiodeiate niea* 
fures.** it is faid; he dcfVared very early to 
the lord Galway, that, if^is maAe* attempted 
to overtuni the cilabiilhe</ religion, he wo'dJ 
leave him ; and, that hc^.^-ned rhe n:iemoriaI 
tiaiifniitied to the prince ar’^d^orinceOcf Orange, 
by which they were invirc^^ to relcue this na- 
tion f>om popery and ilaveVy, Ej lids as it 
will, it is certain that he remained with, anJ 
wascruruftcJ by, the king, after the p ince of 
Orange was landca ou the fiftli of November, 
1688. 


He attended king James, w'hen he marched 
with his forces to oppote the prince, and had 
the command of five thoufand men ; yet the 
carl of Feverfhnm, fufpe^ling his inclinations, 
advifed the king to feize him. The king’s af- 
fe£lion to him was fo great, that he could not 
be prevailed upon to do it ; and this left him 
at liberty to go over to the prince ; which he 
accordingly did, but without betraying any 
pod ytng oiF any troops. 

^^Whoever cej^nders the great obligations lord 
J^hurchdl lay under to king James, muft natu- 
l^ralJy conclude, that he could not take the te- 
B 3 folution 



6 BRITISH PLUTARCH, 
ibiution of leaving him, and withdrawing t® 
the prince of Orange, but with* infinite con- 
cern and regret ; and that this was really the 
cafe, appears very plainly from the following 
letter, whicl^he leftlfor the king, to fhew the 
reafons of his condt)£l, and to exprefs his 
grief for the flep he was obliged to take. 

••SIR,; 

SIN CE mei9<ire feldomfurpef^ed of fin- 
ccrity, when they contrary to their interefts; 
and though my behaviour to your ma- 

jcfly, in the worftLf times, for which J ac- 
knowledge my p^!r fervices much overpaid, 
may not be Tuflicifent lo incline you to a chari- 
table interpretation of my adtions ; yet 1 hope 
the great advantage I en.oy under your ma- 
jefly, which I can never expect in any other 
ch.inge of government, may reafonably con- 
vince your majefty and the woild, that I am 
adtuated by an higher principle, when 1 offered 
that violence to mv inclinaticn and intereft, as 
to defert your majefty, at a t’.ine when yoUr 
afta’i s feem to challenge the llridtell obedience 
fium all your fubjedts ; much more from one 
who lies under the greateft obligations imagin- 
able to your mwjelly. This, Sir, could pro- 
ceed fiom nothing, but the inviolab’e didtates 
of my c.iifticnce, and a neceili[jpa#ij^rn for 
my religion, which no good /fan can oj^l^ofe, 
and with which 1 am inltrudled nothing 
to come in competition. 

Heavefl 
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Heaven knows with what partiality my 
dutiful opinfcn of your majelly has hitherto 
reprefented ihofe unhappy dcfigns, which in- 
co.ifideratcand felf- interfiled men have framed 
againft your maydy’s trui interell and the pro- 
teiiant religion ; but. a/. 1 can 'no longer join 
with fuch, to give a pictence by conqiieft to 
bring tUMn to effcfl, fo I wilbaKvays, with the 
hnzii J of my life and fortune, fo much your 
majelty’s due, endeaveur to.prefervc your royal 
pr‘r<on and lawful light, ^with all ^he tender 
concern and dutiful refpei^ that beconrei 
‘‘^‘.Vour Majelly^ 


Lord Churchill was gracioufly received by 
the prince of Orange ; and it is fuppofed to 
have been in confequence of his lordfhip’s fol- 
Iicitation, that prince George of Denmark 
took the fame flep, as his confi'>rt the princefs 
Anne did foon after, by the advice of lady 
Churchill. He was intrutted, in that critical 


conjuncture, by the prince of Orange, firll to 
re-afTembie his troop of guards at London, 
and afterwards to reduce fome lately railed re- 
giments, and to new-model the army; for 
which purpofe he was invefled with the rank 


and title of lieutenant general. 

The prince and princefs of Orange being 
declanf 4 %LiMg and queen of England upon 
tb^fnxth of fil^ebruary, 1689, lord Churchill 
/^as, on the fourteenth, fworn of their privy- . 
[ council, and one of the gentlemen of the bed- 
* B 4 chamber 
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chamber to the king ; and, on the ninth of 
April following, was raifed to "the dignity of 
earl of Marlborough, in the county of Wilts. 

He alhlled at the coronation of their maje* 
ilies, and was foon^ter madf commander-in- 
chief of the Krjglifli Wees fent over to Hol- 
land, He prefided at the battle of Walcourt, 
which was fought upon the fifteenth of April, 
1689, and gave fuch extraordinary proofs of 
his ficiil, thac^prinpe Waldeck, fptaking in his 
commendation toUting William, declared. 
That Ikj faw more mto the art of war in a day 
than fome generaj^^n many years. 

It is to be obfeitved, that king William 
commanded this in Ireland ; which was 
the reafbn of the earl of Marlborough’s being 
at the head pf the Englifh troops in Holland ; 
wheic he laid the foundation of that fame 
among foreigners, which he afterwards ex- 
tended all over Europe. 

He next did great fervices for king Wiliiatn 
in irclwid, by reducing Cork, and lomc other 
places of much importance; in all which he 
ihtwc'd fuch tii»coj(nnoon abilities, that, on his ^ 
h. if appearance at court after his return, the 
king wa$ pleafed to fay. That he knew no man 
fo he for a general, who had feen fo few cam- 
paigns.’’ 

^ilUhefe fervices, notwiihftanding, did not 
lander his bcii g difgraced in ^ nexM futldftjg 
manner; for, being in waitijfg at ebutte*) 
lord of the bed chamber, and having intrp 
duced to his majefty lord George Haroiiton 
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he was P'ori followed to his own houfe by 
that fame with this ftiort and fnrprii ig 

mefiage, bat the king had no farther occalion 
for his fervkes : the more furprift ■ as his 
majefty, juft before, had not dikbv. 'i the 
leaft coldnefs or difpleafure towards him* The 
caufc of this difgrace is not even at pre*mt 
known ; but only expe^ed to have proceeded 
from his too clofe attachment fo theintereft 
the princefs Anne. ‘ * 

This ftrange and unexpefted lilo#vas Ad- 
lowed by one much ftrang^r, for foon after he 
was committed to the Tqw^r forhigh-treaCbirj 
but was releafed, andt^ a^cquitted, upon 
whole being diicovered t/>* be nothing lAOfe 
than the effects of a vile confpiracy againit 
him. 

After queen Mary’s death, when the intc- 
lefts of the two courts were brought td a bet- 
ter agreement, king William thought iit to r-e^ 
call the earl of Marlborough to his privy- 
council ; and, upon the nineteenth of June, 
1^698, appointed him governor to the duke 0f 
Gloucefter, with this extraordinary compli- 
ment, Make him bat what you are, and 
my nephew will be all I wdfh to fee him.^ 

His lordihip continued in favour to ite 
time of the king’s death, as appears from Ids 
having been three times appointed one of the 
lords iuftices during his a^nce 5 namely, oa- ' 
tbe^ tlxceenth of July, 1698; on the thirty' 
jfffeofMay, 1699; and on the twenty. 
;^f^June, 1704* 

B 5 
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As Toon as it was difcerned, that the death 
of Charles IL of Spain would become the oc- 
cafion of another general war, the king fent 
a body of ttoops over to Holland, and made 
lord Marlborough commander in chief of them. 
He appointed him alfo amba^ador extraordi- 
nary, and mini Her plenipotentiary to their 
hign-mightinelTes ; upon which he went im- 
mediately over to Holland. The king fol- 
lowing, and taking a view of the forces, dined 
with tne «arl of Marlborough at his quarters 
on the thirtieth ofiOftober, 1700; and this 
was one of the- lad !l^arks of honour and favour 
he received from ting William, who died on 
the eighth of Maicn following, unlefs the 
recommendation of his lordihip to the princefs 
of Denmark, a little before his death, as the 
propereft perfon to be trailed with the com- 
mand of the army which was to proted the 
liberty of Europe. 

About a week after the king’s death, he was 
clewed knight of the moll noble order of the • 
garter ; and foonv after declared captain-gene- 
ral of all her majeHy^s forces in England and 
abroad : upon which hp was immediately fent 
Cfver to the Hague with the fame character 
had the year Uiibre. His (lay in Hol- 
. land was very Ihort, only juR long enough to 
give the ftates-general the necclfary alTurances 
of his-miRrefs's fmeere intention to purfue the 
plan that had formerly been fettled. TTte 4 ates 
concurred with him in all that he propo&d, 
and made him captain general of all tbeiW 

forccS 



JOHN CHURCHILL, ii 

forcest appointing hlia^one hundred thoufand 
liorins per ann^im. 

On his return to England^ he found the 
queen's council already divided ; fome being 
for carrying thejivar on as auxiliaries only ^ 
others for declaring againd France and Spain 
immediately, and fo becoming principals at 
once. The earl of Marlborough joined with 
the latter ; and thefe carrying their point, war 
was declared upon the fourth of May, 1702, 
and approved ^terwards by parliament, tho* 
the Dutch, at that time, haa not declared. 

I'heeail took the commytid on the twentieth 
of June; and, difcerning that the dates were 
made uneai'y by the places which the enemy 
held on their irontiers, he began with attack- 
ing and reducing them. Accordingly, in this 
iingle campaign, he made bimfelt mailer of 
the callles or G raven broeck and Waerts; the 
towns of Venlo, Ruiemond, and Stevenf- 
waert ; together with the city and citadel of 
Liege ^ which lad was taken fword in hand* 
Thefe advantages were coniiderable, and 
acknowledged as fuch by the Hates, but they 
had like to have been of a very fhori date ; 
for th^ army feparadng in the neighbou^rhood 
of Liege, on the third ol November, |Lhe earl 
wds. taken the next day, in his pai^ge^by >ya^ 
ter, by a fnwll party of thirty from the 
garriibn at tiueldres ; but it being towards 
night,; and tb^ earl infilling upon an old pafs 
and ^pw jput of date, 
tp. aad at the 

L * B 6 Hague 
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Hague, when they were in the ntmoll conftei^ 
nation at the accident which «had befallen 
him. 

The winter approaching, the earl embarked 
for England, and arrived ii^ London on the 
twency«eighth of November. The queen had 
been eomplimented fame time before by both 
hoafes of parliament, on the Anrcefs of her 
arms »n Flanders ; in confeqoeRcc of which, 
there had been a public thankfgiving on the 
fourth of^Novembjr, when her majefty went 
in greet (lace to St. Pears. 

Soon after, a .committee of the houfe of 
commons waited upon the earl with the thanks 
of the hottfe ; and, on the fecond of Decern-* 
ber, majefty declared her fntention in 
coondl, of creating his lord (hip a duke ; 
which fte foon after did, by the title of mar- 
quis of Bland ford) and duke of Marlborough. 
She like wife added a pen (ion of five thoufand 
pounds per annum out of the pOft ofiice dunng 
her own life ; and fent a meftage to the boufe 
of commons, iignifying her de<ftre, tbat it 
Jidght attend the honour (be had lately coa- ^ 
fgrtcd : hut with this the houfe would not 
comply; contenting themfelves, in their ad* 
drefs to the queen, with applauding her man- 
ner of rewarding pubHe lervice, but declaring 
their inability to make fuch a precedent for 
alienating the revenue of the crown. 

He was on the point of returning to Hol- 
land, wheii, on the eighth of Febmary, 
1702-5, his tlidy font the marqdise^f Rlahdw' 

fOid, 
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Iprd, died at Cambridge^ at the. age of eigh<i>» 
teen. Thit ^i^ng accide&t did not, how* 
ever, long ix^tard his grace ; but he pafled 
over to Holland, and arrived at the Hague oa 
the £xth of Majeh. 

The nature of our work will not Atfer 
to relate all the military in whic^ the duke 
of Marlborough was engaged ; it is folieient 
to fay, that, oumeroas as they were, they were 
all focccfsfttl. The French had a great army 
this year in Flanders, in^ the LoAU-coontries^ 
and in that part of Germany which the eledVor 
of Cologn had put into {heir hands ; and pro^ 
digioas preparations were made under the moft 
experienced commanders : but the vigilance 
and adlivity of the duke baffled them all* 

When the campaign was over, his grace 
went to DuiTeldorp, to meet the emperor^ 
then lliled Charles III. king of Spain, w1m> 
made him a prefent of a ri(% fword from his 
fide, with very high compliments ; and then 
returning to the Hague, after a very ftioit 
Hay, came over to England. 

He arrived on the thirteenth of Odiober, 
iyi03 ; and ioon after^. king Charles Ilf* 
whom he had accompanied to the Hague, 
oame likewife over to England, and arrived at 
Spithead the day after ChriHmas-day ; upon 
wbkh the dukes of Somerfet and Marlbo* 
rough were immediately fent down to receive 
condudl him to Windsor. 

: > Ja the i>egiBiHUig of January, the' itaies^ge. 
(j»ml defired leave of her snajefly for his grace 

of 
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of Marlborough to come to the Hague f 
whic h being granted, bis grace embarked on 
the fiiteenih, and palled over to Rotterdam. 
He went fjom thence immediately to the 
Hague, where he communic.i^*d to the pen- 
fionary his leuft- of the neceflity there was of 
attempting lomething the ntxt campaign for 
the relief of the emperor, whoie ahausat this 
time weie in the utmoft difticfs, having the 
Bavarians on one hoe, ar*d the Hungaiian 
maleconteots on the^othcr, making incurfjons 
to the very gates of Vienna, while his whole 
force icarce enabled to maintain a tieien- 
five war. This feheme being approved tfp 
and the plan of it being adjuUed, the duke 
returned to England on the tuurteenth of Fe- 
bruary. 

When the roeafurcs were properly fettled at 
home, the duke, on the eighth of April, 1704, 
embarked for Holland; where haying about a 
month to adjuh the nccclTary fteps, he began 
his march towards the heart of Germany ; and, 
after a conference held with the prince Eugene 
of Savoy, and Lewis of Baden, he arrived ^ 
before the ftrong entrenchments of the enemy 
at Schellenburg, very unexpectedly, on the 
twenty-hrll of June; W'hom, after an obiti* 
nate and bloody dilpute, he entirely routed. 
It was on this occafson, that the emperor 
wrote the duke a letter with his own hand, 
acknowledging his great fervices, and offering 
him ft dde of a prince of thc empue which 

cihe 
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he modeftly declined, till the queen afterwards 
commanded lym to accept of it. h 

He profecuted this fucceis, and the battle of 
Hochllet was fought by him and pi i nee Eu- 
gene on the fecond of Auguft; when the 
French and Bavarians were tlie gteaceft part of 
them killed and taken, and their commander^ 
marihal Tallard, made a prifbner. 

After this glorious a£lion, by which the em- 
pire was faved, and the whole eledlorate of 
Bavaria conquered, the duke condnued his 
purfuit, till he forced thelFrench to repafs the 
Rhine. Then prince Lewis of Baden laid 
fiege to Landau, while the duke and prince 
Eugene covered it ; but it was not taken be* 
fore the twelfth of November. He made a 
tour aifo to Berlin ; and, by a Hiort negotia- 
tion, fufpended the difputes between the king 
of PrulTia and the Dutch, by which he gained 
the good will of both parties. 

When the campaign was over, be returned 
to Holland, and, on the fourteenth of Decem- 
ber, arrived in England. He brought over 
with him marfhal Tallard, and twenty- iix 
other officers of diHinflion ; one hundred and 
twenty one dandards, and one hundred and 
feventy-nine colours ; which, by her majedy’s 
order, were put up in Wedminder-hall. 

He was received by the queen and her royal 
confort, with the highed marks of efteem, and 
had the folemn thanks of both houfes of par- 
liament. Beddes this, the commons addre/Ted 
her majedy to perpetuate the njieinory of this ' 

•sirptra Jailcri^^a PuWiC Lilrfi^ ^ 
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vidory ; which flie did, by granting Wood- 
ftock, with the hundred of Wotton, to him 
and his heirs for ever. This was confirmed by 
an aft of parliament, which pafild on the four- 
teenth oF March following, thii remark- 
able claufc, that they fhould be held, by ten- 
dering to the queen, her heirs, and fucceffors, 
on the Itcond of AuguA,. cvny year, for ever, 
ar the caitic f»f Windlbr. a Aandard with three 
Bears de lys painted rhciton. 

On ihcdixih of [:yiuary, * he duke was feaAed 
by the city ; and, on thec.ghih of February, 
the commons addrefied rhe queen, to teltify 
their thanks for the wife treaty, which the 
duke had concluded with the court of Berlin, 
by which a large body of PruflSan troops 
were fent to the aAiAance of the duke of Sa- 
voy 

The next year, 170^, he went over to 
Holland in March, with a defign to execute 
fome great fehemes, whi--!. he had been p'^o- 
jeftirig in the winter. The cJimpaign was at- 
tended with fome fucccAci., which would have 
made a confidcrable figurt ii: a campaign under 
any other general, but arc fcarccly worth men- 
tioning where phe duke of Marlborough com- 
manded. He could not carry into elution 
bis main projeft, on account of the impedi- 
ments he met with from the allies, and in this 
tefpeft was greatly difappuinted. 

I'l.e feafon for aftion being over, be made 
a tOJi to the courts of Vienna, Berlin, and 
Hanovei. At the firA of rlrcTe, he acquired 

the 
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the 'entire confidence of the new emjperor Jo* 
feph, who prefented him with the principality 
of Mindelheim : at the fecond, he retiewea 
the contrail for the Prollian forces : and, at 
the third, he rtliored a perfect harmony, and 
adjufted every thing to the eleiTlor’s fatisfac- 
tion. After he returned to the Hague, 
and, towards the chff^ of the year, embariced 
for, and ariivcd r.ifc in, Fngbnd. 

Upon the J;i* uai'/ following, the 

hou^e of c<nnhUiLt vriie to n rtfolntion, to 
thank his grace ol rvlailbon)ugl. as well for 
hii. pindent negoiiarions* as for his great fer* 
vices; hut, notwithilanding this, it veiy foon 
appeared, that there was a iirong party formed 
again the war, and ileps were taken to cen- 
sure and di the condu£i of the duke. 

All thii'gs btfig CO. cei"’d for rendering the 
next yeai’s caiT;p.::gn more fuccefsful than the 
former, the duKc, ip rhe bceinning of April, 
1706, cnibarke/’ (o, .’iollaoa. This year tW 
famous battle or miilics was fought, and 
won, upon the tvve f ii of May, being Whiu 
funday. The duk'* u^as twice here in the ut* 
mod: danger, once by a fall from bis horih, 
and a fecond time by a cannon-fhot, whicll 
took off the head of colonel Bingfield, as he 
was holding the llirrup for his grace to re* 
mpunt. 

The advantages gained by this victory were 
fo far improved by the vigilance and wifdoin of 
(he duke, that JUouvain, firufl'els, Mechlin, 

and 
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and even Ghent and' Bruges, Aibinitted to 
king Charles III. of Spain without a ftroke ; 
and Ouden ird furrendcred upon the firft fum- 
mons. The city of Antwerp followed this ex- 
ample. And thus, in the«fhort fpace of a 
fortnight, tfie duke reduced all Brabant, and 
the marquifi te of the holy empire, to the obe- 
dience of king Charlca. He afterwards took 
the towns of Ollend, Menin, Dendermondc, 
and Actli. 

' The fbrees of the allies, after this glorious 
Campaign, being about to feparate, his grace, 
on ihe fixtetrith of OAober, went to the 
Hague ; where the propofals, which France 
had made for peace, contained in a letter from 
the eic 61 or of Bavaria to the duke of Marl- 
borough, were communicated to the miuiftcrs 
of the allies ; after which his grace embarked 
for England on the fifteenth of November. 

He arrived at London upon the eighteenth 
of November, 1706 ; and, though at this 
time the e was a party formed againft him at 
court, yet the great Services he had done ihe 
nation, and the perfonal ellecm the queen -al- 
<May5 Had tor him, procured him an univerfal 
good reception. 

The houfe of commons, in their addrefs to 
the queen, fpoke of the fuccefs of the cam- 
paign in general, and of the duke of Mail- 
borough’s Ihare in particular, in the llrongcdl 
terms poflible; and the day after unanimojAy 
voted him their thanks ; and the lords did tho 

fame. 
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fame. They went flill farther; for, on the 
fevenicenth December, they ad 4 reflcd the 
queen for leave to bring in a bill to fettle the 
duke’s honours upon the male and female if- 
fue of his daughters. This was granted ; and 
Blenheim houife, with the manor of Wood- 
Hock, was, after the deceafe of the duchefs, 
upon whom they were fettled in jointure, en- 
tailed in the fame manner with the honours. 

Two days after this, the llandards and co- 
lours taken at Ramillies b^dng carried in Hate 
through the city, in order to be hung up in 
Guildhall, his grace of Marlborough was in- 
viied to dine wi.h the lord-mayor, which he 
accordingly did. 

The Ufi day of the year was appointed for 
a geneial thankfgiving, and her majcHy went 
in Hate to St Paul’s; in which there was this 
fingularity obleivtd, that it was the fecond 
thankfgiving within the year. 

On the fevei, teeth of January the houfc of 
commons prelented an addrefs to the queen, in 
which they fignificd. That, as her majelly had 
built the houfc of Blenheim to perpetuate the 
memory of the duke of Mariborough’s fer- 
vices ; and, as the hou/e of lords had or- 
dered a bill for continuing his honours ; fo 
thev were defraus t . make fotne pro^ifion for 
the more honourable fupport of his dignity. 
In confequerce of this, and of the queen’s an* 
fwer, the penfion of five thoufand pounds per 
annum from the port office was fettled in the 
manner the queen had formerly defired of ano- 

‘tber 
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tEbhpure of commons, who happened not to 
be in quite fo good a tamper. 

Theie points adjufted, his grace madehafie 
to return cd his charge, it being thought ne* 
celTary he fhould acquaint*the foicign mini* 
flers at the Hague, that the queen of Great** 
Britain would hearken to no propo/kls of peace 
but what would iirnily fecure the general tran* 
quilHty of Europe. 

The campaign of the year 170; proved the 
moll baficn one he ever made; which was 
chiefly owing to a failure on the part of the 
allies, who began to flag in fupj.ortiwg the 
common caulb. Nor did things go on more 
to his mind at home ; for, upon his return to 
England, after the campaign was over, he 
found that the fire, which he fuTpcbltd the 
year before, had broke out in hi', abience ; 
that the queen had a female fa\‘vH!r3te, who 
was in a fair way of fupplanti!!^; the duchefs ; 
and that he liflened to the iuiiiiU'itions of a 
flatefman, who was no fiiend h) him. he is 
faid to have borne all thi<> wiih hrmnefs and 
patience, though he eahly favv whithet it 
tended ; and wtnt to Holland, as ufual, early 
in the fpring of the year 1708, arriving at the 
Hague on the nirctccnth of March. 

' 1 he enfui! g carrpaig/j was canied on by 

the dukf, in ^.onjur ttjon wi--' prince Eugene, 
with fiich piorligiuds luccefs, that the French 
king ihou^du fit, in the beginning of the year 
lypQ, to let on foot a negotiation for peace. 

The 
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The hogfe of commons this year gave an 
uncommon teftjmony of their refpedl for the 
duke of Marlborough ; for, beiides addreffing 
the queen, they, on the twenty iecond of 
nuary, 1708-9, unanimoufly voted thanks to 
his grace, and ordered them tO bej^ranfmittcd 
to him abroad by the fpeaker. 

His grace returned to England on the twen« 
ty-fifth of February ; and, on his firti appear-^ 
ance in the houfe of lords, received the thanks 
of that auguft alTembly. His ilav ws^ fo very 
fliort, that we need not dwell upon what 
paiTed in the winter. It is fufficient to (ay, 
that they, who feared the dangerous effedls of 
thofe artful propofals France had been making 
for the concluiion of a general peace, were 
alfo of opinion, that no body was io capable 
of fetiing their danger in a true light in Hol- 
land, as his grace of Marlborough. This in^ 
duced the queen to fend him thither, in the 
latter end of March, in the character of her 
plenipotentiary ; which contributed not a lit- 
tle to the enemy’s diiappointment, by defeating 
all their projeds. 

Marfhal Villars commanded the Trench ar- 
my, in the campaign of the year 1709 ; and 
Lewis X 1 V« expreiied no fmall hopes of him, 
in flying, a little bt fore the opening of it, 
that “ Villars was never beat.” However, 
the hege of Tournay, and the battle of MaL 
plaquet, convinced die monarch, that Villara 
was no| invincible. 

Upon 
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Upon the news of the glorious vidory 
gained upon the firft of Augwft, 1709, the 
city of London renewed the congratulatory 
addrelTcs to the queen ; and her majefty in 
council, on the third of 0*^lobcr following, 
ordered a pnoclaniation for a general ihankf- 
giving. 

The duke of Marlborough came to St. 
James’s on the lenth 'T November, and (bon 
after rcccivea tiu* thiaKs of both houfes; and 
the queao, as it d^^li 'us of any occahon to 
(hew her kindne's to nis grace, appointed liirn 
lord lieutenant, anu cuilos r'tuloru n, ol ihe 
county ')f Oxford, But, amidll tlv'fc honours, 
prefer,^ 'cnts, and lavours, the duke was really 
chagrined to the lall degree. He perceived, 
that the French intrigues began to prevail 
both in England and Holland ; the a^air of 
Dr. Sacheverell had thrown the nation into a 
ferment ; and the queen was not only edranged 
from the duchefs of Marlborougn, but had 
taken fuch a diflike to her, that (he fcldom ap- 
peared at court. 

In ihe beginning of the year 1710, the 
French fet on foot a new negotiation for a 
peace, which was commonly dillinguilhed by 
the title of the treaty of Gertrudenburg. The 
flates general, upon this, having Oiewn an in* 
dtnation to enter into conferences with the 
French plenipotentiaries, the houfe of com- 
mons immediately framed an addrefs tp the 
queen, that ihe would be pleafed to fen^ the 

duke 



JOHN CHURCHILL. 23 

duke of Marlborough over to the Hague. 
She did fo ; aud, towards the latter end of 
February, his grace went to the Hagye, where 
he met with prince Eugene, and foon after fet 
out with him for the army, which was aflem* 
bled in the neighbourhood of Tournay. 

This campaign was very fuccerbful, many 
towns being taken and fortrelTes reduced : 
notwiihflanding which, when the duke came 
over to England, as he did about the middle 
of Dec^^mber, he found his interefl: declining, 
and his ferviccs fet at nought. The negotia- 
tions for peace were carried on during a great 
part of the i'ummer, but ended at lail in no- 
thing 

In the midil of the fummer, the queen be- 
gan the great change in her miniftry, by rc- 
m'jving the eatl of SunderLind f»'om being fc- 
cretaiy of date ; and, on the eighth of Au- 
gud, the lord-treafurer Godolphin was like- 
wife removed. 

Upon the meeting of the parliament, no 
notice was taken in the addreffes of the duke 
of Marborough*s fuccefs ; an attempt, indeed, 
was made to procure him the thanks of the 
houfe of peers, but it was eagerly oppofed by 
the duke of Argyle. His grace was kindly 
received by the queen, who Teemed deiirous 
to have Him live upon good terms with her new 
minidiy ; but this was thought ioipraAica- 
ble, and it was every day expected, that he 
would lay down his commidlon. He did not 
do this ; but he carried the golden key, the 

enfign 
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enfign of the duchefs of Marlboroogh’s dig- 
nity, on the. ninth of January, lyio^ii, to 
the queen, and refigned all her employments 
with great duty and fubmiflion. With the 
fame nrinnefs and compofur# he confulted the 
neceflary meafures for the next campaign with 
thofe whom he knew to be no friends of his ; 
and treated all parlies with candour and re- 
Ipeft. 

There is no doubt, that the duke felt feme 
itiward difquict, though he (hewed no outward 
concern ; at lead for himfelf : but, when the 
earl of Galway was indecently treated in the 
houfe of lords, the duke of Marlborough 
^uld not help faying, It was fomewhat drange 
Chat generals, who had a6led according to the 
bed of their undfcrdandin^, and had lod their 
limbs in the lervice, (hotud be examined like 
o^euders abotit indgnidcant things. 

An exterior civility, iti court language diled 
a good underdanding, being edabliflied be- 
tween the duke and the new minidry, the duke 
went over to the Hague to prepare for the next 
campaign, which, at the fame time, he knew 
would be his lad. He exerted hin^elf in an 
ut.common manner, and was attended with the 
fame fUccefs as ufual. 

There was, in this campaign, a cohtinued 
trial of dtill between the duke of Marlbo- 
rough and maribal Viilars ; and, as great a 
general as the latter was, he was obliged at 
length to iubmit to the. former. 

He 
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He embarked for England, when the cam- 
paign was o\ cr,4ftnd came to London upon ihe 
eighth cf Novcmb'.*r, He Ihe wed Tome cau- 
tion in his manmrr of coining ; for happening 
to land tlie very ni^ht of queen Elizabeth's in- 
auguration, wlun great rejoicings- were in- 
tended by the populace, he continued very 
prudently at Greenwich, and the ne?:t day 
waited on the queen at Har.ipton-court, who 
received him gracioudy. He was vifited by 
the miniilers, and vifited them; but ■•he did 
not go to council, becaufe a negotiation of 
peace was then on the carpet, upon a bafis 
which he did by no means approve. 

He acquainted' her majelly, in the audiencO* 
IjC had at his arrival, that, as he could hbt' 
concur in the nieafuies of thofe, whodiredted 
her c'juncils, fo he would not dilhadl them by 
a fruiilefs oppofition : yet, finding himfelf at- ' 
tacked in the houfe of lords, and loaded with 
the imputation of having protradled the war ; 
he vindicated his conduct and charaOer w'lth 
great dignity and fpirit : and, in a moft pa- 
thetic fpecch, appealed to the queen his rnif- 
irefs, who was there incognito, for the lalf- 
liood of that imputation ; dcdaring, that he 
was as much for a peace as any man, pio- 
vided it fuch a peace as might be expected 
fiom a war undertaken on fo jull motives, and 
carried on w'ith uninterrupted fuccefs. 

This had a great eirefl on that augufl aflem- 
bly, and perhaps madefome impreffion on the 
queen ; but, at the Lime time, it gave fuch an 

VoL. IX. C edge 
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edge to the refcntment of his enemies, who 
w^re then in power, that they rcfojved, at all 
adventures, to remove him. Ti - 'V ho wer^ 
thus refolvcd to divcll him of hi. nillirm, 
found themfelvcs under a ncccllii; M'^>age 
the queen to take it from l^in. 1 h ^ r^ettfliiy 
arofe chieffy from prince Eugene’s Ur. g ex- 
pelled to come over vvitJi a commiliion from 
the emperor ; and to give feme colour to ir, 
an enquiry was promoted in the houfeof com- 
mons tp fix a very high imputation upon the 
duke, as if he had put very large Aims of 
public money into his pocket. When a qiief- 
lion to tliis purpofe had been carried, the 
queen, by a lette/ conceived in very obfciije 
terms, acquainted him with her having no far- 
ther occafion for his Icrvice, and dilmilHd him 
from all his employments. 

He was from this time expofed to a moll 
painful perfccution. On the one hand, he was 
attacked by the clamours of the populace, and 
by thofe licentious fcriblers, who are always 
ready to efpoufe the quarrels of aminiftry, and 
to infult, without meicy, whatever they know 
may be infulted with impunity. On the other 
hand, a profecution was commenced againll 
him by the attorney -general, for applying 
public money to his private ufc ; and the 
workmen employed in building Blenheim- 
houfe, though fet at work by the crown, were 
encouraged to Aie his grace for the money that 
was due to them, i^ll his actions were alfo 
ihamefully mifreprefented. 


Thefc 
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Thefe umjafinefles, joined to his grief for 
the death of ^lie earl of Godolphin, incHned 
his grace to gratify his enemies by going into 
u voluntary exile. Accordingly, he embarked 
at Dover, upon r^e fourteenth of November, 
1712 ; and landing at Oftend^ went from 
thence to Antwerp, and fo to Aix la Chapelle, 
being every where received with the honours 
due to his high rank and merit. I'he duchefs 
of Marlborough allb attended her lord in all 
his journies, and pa»'ticalarly in his vifit to the 
principality of Mildenheini, which was given 
him by the emperor, and exchanged for ano- 
ther at the peace, which was made while the 
duke was abroad. 

The conclufion of that peace was fo far 
from relloring any harmony among the fc- 
veral parties of Great- Britain, that it widened 
their differences exceedingly 5 infomuch that 
the chiefs, defpairing of lafety in the way they 
were in, arc faid to have fecretly invited the 
duke of Marlborough back to England. Be 
that as it will, it is very certain that the duke 
took a refolution of reiurning a little before 
the queen's death ; and, landing at Dover; 
came to London upon the fouith of Auguft, 


He was received with all pollible demon- 
lUations of joy, thofe who, (upon the de- 
of the queen, which had happened upon 
the firft of that month) were entrufted with 


the government ; and upon the arrival of king 
George L was particularly diftinguifhed by 
C z a-t*^ 
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arts uf royal favour; for he was again de- 
clared captain - general, and {romrnander in 
chief, of* all his majefty's laud forces, colonel 
of the firll regiment of foot-guards, and mailer 
of the ordnance. ^ 

His advic:^ was of great ufe in concerting 
thofe meafures by which the rebellion in the 
year 1715 was crulhed ; and his advice on this 
occafion was the laft effort he made in refpedl 
to public affairs ; for his infirmities encreafing 
with his, years, he retired from bufinefs, and 
fpent the greatell part of his time, during the 
remainder of his life, at one or other of his 
country-houfes- 

His death happened upon the fixteenth of 
June, 1722, in his feventy- third year, at 
Wind for- lodge ; and his corpfe, upon the 
ninth of Auguff following, was interred, with 
the higheff folemnity, in Wellininftcr- abbey. 

Befides the marquis of Biandford, whom 
we have already mentioned, his grace bad four 
daughters, which married into the bell families 
of the kingdom. 


THE 
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The t I F £ or 


Matthew PfiioE. 

T his* celebrated poet vvas the fon of M-. 

George Prior, citizen of London, who 
Was by profcflion a joiner Our author 
botoin 1664^ HU father dying when he wa«. 
sret)' yocng, left hhn to the care of an uncle, 
a vintner near Chaiing-crofs, \i^o difcharged 
the truil that was lepofed in him with a ten- 
dernefs Wuly paternal, as Mr* Fixer always 
tu^ttOwMged with the higkeft proAdfioiu oi 
gratitude. 

He received part Of hi 0 education ai 
/ininfter fchool, where he diftinguilheclliihirelf 
^0 giedt advanuge t but was attetwarda taken* 
by hh uncle iti Ofdea to be bred Up to 
trade. ** 

i ' limwithiteiKlii^ mean empbjnim to 
Which Mr. Prior leem^ stow doeWed, yet, at 
diis leiliiTe hours# he pixiieeueed'^ts fiady of 
.the cladics, and efpeciallyhis favourite Ho- 
race ; by which means he wsa Ibon wfeeU 
tice of by the polite Compaq 

‘ ft ha|i^enedotie day^ timt the^eaf! of Dor- 
fet, being at this tavern, which he often fre- 
C 3 cpcntcil 
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quented with feveral gent^^tnen of rank, the 
difcourfe tamed upon the Ode^ of Hoiace; 
and, the company being divided in their {en> 
uments about a paflage in that poet, one of 
the gentlemen faid, I find we are not like to 
agree in our criticifms ; but, if 1 am not mif- 
taken, there is a young fellow in the houfe, 
who is able to fet os all right :** upon which 
he named Prior, who was immediately fent 
for, and defired to give his opinion of Ho- 
race’s meainingin the ode under confidt ration. 
7 his he did with great niodeify, and ib much 
to. the fatisfaftion of the company, that the earl 
of Dorfit, from that moment, determined to 
remove him from the ilation in which he was, 
to one more fuited to his genius ; and accord- 
ingly procured him to be fent to St. John’s 
colle|;e in Cambridge, where he took his de- 
gree in i686, and afterwards became a fellow 
of the college. 

Dnring his refidence in the univeriity, be 
contra^ed an intimate friend/hip with Charles 
Montague, efq afterwards earl of Haliifax ; 
in conjundlion with whom he wrote a very 
humorous piece* entitled. The Hind and 
Paother, cranfverfed to the dory of the Couii^ 
try Moufe nd the City Monfe, printed, in 
1687, in quarto* in anfwcr to Mr. Dryden^s 
Hind and Panther, pnbiiihed the year before. 

Upon the revolution, Mr. Prior was brought 
to court by his great patron the earl of Dorfei* 
by wbofe intereil he was introduced to publk 

employ- 
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employment ; and, in the year 1690, was 
made fecretary^ta the earl of Berkley, pleni- 
potentiary to king WiLiam and queen Mary 
at the congrefs at the Hague. 

• 

In this ftatlon he acquitted hin^felf fo well, 
that he was afterwards appointed iecretnry 10 
the earls of Pembroke, and jerfey, and Sir 
Jofepli Williamfon, ambaiTadors, and pleni- 
potentiaries, at the treaty of Ryfwick, in 
1697 ; as he was likewife, in 169}?, to the 
earl of Portland, arnbaliador to the court of 
France. 

While he was in that. kingdom, one of the 
officers of the French king’s houfliold, (hew- 
ing him the royal apartments and curioiities at 
VerfaiLes, efpecialiy the paintings of Le 
Brun, wherein the viflorie^ of Lewis XiV. 
are deferibed, afked him. Whether king WiU 
Jiam’s av^tions were to be ieen in his palace. 

No, Sir;” replied Mr. Prior ; “the monu- 
ments of my mailer’s anions are to be fecri 
every where, but in bis own houfe.” 

In the year 1697, Mr, Prior was made fc- 
cretary of ftate for Ireland; and, in 1700, was 
created mailer of arcs by inandamu.s ; and ap- 
pointed one of the lords com mi of trade 

and plantations, upon the rehgnacion of Mr. 
Locke. He was alfo member of parliament 
for £ail«Griniled, in Suifex. 

In 1710, he was fuppofed to have had a (hare 
in writing the Examiner ; and patticularly a 
C 4 criii- 
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criticifm in it upon a poem cf j)r. Ciarth’s to 
il)c earl of Gcaolp^jin, lakcn of in the 

life of Ganh. ‘ 

Abo4it this lime, when G^ciclpliin was de- 
feated by Oxford, ar-d the I'o.l. s, wiio had 
long been cclipfed by thti lull re cf iVIjjI bo- 
rough, began again to hold up tlr Ir heads ; 
Mr.^ Prior and Dr. Garth efpoufed oppoibc 
interefts; Mr. Piior wrote for, aiid CLirth 
againft, the court. The Dr. was ib far ho- 
ned, thdt he did not defert his patron in di • 
Itrcfs ; and, notwithfiariding the cloud which 
then hung upon the party, he acIdrelTfd vtrie-i 
to him, which, however they may fall in pv)- 
etry, bear the drongcR tnui ks of gratitude and 
honour. 

While Mr. Prior was thus very early initi- 
ated in public bulinefs, and continued in the 
hurry of bufinefs for many years, it muft ap- 
pear not a little furprizing, thathefbould find 
Uifhcient opportunities to cultivate his poetical 
talents to the amazing heighth hcraifed them. 
In his preface to his poems, he fays, that po- 
etry was only the product of his leifure hours ; 
that he had commonlybuHnefs enough upon his 
hands ; and, as he modefily adds, was only a 
poet bv accident: but we muft take the liberty 
of diftVring from him in the laft particular; 
for Mr, Piior feems to have received from the 
mufes, at his nativity, all the graces they 
could well beftow on their greateft favourite. 

We 
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We muft not omit one inltance in Mr, 
Priori condtfA^ wliich will appear very re- 
markable. He was chofen a member ol that 
parliament v4iich impeached ihc Partition- 
Treaty, to whigh he himfelf had been iecre- 
tary , and, though his lhare in that tranfadhon 
was corJcqut’ntly very confiderable, yet he 
joined in the impeachment upon an hontll 
principle of convidlion, that exceptionable 
meafures attended it. 

The lord Bolingbroke, who, notvvitbftand* 
ing many exceptions made both to his con- 
duct, and feniiments, in other inftances, yet 
mult be allowed to be an accomplilhed jtadge 
of fine talents, entertained the higheli eUcem 
for Mr, Prior, on account of his Ihining abi-* 
iities. 

This noble lord, in a letter dated cn the 
tenth of September, 1712, addrelh^d to Mr. 
Prior, while he was the queen’s miniiU-r ard 
plenipotentiary at the court of France, pays 
him the following compliment : 

“ For God’s fake, Matt, hide the naked- 
nefs of thy country, and give the bed turn thy 
fertile brain will furniih thee with, to the 
blundersof thy countrymen, who are not much 
better politicians than the French are poets.*' 

his lordfhip thus concludes his epillle ; 

It is near three o’clock in the morning ; 

I have been hard at work «ill day, and am hot 
yet enough recov-cred to bear much fatigue; 
txcufc therefore the oonfofednefs of this fcro'I, 
C 5 which 
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uUich is only from Harry ro Matt, and not 
from the fecretaiy to the mini^Ier. Adieu, 
my pen is ready to drop rut of my hand, it 
being now three o’clock in the morning : be- 
lieve that no man loves you brtter, or is more 
faithfully 

Yours, &c. 

** Bolingbroke.’* 

There are feveral other letters from Boling- 
broke to Prior, which, were it necefTary, we 
might inlfrt as evidences of his etleem for 
him ; but Mr. Prior was, in every refpedl, fo 
great a man, that the efteem, even of lord 
Bolingbroke, connot add much to the lullre 
of his reputation, both as a llatefman and a 
poet. 

Mr. Prior is reprefented, by thofe who 
kntw, and have wrote concerning him, as a 
gentleman who united the elegance and polite- 
ness of a court, with the fcholar and the man 
of genius. This reprefentation, in general, 
may be jufl ; yet ir holds almoU invariably 
true, that they who have rifeii from low life, 
Hill retain fome traces of their original. No 
cultivation, no genius, it feems, is able, en- 
tirely to fermount this. There was one parti- 
cular in which Mr. Prior verified the old pro- 
verb. 

The fame woman who could charm the 
waiter in a tavern, ilill maintained her domi- 
Bion over the ambafiador at France. The 
Chloc of PrioTj it feems, was a woman in his 
2 nation 
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fiation of life; but he never forfook her in 
the heighth his reputation. Hence wc 
may oblerve, that alTociatioiis with women 
are the mod lading of all ; and, that, when 
an eminent dation raifes a man above all other 
ads of condefeen^on, a midrefs will maintain 
her influence ; charm away the pride of great- 
nefs : and make the hero who tights, and the 
patriot who fpeaks, for the liberty of his 
country, a (lave to her. One would imagine, 
however, chat this woman, who was a butch> 
er’s wife, mud either have bLcn vex)? hand- 
fome, or have had fomething about her f^pci. 
rior to people of her rank: but it Teems the 
cafe was otherwife, and no bctttr reafon can 
be given for his attachment to her, but, that 
fhe was his tade. Her hufband fudljed their 
intrigue to go unmoleded ; for he was proud 
even of fuch a cunnedion as tiiis wi h fo great 
a man as Prior. — A fingular indance of good 
nature. 

In the year 1715, Mr. Prior was recalled 
from France, and upon his anivtil vs as taken 
up by a warrant from the houfe of commons » 
fhoriiy after which, he underwent a very ihld 
examination by a committee of the privy- 
council. His political ftiend, lord Boling-- 
broke, foreseeing a dorm, took fhelter in 
France, and fecund Harry, but left poor Tvlaft, 
if) the lurch. 

On the tenth of June, Fobert Walpole, 
efq. moved the houfe again c him ; and, oa 
C 6 the 
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the feventh, Mr Prior was ordered into dole 
cuilody, and no peiibn was^a^.imitted to fte 
him without leave from the fpeaker. For the 
particulars of this procedure of the parliament^ 
both againfl Mr. Prior, and .many others con- 
cerned in tl)e. public tranfadions of the pre- 
ceding reign, we refer to the lullorics of that 
time 

In the year 1717* an aft of grace was 
pafild in favour of thofc who had oppofed 
the Hanoverian fucceffion, as well as thofe 
who had been in open rebellion ; but Mr, 
Prior was excepted out of it. At the cloie of 
this year, however, he was difeharged from 
hi> conhuement, and retired to fpend the refi- 
duc of his days at Downhall in Eflex. 

The fevere ufage which Mr. Prior met with, 
pel haps, was the occafion of the following 
beautiKii lines, addreifed to his Chloe; 

From public noife, and faftions Hrifc, 

I'rom ail the bufy ills of life, 

Take me, my Chloe, to thy breaff, 

And loll my wearied foul to reft ; 

For ever, in this humble cell, 

Let thee and J, my fair one, dwell ; 

None enter elfe, but Love ; — and he 
bliall bar the door, and keep the key. 

To painted roofs, and Qiining fpires, 
Uneafy feats of high defires^ 
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Let the unthinking many croud. 

That darei)S covetous and proud ; 

In. golden bondage let them wait. 

And barter happinefs for ftate. 

Bat, oh! my.Chloe, when thy Twain 
Defires to fee a court again, . 

May Heaven, around his dcltin’d head, 
The choiceft of his curfcs llicd ; 

'I'o fum up all the rage of Fate, 

In the two things f dread and hate, t 
May’ll thou be falfe, and 1 be great. 3 

In July, 1725, within two months of his 
death, Mr. Prior publilhcd the following 
beautiful little tale, on the fallhood of man-* 
kind, entitled. The Converfaiion ; and ap- 
plied it to the truth, honour and juftice of his 
grace the duke of Somerfet. 


The Conversation : a Tale, 

IT always has been thought difereet 
To know the company you meet ; 

And fure there may be fecret danger 
In talking much before a Granger, 

Agreed What then? Then drink your ale; 
ril pledge you, and repeat my tale. 

No matter where the feene is fix'd. 

The perfons were but odly mix'd, 

When fober Damon thus began : 

(And Damon is a clever man) 


I now 
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“ r now grow old ; but ftill, from /outbid 
Have held tor modefty and Btuth : 

The men who by thcfe Tea marks fteer> 

In life’s great voyage> never err : 

Upon this point, I dare defy 
The world,. J paufe Tor a leply.” 

** Sir, either is a good afliftant,” 

Said one» w'ho fat a little diilant ; 

Truth decks our fpeeches, and our books^ 
And Modefty adorns our looks : 

But farther progrefs vve muft take ; 

Not only bom to look and fpeak. 

The man muft aft. The Itagyrite 
Says thus, and fays extremely right: 

Strift jufticc is the foveieign guide. 

That o’er our aftions fhould preftde : 

This queen of virtue is confcls'd 
To regulate and bind the reft. 

Thrice happy, if you can but find 
Her equal ballance poife your mind : 

All dilF’rent giaces foon will enter. 

Like lines concurrent to their center.” 

’Twas thus, in (hort, thefe two went on. 
With yea, a..d nay, and pro, and con ; 
Thro’ many points divinely dark, 

And Waterland aiTaulting Clark ; 

’Till, in theology half loft, 

Damon took up the Evening Poll ; 
Confounded Spain, compos’d the North, 

And deep in politics held forth. 

«{ 


Methinks» 
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<< Methinks, we’re in the like condition^ 
As at the l'j;cyy of Pariiiion ; 

I’hat ilroke, fOr ail king William’s care, 
Begat another tedious war. 

Matthew, who^knew the whole intrigue. 
Ne’er much approv’d that niyftic league i 
In the vile Utietht treaty too, 

Poor man ! he found enough to do. 
Sometime to me he did apply ; 

But downright Dunftablewas I, 

And told him where they were millaken. 
And counfcll’d him to fave his baceftt : 

But (pafs his politics and profe) 

1 never herded with his foes $ 

Nay, in his verfes, as a friend, 

1 dill found fomething to commend. 

Sir, I excus’d his Nut-brown Maid, 
Whate’er feverer critics faid : 

Too far, I own, the girl was try’d ; 

The women all were on my fide. 

For Alma I return’d him thanks; 

1 lik’d her with her little pranks . 

Indeed, poor Solomon, in rhime. 

Was much too grave to be fublime.’^ 

Pindar and Damon fcorn tranfition. 

So on he ran a new dividon ; 

Till, out of breath, he turn’d to fpit ; 
(Chance often helps us more than wit) 
T’other, that lucky moment took, 

Juft nick’d the time, broke in, and fpoke : 


Of 
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^ ' ** Of all the gifts the gods afford 
(Tf we may take old Tulijrstword) 

The greateft is a fiieod, whofe love 
Knows how to praife, and when, reprove 5 
From fuch a treafurc nevcy 
But hang. the jewel on your heart. 

And pray, Sir, it delights rnc, tell ; 

You know firs author mighty well,” — — 

“ Know him ’ D’ye ouejiion it ? ods lilh E 
Sir, does a hegga, l;now his difh ? 

Mo\M him, as 1 told I 
Advis’d him” —Here i ilandcr by 
Twitch’d Damon by the chuik.. 

And thus unwilling filcnce Droke ; 

** Damon, ’tis time we ihovdd retire. 

The man you talk with is Matt. Prior.” 

Patron, thro’ life, and from thy birth, my 
friend, 

D to thee thi« fable let me fend ; 

With Damon’s lightnefs weigh thy fol d worth; 
Tiie foil is known to fet the diamt?nd forth ; 
Let the feign’d tale this real moral give, 

How' many Damons, how fewDorfets, ii\^! , 

Mri Prior, after the fatigue of a length of 
years paffed in various fer vices of adb)n, was 
defirous of {pending the remainder of his days 
in lutal tranquility, which the g,feateil men of 
all ages have been fond of enjoying : he was 
Ifo hiqppy as to fucceed in his wifh, living a 
very retired, and contemplative life, at Down- 
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hall, in Efc ; and found, as he fxprcficJ 
himrelr, a moteV'Hd, and innocent, iaUEfac- 
tion, amotvj; tlicVoodf, and meadows, than 
he had e/ijovtd in the hurry, and tumults of 
t!’-c wnr’d, ti e cq^rUs of princes, or the con- 
forcieu ‘(C?^otiauons : and where, as 

he r/j<?ii./u;C'alj>y 

Tlic rem*" ol hi.*. dr*;-s lie Tc'^-fly paf}, 

Noi* f)uy !•'' ;’d i’:> fiC'-. , nur f.ew *00 

He ni:;c'c h's v'ir. /.h h:j» el’etc ccn)j[f%. 
joyful to liu’, nr; afraid to die. 

'rhi?! eiiri xh'rd un the eighteenth of 
SeptoriiLv"'-, lyji :u Vvjmple, in Cambridge- 
ildre, the icu ri inc car] of Oxford, with 
whoie fnc’\cn:ip he hnd been honouitd for 
fome years. 7 lie death of 10 didinguiOied a 
prrfon was juHly efteemed an irreparable lofs 
to the polite world ; and his memory will be 
ever dear to tiiojh w ho have any relifli for the 
mufes *a their roftci charms. 

Some of the latter part of his life v. as em- 
ployed in colle<7'rtg materials for an Hihory of 
the Tl^nfadlions of his own Times; but his 
death unfortunately deprived the world of 
w|hat the touches ot fo mafterly a hand would 
have made exceeding valuable. 

Mr. Prior, by the fuffrage of all men of 
-♦tjifte, holds the firft rank in poetry for the de- 
licacy of his lumbers ; the wittinefs of his 

turns 1^ 
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turns ; the acutenefi of his remarks ; and^ In 
one performance, for the ^^czing force of 
his fentiments. The fiile of our author is 
like wife (b pure, that our language knows no 
higher authority ; and there is an air of origi* 
sal in his mioutell performances. 

It would be fuperfluoQs to give a detail of 
his poeins, th^y are all in the hiinds of thofe 
who love poetry ; and have been as often ad- 
mired jt;* read. The performance, however, 
for which he is moH diAinguilhed, is his So- 
lomon ; a poem in three books : the ArA, on 
Knowledge ; the fecond, on Pleafure ; and the * 
third, on Power. We know few poems to 
which this is fecond, and it juAly eAabliAicd 
his reputation as one of the beA writers of hit 
age. 

This fublime work begins thus, 

Yc fons of men, with juA regard attend, 
Obierve the preacher, and regard the friend, 
Wbofe ierious mufe inlpires him to explain, ' 
That all we a6t, and all we think, is — vain ; 
That, in this pilgrimage of feventy years, 

O’er rocks of perils, and thro’ vales of tears, 
DeAin’d to march, our doubtful Aeps we tend. 
Tir’d of the toil, yet fearful of its end : 

That, from the womb, we take our fatal Aiares 

Of follies, fafhipos, labours, tumults, cares i ^ 


And] 
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And, at tbo app^pach of death, (ball only« 
know,«« ^ 

The troths which from thefc pcnfivc num- I 
bers flow. 

That we purluc felfc joy, and fufftr real 
woe. 

After an enquiry into, and an cxctllcrt de- 
fcHpdon of* the various operations and effedls 
of nature, the fyftem of the heavens, &c. and 
not beiog iully informed of them, tne hiit 
book concludes, 

How narrow limits were to wifdom given ? 
Earth Ihe furveys j flic thence would mcafure 
heaven : 

Thro’ mills obfeure bow wings her tedious 
way ; 

Now wanders dazzl’d with too bright a day j 
And, from the fummit of a pathlefs coafl, 

Sees infinite, and in that fight is loll. 

In the fecond book, the uncertainty, di(^ 
app intment, and vexation^ attending pica- 
fure in general, are admirably deferibed ; and/ 
in the charader of Solomon, is fafficiently 
ihewn, that nothing debafes.majefiy, or in- 
deed any man, more than ungovernable paT- 
fion. 

'When thus the gathering flormf of wretched 
love, 

In my fwoln bofom, with long war had drove; 

At 
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At length they l)roke their bounds ; at length 
their force / 

Bore down whatever 'met its fironger coarfei 
Laid all the civil bounds of manhood walle, 
And fcatter’d ruin as the t»rrent paih 

The third book treats particularly of the 
trouble and inftabiiity of greatnefs and power ; 
confiders man through the fevera) ftagea and 
coudiiions of life, and has e):ceilcnt rcalbii- 
ing upon Life and Death. On the iaft are 
thefe lines : 

Cure of the mifer’s wiih, and coward’s fea% 
Death only fltews us what we knew was near. 
With courage therefore view the pointed hour; 
Dread not Death’s anger, but expc<5t iu 
power ; 

Nor Nature’s laws with ft uitlcfsforrow mourn| 
But die, oh mortal man! for thou waft born. 

The poet has likewife thefe Similes on Life : 

As fmokc that rifes from the kindling firtfs 
Is feen this moment, and the next expires ; 

As empty clouds by riiing winds arc toft, 
Therr fleeting forms no fooner found than loft; 
So vaoifhes our ftate ; fb pa^ our days ; 

So life but opens now, and now decays : 

The cradle and the tomb, alas! fo nigh ; 

To live is fcftrce diftinguifh’d from to die. 

* We Aall conclude this account: of Mrw 
Prior’s Life with the following copy of verfes,^ 
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'written on his dq^th^ by Robert Ingrain, ^ efq. 
which is a v«sy ^uccelsful imitaiioxv of Mr. 
Prior's manner. 


• I. 

Mat. Prior! — (and we muft fubihit) 
Is at his journey’s end ; 

In whom the world has loft a wit. 
And I, what’s more* a friend. 


IL •c 

Who vainly hopes long hcre'to ftay* 

May fee, with weeping eyes. 

Not only nature pofts away. 

But e’en good-nature dies ! 

III. 

Should grave ones count thefe praifes light, 
To fuch it may be faid ; 

A man, in this lamented wight. 

Of bufinefs too is dead. 

IV. 

From anceftors, as might a fool ! 

He trac’d no high-fetcb’d ftem ; 

But glorioufly revers’d the rule. 

By dignifying them. 

V. 

Oh ! gentle Cambridge ! fadly fay. 

Why fates are fo unkind 

To 
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To fnfttcli thy giant Tons ^ay, 

Whilft pigmies ftay ? 

VI. 

Horace and he were call'd, in halle. 
From ’this vile earth to heaven j 

n he cruel year not fully pall, 

^tatis. Fifty -feven. 

VIT. 

Soj’^on the tops of Lebanon, 

Tall cedars felt the fword. 

To grace, by care of Solomon, 

The temple of the Lord. 

VlII. 

A tomb amidft the learned may 
The weilern abbey give ! 

Like their’s, his aihes mud decay ; 
Like their’s, his fame diall live. 


IX. 

Clofe, carver, by fomc well-cut books 
Let a thin bullo tell. 

Id ip ite of plump and pamper’d looks 
How icantly fenfe can dwell ! 

X. 

No epitaph of tedious length 
Should overcharge the llone ; 
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$ince loftieft jrerfe would lofe its drength. 
In his own. 

XI. 

At once ! and not verbofely tame. 

Some brave Laconic pen 
Shoruld fmartly touch his ample namCf 
In form of— — O rare Ben ! 


cM# *** #>s^ 



THE 
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The tl^E or 


^piiBERT Burnet^ , 

G ilbert EiEiop of 

wa* bom at Edinburgh, on the 
teeadbwf September, 1643. His father iwa*'^ 
the younger brother of ah antient fantily-ift*^ 
Aberdtenihire, and bred tp the civil lUffi •' 
which, though he made no tuning figure jk 
the hv ^ much h^ 
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when age and rendered a greater 

proportion §eccflary to him. 

I'hough his father had defigned him for the 
church, yet he would not divert him from 
purfuing his own inclination to civil and feti^ 
dal law, to which lludy be applied* himfelf a 
whole year, and received from it, as he was 
often heard to fay, jnfter notions concerning the 
foundations of civil-lociety, and governmont^ 
than are maintained by fome divines. He aU 
tered his refolution of profecu ting this jdudy, 
and applied, with his father’s warm approba- 
tion, to that of divinity. 

In his hours of Amutement, he ran through 
many volumes of hiilory; and, as he had a 
veny drong conilitution, and a prodigious me- 
mory, this clofe application was no ino^nveni-^ 
ence to him ; fo that he made himfelf mafter 
of a vaH extent of learning, which he had 
ready for his ufe upon all occafions. 

At eighteen, he was admitted a probationer^ 
or expectant preacher 5 and foon after an offer 
of a good benefice was made him, which be 
declined. 

In 1669, about two years afier the death of 
his father, he came into England ; and, aft^n* 
iix months (lay at Oxford and Cambridge, i^e«. 
thmed to Scotland ; which he foon. alter left 
again, to make a tour of fome months, in 
1674, Jn Holland and France. Ac Amder- 
dam, by the help of a Jewifh rabbi, he per- 
fected himfelf in the. Hebrew language, and 
Hkewile became acquainted with the leading 

VoL.lX. D men 
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men of the different peffuafions tolerated m 
that comujy; as fl^rmenians, Lu- 

therans, Auabapti(l&, BrowniQs,^ Papills, and 
Unitarians; anion|jft each of which he ufed 
fiecjuently to declare, he niet with men of fuch 
unicigned* pitty and virtue, that he became 
fixed in a lliong piinciple of univerlhl charity, 
.and an invincible abhorrence of all fLverities, 
on account of religious difllnfions. ‘ 

On his return to Scotland, he was admitted 
into holy oiders, by thebilhopof Edinburgh, 
in 16651 and prefented to the living of Sal- 
toun. The condudl of the Scotch b Ihops 
ieerned to him unbecoming the epilcopal cha- 
rai^tcr, that he drew up a memorial of their 
abufes. 

In 1668, he was employed in negotiating 
the fcheme of accommodation between the 
cpifcopal and prefbyterian panics; and, by 
his advice, many of the latiei: were put into 
the vacant churches. 

7’he year following, he was made divinity 
profeflbi at Glafgow; where he continued four 
years and a half, equally hated by the zealots^ 
of both parties. In the frequent vifits he 
made to-the duchefs of Hamilton, he (b far 
gained her confidence, as to be intrulled with 
the perulal and arrangement of her papers re- 
ialirg to her father’s and uncle^s minillry ; 
which put him opon wiiting Memoirs of the 
•Dukes of Hamilton, and occafioncd his being 
invited to London Dy the earl of Lauderdale, 

who 
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9.I10 ofFered to fumilh him with fome anec- 
dotes towards confpiling thofe Memoirs. 

During his At London, we are told by 
his fclf and fon, he was offered the choice of 
four bilhoprics in Scotland, which he re- 
fufed. 

On his return to Glafo^ow, he mafried lady 
Margaret Kennedy, daughter to the carl of 
Caffilles a lady of great piety and knowledge, 
highly efteemed by the Pr dbyteiians, to whofc 
fencimcftts fhe wms (Irongly inclined As there 
was fome difparity in their ages, that it aught 
remain part difputc, that this match was 
wholly owing to inclinafon, not to avaiice or 
ambition, the day before their matnage, opr 
author delivered the lady a deed, whereby he 
renounced all pretenfion to her fortune, which 
was very confiderable, and mnll otherwife 
have fallen into his hands, (he heifeif having 
no intention to fecure it. 

In 1672, he publlfhed, A Vindication, ^c, 
of the Church and State of Scotland ; which, 
at that jundlurc, was looked upon as fo great 
a fervice, that he was again ofte*-ed a bilhop- 
ric, and a promife of the next vacant arch bi- 
fhoptic, but did no c accept of it, becaufe he 
remarked, that the great dcfign of the coart 
was to advance popery. 

In 1673, he took anoiher journey to Lon- - 
don ; and, by the king’s own nomination, af- 
ter he.iring him preach, was made one of his 
chaplains jn ordinary. 

D 2 Upon 
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Upon his return to Scotland, he retired to 
his ftation at Glafgow, bulf was obliged the 
next year to return to const :, juftify himfelf 
againil the accufations of duke Lauderdale, 
who had repiefented him as the caufe of the 
mifcairiages of all the court mcafures in Scot- 
land. The king received him very coldly, 
and ordered his name to be ilruck out of the 
lift of chaplains ; yet, at the duke of York's 
intreaty, confented to hear what he could offer 
in his own juftificatmn ; with which he feemed 
to be fatished : neverthelefs, as Lauderdale 
had not dropt his refentment, Mr. Burnet, 
who was told that his enemies had a defign to 
get him imprifbned, reftgned his profeftbr's 
chair at Glafgow, [and rcfolved to fettle in 
London. 

He preached in feveral churches, and had 
been aflually chofe minifter of one, had not 
the cle£lors been deterred from it by a letter in 
the king’s name. 

About this time the living of Cripple-gate 
being vacant, the dean and chapter of St. 
Paul's, in whofe gift it was, hearing of his 
circumftances and the hardfhips he had under-, 
gone, fent him an offer of the benefice ; but, 
ns he had been informed of their firft intention 
of conferring it on Dr. Fowler, he generoufly 
declined it. 

In 1675, at the recommendation of lord 
Hollis, whom he^bad known in France, am- 
ballador at that court, he was, by Sir Har- 

bottle 
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bottle . mafter of the rolU, ap- 

pointed preacher of the chapel there, roiwith 
ilanding the oppofition of ihe court. Me was 
foon alter chofcn a^leflurer of St. Cleii entS, 
*ind became one of the preachers -that were 
tnoft followed in town. 

In i6f^7, he publiihed his Hiftory of the 
Reformation, for which he had the thanks of 
both houfes of parliament. 

Two yearh after, he jninted the fecond vo- 
lume, which met with the lirmc appiotation 
as thefirft. 

About this time he attended a lick perfon* 
who had be<"n engaged In an amour w;th the 
earl of Rocheder, The manner in winch 
treated her, during her illnel's, gave that lord 
a great curiofity of being acquainted with 
him. Whereupon, for a whole wdnter, he 
fpent one evening a week with Mr. Burnet ; 
who difconrfed with him upon all thofe topics, 
upon which fceptics, and men of ioofe morals, 
attack the Chriftian religion. The happy ef- 
fefl of ihefe conferences occafioned the publi- 
cation of his account 0/ the life and death of 
that earl. 

In 1682, when the adminiftratkm was 
changed in favour of tire duke of York, bvin^ 
much lefortcd to by perfons of all ranks and 
panics, in order to avoid returning vihes, he 
built a laboraioiy, and, went, for above a 
year, through a courie of chemical experi- 
ments, Not lon>T alter, he re^ufed a living of 
three hundred a year, offered him by the earl 
D 3 of 
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©fF EfTex, on the terms of^ nxit^cfiding there, 
bur in London. 

His behaviour at the lord RuEcl’s trial, and 
hL attendance on him in pSiifon, and at his ex- 
ecution, jA'iih the fufpicion of his being con- 
cci hed in dra>\ing up that nobleman’s fpcecb, 
having drawn on riim the indignation of the 
court, he look a fhorl tour lo Paris, where un- 
ufual civilities were (hewn him by the king of 
France’s exprefs diredtion j and he became ac- 
<juaif.tcd with feveral eminent perfons; but, 
ijot thinking it right to be longer abfent from 
the duties of his calling, he returned to Lon- 
don j and that very year, in purfuance of the 
king’s mandate, was difeharged from his lec- 
tuieihip at St. Clement’s ; and having, on the 
fifth of November, 1684, preached a fermon 
at the Roll’s chapel, feverely inveighing againll 
the dodlrines of popery, and the principles of 
the Papifts, he was, in December following, 
forbid to preach there any more. 

On king James’s accelFion to the throne, 
having obtained leave to go out of the king- 
dom, he firft went to Paris, and lived in great 
retirement, till, contrafting an acquaintance 
with biigadier Stoappe, a proteftant gentle- 
man in the French fervice, he made a tour 
with him to Italy, 

He met wich an agreeable reception at 
Rome : pope Innocent 11 . hearing of our au- 
thor’s arrival, fent the captain of the Swifs 
guards to acquaint him, he would give him a 
privaieaudience in bed, to avcid the ceremony 

of 
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©fkliTing his holincfs’s flipper, but Dr. Burnet 
excufed himf^lf^^ well as he could. 

One evening, upon viflting cardinal How- 
ard, he found him diilributing fomc rel^cks to 
two French gcntfcmen ; when he whifpcred 
to him in Englilh, that it was fomewhat odd, 
that a clergyman of the church of England 
IhouM be at Ronnie helping them off with the 
ware of Babylon. The cardinal fmilcd at the 
remark ; and repeating it in French to the 
gentlemen, bid them tell their countrymerj, 
how bold the heretics, and how mild the car- 
dinals were at Rome. 

Some difpntes which our author had at 
Rome, a)ncerning religion, beginning to he 
taken notice of, made it proper for him to 
^uit that city f which, upon an intimation 
^iven him by the prince Borghefe, he accord- 
ingly did, and purfued his travels through 
Switzerland and Germany. 

fn 1688, he came to Utrecht, with an in- 
tention to fettle in fame of the feven pro- 
vinces. There he received an invitation from 
the prince and princefs of Orange, to whom 
their party in England had recommended him, 
to come to the Hague ; which be accepted. 
He was foon made acquainted with the fecret 
©f their coanfcls, and advifed the* fitting out 
of a fleet in Holland fuincient to fupport their 
deiigns and encourage their friends. Thi^ 
and the account of bis travels, inWhich he en- 
deavoured to blend popery and tyranny toge- 
ther, and reprefent them^ as infeparabie ^ with 
D 4 fome 
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feme papers, reflefting on the proceedings 
England, that came out in fmgh: {hficts, anci 
were dirperfed in feveral parts of England, 
iMoll of which Mr. Burnet owns hitnfeif the 
author of, alaimed king Ja^ifies, and were the 
occafon o( his writing twice againfl him to 
the princef's of Orange ; and inhfting, by his 
ambaiTador, on his being forbid the court ; 
which, after much importunity, was done, 
though he continued to he trufted and em** 
ployed a^ before, the Dutch minillers confult- 
ing him daily. But that which gave, he tells 
us, the crifis to the king’s anger, was, the 
news of Burnet’s being to be married toa con- 
iiderable fortune at the Hague. 

'Eo put an end to his frecjueiu conferences 
with the miniilers, a profecotion for high-trea- 
Ton was fet on foot igaioB him both in England 
and Scotland ; hu{ Burnet receiving the news 
thereof before it came to the flates, he avoided 
the ftorta, by petitioning for, and obtaining, 
without any difficulty, a bill of naturalization:, 
in order to his intended marriage with Mary 
Scot, a Dutch lady of confiderable fortune, 
who, with the advantage of birth, had thofe 
of a fine perfon and underftanding. 

After his marriage with this lady, being le^ 
'gaily under the protedlion of Holland, he un- 
dertook, in a letter tojhe carl of Middleton, 
to anfwer all the matters laid to his charge ; 
and added, that, being now naturalized in 
Holland, his allegiance was, during his day 
in ihefe pai'ts^ ciansferred from his inajcdy to 
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the (latesrgener^ ; and, in another letter, that’ 
if, upon nou*aj)pearance, a fen tepee (hould be 
paffed againft him, he might, to juftify him- 
lelf, be forced to give an account of the (hare 
he had in affairs, *10 which he might be led to 
mention what he was afraid wouic) not pleafc 
his majelly. 

Thele expreffions gave Aich offence to the 
Eogliih court, that, dropping the former pro» 
fecution, they proceeded againft him as guilty 
of high-treafon ; and a fentence of outlawry 
was paffed upon him ; and thereupon fhe king 
firft demanded him to be delivered up, and a£ 
terwards infifted on his being banifhed the Se- 
ven Fiovinces; which the ftates refuted; aU 
Icdgihg, that he was become their fubjedl ; 
and, if tlie king had any thing to lay to Dr. 
Burnet’s charge, juftice IhouJdbe done in their 
courts. 

This put an end to all farther application to 
the ftates ; and Dr. Burnet, fecured from any 
danger, went on in ailifting and forwarding 
the important affair of the revolution. He 
gave early notice of it to the court of Hano- 
ver ; intimating, that the fiiccefs of that pro- 
jed mull naturally end in a fucceffion of that 
iJluftrious houfie to the Britifti or^Wn^ He 
wrote alfo ieveral pamphlets in fuppoit of the 
prince of Orange’s dcftgns, and aflifted in 
sirawing op his declaration. See. and when he 
undertook the expedition to England, Dr* 
Burnet accompanied him as hia chaplain, ^ 

After 
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Afrcrhis landing at Iixetcr,che propofed ani 
d Jew up the alTociation, and^wtas'of no fmall 
iervice on feveral occafions by a fcafonable dif- 
play of pulpit -eloquence, to animate the 
prince’s followers, and gain'^ver others to hi» 
anterell. 

Nor did his fervices pafs unrewarded ; for 
king William had not been many days on the 
throne before Dr. Burnet was advanced to the 
fee of Salifbury, in the room of Dr. Seth 
Ward, deceafed, being confecrated on the 
thirty-tirft of May, 1689. He diftinguiOied 
himfelf in the houfe of lords, by declaring for 
moderate meafures withj^egard to the clergy, 
who fcrupled to take the oaths, and for a to- 
leration of the pretertant diflenters. 

A paflage in his paftoral letter to the clergy 
of his diocefe, concerning the oaihs of fupie^ 
macy and allegiance to king William and 
queen Mary, dated on the fifteenth of May, 
J689, which feemed to ground their title to 
the crown on the right of conquell, gave fuch 
oflence to both houfes of parliament, that tl ey 
ordered it to be burned by the hands of tho 
common hangman. 

As foon as the feflion of parliament in 1689 
was endifd, he went down to his diocefe ; 
where he was very cxa£t in the difeharge of 
his fundion ; and was particnlarly fcropuloos 
in conferring of orders and admitting to liv- 
ings. 

in 1698, he loll his wife by the fmall-pox; 
md, ashewas^ almoft immediately after, ap* 
^ pointed 
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l^ointcd prccepl^)r to the duke of Gloucefler,. 
of whofe edfic^tion he took great tare, this 
employment, ancf the tender age of his chil- 
dren, iiuluced him tliefame year to fuppiv her 
lofs, by a marridge with Mrs. Berkley, eldeit 
daughter of Sir Richard Blake, knight, the 
iifth fon of Thomas Blake, of Earantoun, ii< 
the county of Southampton, efq. of an antieni 
family ; and of Elizabeth, the daughter of 
jDr Bathurft, an eminent phyfician in London, 
She was Born on the eighth of November^ 
1661. • 

At a little more than fevcnteen years 4)f agc^ 
ihe was married to Robert Berkley, of Spetchiy> 
in the county of Worcefter, efq. grandfon of 
Sir Robert Berkley, who was a judgt^ in the time 
of king Charles I. 

Mr. Berkley’s mother was a papift,.biit Mr. 
Berkley himfelf a proteftani ; which put Mr.s 
Berkley upon iludying her own religion more 
fully, and obliged her to a. more than ordinary 
Bri^nefs in her whole oondud.. 

In king James’s time, when the fears of po« 
pery began to increafe, (ho prevailed wiih.hef 
hulband to go to Holland, and travelled wi;th 
Bim over the feventeen provinces ; after which 
they fettled at the Hague, till the revolution, 
v^hen they returnedto England, ai^ their coun* 
try feat at Spetchjy... 

After his death, (he perfefled the hofpita* at 
WorceAer, for the ereding of which he had 
}»eque4thed.a large fum of moneys 

J> 6 JDuring 
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During the widowhood, five Dude the firft 
draught of chat pious treatife, ^hicb (he after<* 
wards £niniecl and published, encitied, A Me- 
thod of Devotion : or. Rules for HoJy and 
Devout Living ; with Prayars on Several Oc- 
cations, anid Advices, and Devotions for the 
Holy Sacrament : ino6lavo. This piece has 
been fb well received as to run through three 
editions. 

After continuing a widow near ieven years, 
was married to the bifhop of Salilbory; 
who w^s fo fentible of her worth and good- 
Acis, that he committed the care of his chil- 
dren entirely to her, and left her abfolute mi» 
fl:rels of her own fortune. 

In 1707, ihe cook a journey to Spaw for 
her health, and, after her return, leemed to 
be much recovered ; but, the winter follow 
ing, upon the breaking of the froil in Janu^ 
ary, fhc was taken with a pJeuretic fever, of 
which ihe died in a few days, and was buried 
at Spetchly, by her former hulband, accord- 
ing to a promife ihe had made him, as appears 
hy a claufe^ki bar will.- -- She was a lady, in 
«very refpe^j of moft exemplary life and con- 
verfarion. 

To give the reader an idea of the biihop’s 
ability >an^ diligence in educating the duke of 
l 3 louceiler, we muti refer him to his own 
words. 

' ** 1 took to my oww province, the reading 
aod explainining thr i^ptures to him; the 

inAru^ing 
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inftruQiag hiin in the principles of religion 
and the rules pf virtue ; and the giving him 
a view of hiftrfty, geography, politics, aud 
government. I refolvcd alio to look very ex- 
actly to all the leaders that were appointed to 
teach him other things.” 

In another place, fpeaking of the duke of 
Glouceder’s death, he fays, 

1 had been trulled with hia education 
now for two years, and he made an amazing 
progrefs ; 1 had read over the Pfalms, Pro. 
verbs, and Gofpels, with him j and *had ex- 
plained things, that fell in my way, very co- 
piouily. 1 went through geography fo often 
with him, that he knew all the maps very par<» 
ticulariy : I explained to him the forms of go- 
vernment in every country*, with the intcrclia 
and trade of that country, and what was both 
good and bad in it : I acquainted him with all 
the great revolutions that had been in the 
world, and gave him a copious account of the 
Greek a -d Roman hiftories, and of Plutarch*® 
Lives. The lait thing 1 explained to him was 
the Gothic con ftuu cion; and the benehciary 
and feudal laws : 1 talked of tbefe things, at 
different times, near three hours a day,” 

We fkall juft touch upon the pripcip^l parts 
of hk conduct as a biftiop, wnic^ are defcribed 
at large by the author of his life* 

As he had always looked upon confirmation 
as the likelieft means of reviving a fpirit of 
Chriftianity, if mcO' could be bfought to en- 
tertain jitft notions. GOocermng it, he wrote a 

ihoit 
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ihort Dire£lory, containing proper rules for 
preparing the youth upon fuch^osed^ions, Thi» 
ne printed, and Tent copies of it, Tome months^ 
before hand, to the miniller of every parilH 
where he intended to confirmf 

Every fummer, he made a tour, for fix 
weeks, or two months, through Tome diftriil 
of his bilhopric, daily preaching and confirm- 
ing from church to church ; fo as, in the com- 
pafs of three years, befides his triennial vifita*- 
tion, to jgo through all the principal livings of 
his diocefe. In ihefe circuits, he entertained 
all the clergy that attended upon him at his 
own expence, and held conferences with them 
upon the chief heads of divinity. 

Daring his refidence at Salilbury, he con- 
jftantly preached aThurfday’s lefture, founded 
at St. Thomas’s church. He likewife preached 
and confirmed, every Sunday morning, in 
ibme church of that city, or of the neighbour- 
hood round about it; and, in the evening, he 
had a iedure in his own chapel, wherein he 
explained fome portion of feripture. Every 
week, during the feafon o£ Lent, he cate^. 
chifed the youth of the two great fchools in 
the cathedral church, end infirufled them in 
order for confirmation. He endeavoured, as 
much as in him lay, to reform the abufes of 
the bifhop’s confiitutiona) court. Ntf* part of 
the epifcopal office was more ilridly attended 
to by him, than the examinatibn of candt»> 
dates for holy orders. He examined ihcm 
himfeUV ^ proofs of the Chrillian xeli- 

jjioiv 
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|;iOT, the authority of thfifcriptore®, and the 
nature of th$ goipel covenant ; and, a day of(' 
two before ordination, he fubmitted all thofe, 
whom he had accepted, to the examinaiion of 
the dean and prelJendaries. 

As the qualihcation of clergymen for the 
paftoral care was always uppermoft in hi» 
thoughts, he inllituted at Sallibury a little nur- 
fery of lludenta in divinity, being ten in nam-n 
her, to each of whom he aUowed a falary of 
thirty pounds a year. Once every day, he 
examined their progrefs in learning, and gave 
them a letter on feme fpeculative point of di-. 
vinity, or fome part of the paftoral funftion r 
but this foundation being exclaimed at, as a 
defigned affront upon the method of educa* 
tion at the univerfities^ he was prevailed upon^ 
after feme years, to lay it wholly afide. 

He was a warm and conftant enemy ta plu- 
ralities, where non-teftdence was tKe confe- 
quence of them, and in fome cafes hazarded a 
fufpenfton rather than give inilitution. I5 
the point of refidence, he was fo ftrifl, that he 
immediately difmifted his, own chaplains upon 
their preferment to a cure of fouls. 

He exerted the principle of toleration,, which 
was deeply rooted in him, in favour of a non- 
juring meeting- houfe at Salifbury, which he 
obtained the royal permiflion to connive at ; 
and this fpirit of moderation brought over fe- 
veral diftenting families of his diocefe to the 
commuoiofl of the church* 

* Jn 
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In i 6 ^pf he ppblifhed his Expoiition on the 
Thirty-nuic Articles of the Church of Eng- 
land. In 17049 he had the fatisfa(!^ion to fee 
his projed for augmenting poor livings carried 
into execution. ^ 

The lail five years of his life he grew more 
abflra£led from the world than he had been in 
the former part of it. He lived to fee a fuc- 
ceffion cake place, and that family eflabliihcd, 
in whole incefefts he had been f6 zealous; and 
died on the feventeenth of March, 1714-15^ 
in the feventy-fecond year of his age ; and was 
interred in the parifh of St. James's, Cierk- 
enwell. 

After his death, his Hiftory of his own 
Times, with his Life annexed, was publiihed 
by his fon Thomas Burnet, efq. agreeable to 
the intention of his father; for the bifhop, 
by hb lad will and tedament, had ordered, 
that this Hidory fhould not be printed till fix 
years after his death, and then faithfully, with- 
out adding, fuppreffing, or altering it in any 
particular. 

The fird volume was printed at London in 
1724, and the fecond in 1734, in folio. To 
the fird volume is prefixed an adveftifement, 
acquainting the reader. That the editors in- 
tended, for the fatiafadton of the public, to 
depofic the copy, from which his hidory i« 
printed (corredlcd, and interlined, in many 
places, with the author’s own band) in fome 
public library, as foon < as the fiwond Volume 
.ihouid be publiihed. 


The 
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The firft part of his Hiftory was written 
fomc time Cefor^ the year I705 ; but how 
long is uncertain ; only it appears it was then 
finiflied, becaufe^ in the beginning of the 
reign of king William and queen Mary, the 
author dates the Continuation of it on the hrH 
of May, 1705. 

What led him at firft to look into the fecret 
condu^ of public afi^airs, as he himfelf tells 
us, was the manner of his education ; which 
being folely in the hands of his fathpr, who 
had been engaged in great friendihip with all 
parties, and took a pleafore in relating to him 
the feiies of public tranfafiions, he had, while 
very young, a greater knowledge of thefe 
matters, than is ufual at that age. Behdea 
' which, he himfelf fell into great acquaintance 
and friendihips with feveral perfons, who ei* 
tker were or had been minifters of Bate ; from 
whom, when the fecret of affairs was over, h« 
Budied to know as many particulars aa he 
could from them. He faw Hkewife a great 
deal moie among the papers of the duke of 
Hamilton than was properly a part of thek 
Memoirs, or fit to be told at that time. Add 
to thi?, his intimacy, for above thirty years* 
with ail who had the chief condu6i«of afiairs; 
and his own Oiare in many of them, which 
enabled him to penetrate far into the true fe'* 
cret of couafels and defigns. 

This/* oor author goes on> made me, 
twenty 'years ago, write down a relation of all 

that 
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that I had known to that time'. >Vhere I was 
the ditrk, I pa/Ted overall/ ahd only opened 
thoft tranfa^lions that I had particular occafjon 
to know. My chief defigi^ in writing was, 
to give a true view of men and of counfeJs, 
leaving public tranfaiSlions to Gazettes, and 
the public hiftorians of the times. I writ with 
a dtfign to make both myfelf and my readers 
wifer and better, and to lay open the good and 
of all fides and parties, as clearly and imparti- 
ally as T myfelf underflood it ; concealing no- 
thing that [.thought dt to be known, and rc- 
prefenting things in their natural colours, 
without art or difguifc, without any regard to 
kindred or friends, to parties or interells ; for 
I do folemnly fay this to the world, and make 
my humble appeal upon it to the great God 
of truth, that 1 tell the truth upon all occafi- 
ons, as fully and freely, as, upon my beft en- 
quiry, I have been able to find it out. Where 
things appear doubtful, 1 deliver them with the 
fame, incertainty to the world.^' 

Our author then apologizes for the feverity 
with which he has treat^ thofe of his own 
profeiTion, iiis dwelling fo long on the afiairs 
of Scotland, and his inclination to think ge- 
nerally the worft, both of men and parties. 
Laflly, at to the ftyle of the Hiftory, Ite tells 
us, he purpofely avoided all laboured periods 
and artificial drains ; and, that he writ it in 
as clear afid plain a ftyle as was pofTible, 
i;hufing rathe;r a copious enlargement, than a 

dark. 
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^ark concifffnefs. He concludes the preface 
with a folemn •dedication of his work to 
God. 

There are twc^French tranflations of the firft 
volume of this Hiftory ; the one by M. de la 
Pilloniere, the other by an anonyftious tranfla- 
tor. The firft was printed at the Hague in 
three volumes lamo. 1725; the other, with 
cuts, at the fame place, in the fame year, in 
two volumes 410. This laft verfion was re- 
printed at Trevoux in four volumes umo. 

Bilhop Burnet’s Hiftory of his own Time 
has been feverely attacked by feveral wn ters ; 
particularly, firrf, by John Cockburn, D. D*. 
in a piece in 8vo, entitled, A Specimen of 
ibme Free and Impartial Remarks on Public 
Affairs and Particular Perfons, efpecially relat- 
ing to Scotland ; orcafioned by Dr. Burnet’s 
Hiftory of his own Times. A Vindication 'of 
our author again (I the writer was publiihed in 
1724 ; to which a reply was made under the 
title of A Defence of Dr. Cockburn, againft 
the Vindication of Bifhop Burnet. A fecond. 
antagonid was an anonymous writer, in a piece;| 
entitled, A Review of Bifhop Burnetts Hiftorjt^. 
of his own Times, particularly his Cha!ra£iers 
and fecret Memoirs; with critical Remarks, 
fhewing the Partiality, Inconfiftency, and De- 
fefls of that political Hiftory, 8vo, Thirdly^ 
in 172^, appeared a book, entitled, Bifhop 
Burnet’s lace Hiftory charged with great Par- 
li^iiiy and MifreprefentaiioPi to make thepre-- 

fcut 
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fcntand future ages believe, thjit i\rthnr, earl 
of EfTex, in 1683, murdered himfelf, &c. 
By Mr, Braddon, 8vo. Fouithly, the fame 
year, Mr, Bevil Higgons ptA)lithed, in 8vo, 
Hiftorical and Critical Remarks on Biftiop 
Burnet’s Hiftory of his own Time. This au- 
thor writes with a peculiar vehemence and 
ftiarpnelsof ftyle. He tells us, in his preface, 
“ It is very evident that revenge has abfolutely 
guided him (the bilhop) through this Hillory, 
and fo darkened his underilanding, as fomcn 
times to make him fall into the groITell abfur- 
dities.” The fecond edition of this book, is 
of tlie year 1727, with Additional Remarks, 
and a Poftfeript, in Anfwer to the London 
Journal of the thirtieth of January and the 
i^xth of February, Fifthly, the late 

lord Landfdowne attacked our author^ Hiftory, 
in a letter to the Author {Mr. Oldmixon) of 
the Reflections, Hiftorical and Political, &c. 
to which the biftiop’s fon, Thomas Burnet, 
efi}. replied, in fome Remarks upon that Let- 
^ter, London, 1732, 410.' 

Bi/hop Burnet’s Hiftory of his own Time, 
concludes with a warm and affectionate ad- 
drefs, to all ranks and degrees of perfons ; 
the clergy^ 'the comm6nalt} , the gentry, the 
traders^ the nobility, the houfes of parliament, 
and our monarchs themfelves ; cenfuring the 
faults and errors of their conduct, giving them 
iuitable advice, and earncftly exhorting them 
to the pradice of virtue and religion. 


As 
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As to his domeftic life, his time was em- 
ployed in (^ne*regular and uniform manner. 
He was a vcr/ c^rly rifer, feldom in bed later 
than tive, or Ox, o’clock in the morning. 
Private meditati( 4 n took up the two hrB hourS| 
and the lall four, of the day. His firft and laft 
appearance to his family, was at fnorning and 
evening prayers, which he always read himfclf 
though his chaplains were prefent. He took 
the opportunity of the tea-table to in(tru6l his 
children in religion, and in giving them bis^ 
own comment upon fome portion^of firripture* 
He feldom fpenc lefs than fix, often eighty 
hours a day in his lludy. He kept an open 
table, in which there was a plenty without lux* 
ury : his equipage was decent and plain, ana 
all his expellees generous, but not profufe* 
He was a mofl alfedlionate hufband to his 
wives ; and his love to his children expreffed 
itfelf, not fo much in hoarding up wealth for 
them, as in giving them the bell education. 

Aker his Ions had perfedted themfelves in 
the learned languages, under private tutors, he* 
fent them to tne univerhty, and afterwardi 
abroad, to finiili their iludies at Leyden. 

In his friend Slips, he was warm, open- 
hearted, and conilant ; and, though his ftation 
raifed li'im many enemies, he afwstys endea* 
voured, by* the kindeft good offices, to repay 
all their injuries, and overcome them by re^. 
turniiijg Pood for evil. He was a kind and 
bounufufmaAer to his iervants, and obliging 

to 
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to all in employment under hipn. His cliarl* 
ties were a principal article of kis expence. 
He gave an hundred pounds at a time for the 
augmentation of fmall livings; he beftowed 
conttant penfions on poor clergymen and their 
widows, on, ftudents for their education at 
the univerfities, and on induHrious but unfor- 
tunate families ; he contributed frequent fums 
towards the repairs or building of churches and 
parfonage houfes, to all public colledlions, to 
the fupport of charity fchools (one of which 
for iifty thildren at Saiilb^ry was wholly main- 
tained by him) and to the putting out appren- 
tices to trades. Nor were his alms confined to 
one nation, fe£l, or party ; but want and merit 
in the ohjefi. were the only meafures of his 
liberality. He looked upon himfelf, with re- 
gard to his epifcopal revenue, as a meer truftce 
lor the church, bound to expend the whole in 
a decent maintainance of his llation, and in 
afls of hofpitaiity and in charity ; and he had 
fo faithfully ballanced this account, that, at 
his death, no more of the income of his bi- 
fhopric rcniained to his family than was barely 
fufticicnc to pay his debts. 

Lord Halifax, fpeaking of the bifhop, fays, 
** Dr, Barnet is, like all men who are above 
the ordinary level, feldom fpoke of in a mean ; 
he mufi either be railed at, or admired. He 
has a fwiftnefs of imagination that no other 
comes up to; and, as our nature hardly allows 
ns to have enough of any thing, without hav^ 
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ing too much, he cannot at all times fo hold 
in his thought^, but that at ibme time they 
may run away v^ith him: as it is hard for 
-a vcfl'el, that is brim -full, when in motion, 
not to run over f and therefore the variety of 
matter that he ever carries about him, may 
throw out more than an unkind critic wcnild 
allow of. His firft thoughts may fometimes 
•require more digellion, not from a dclcdl in 
his judgment, but from the abundance of bis 
f^ncy, which furniflies too fad for him. His 
friends love him too well to fee fmalV faults; 
or, if they do, think that his greater talents 
give him a privilege of ftraying from the Arid 
rules of caution, and exempt him from the 
ordinary rules of cenfure. He produces fo fad, 
tluat what is well in his writings calls for ad- 
miration, and what is incorrefl deferves an ex- 
cufe : he may, in fume things, require grains 
of allowance, which thofe only can deny him 
who are unknown or unjud to him. He is 
rot quicker in difeerning other mens fai it , 
than he is in forgiving them ; fo ready, or ra- 
ther glad to ackdowledge his own, that from 
blemiihes they become ornaments. All the 
repeated provocations of his indecent adver- 
faries, hath had no other efFefl, than the fet- 
ing his good in fo much a better fight, fince 
his anger never yet went farther to pity them, 
1‘hat heat which, in mod other men, raifes 
(harpnefs and fatirc, in him glows into warmth 
for his friends^ and companion for thofe in 

want 
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want and wifcry. As dull snen have quxk 
eyes, in difcernini; the fmaller of chofe 
that nature has made fsperi^r to them, they 
do not mifs one blot he makes; and, be* 
ing beholden only to their birrennefs for their 
diferetion, they fall upon the errors which arife 
out of his abundance ; and, by a miftake into 
which their malice betrays them, they thinks 
that, by finding a mote in his eye, they hide 
the beams that ate in their own. His quick* 
nefs makes writing fo eafy to him, that his 
fpirits aVe neither wafted not fowered by it : 
the foil is not forced ; every thing grows and 
brings forth without pangs; which diftinguifhes 
as much what he does, from that which fmella 
of the lamp, as a good palate will difeern be* 
tween fruit, which comes from a rich mould, 
and that which taftes of the uncleanly pains 
that have been beftowed upon it. He makes 
many enemies by fetting an ill-natured exam- 
ple of living which they are not inclined to 
follow. His indifference for preferment ; his 
contempt, not only of fplendor, but of all 
unneocITary plenty ; his degrading himfeif in- 
to the loweft and moft painful duties of his 
calling; are fuch nnprelaiical qualities, that, 
let him be never fo orthodox in other things, 
in thefe he muft be a diflenter. Virtues of fuch 
a ftamp are (b many bereftes, in the opinion 
of thoie divines, who have foftened the primi- 
tive injan^ions, fo as to make them fait bet- 
ter with the frailty of mankind. No wonder 

then 
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then if they are artjjry, fince it is in their own 
defence ; or that^ ^om a principle of felf-pre- 
fervation, they Ihould endeavour to fupprefs a 
man whofe parts ar^ a fhame, and whofe life 
is a fcandal, to them/* 

Tfee copy from which this is printed, in the 
Bilhop’s Life, was taken from one given to the 
biihop, in the marquis of Halifax’s own hand- 
writing. 
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THE LIFEoF 


George Granville. 


G eorc.e Granville, created, by queen 
Anne, b 'ion Lanfdowne, ofBiddeford, 
in the county of Devon, was an eloquent 
fpeaker, an elegant wnicr, an admirable poet, 
ami, in a word, one of the moll accomplilhed 
noblemen this nation hath pioduced. 

It is 3 mijfottuiif that a pcnon fo able has 
not left 1:5 any memoirs of his own, who, with 
fo much candour and spirit has refeued from 
calur ii) the characters of other great men. 
The materials for this artiejeare, for this rea- 
fon, ' proportion to the worth of it, very 
^kanty ; and all that wc aie able to do, tovvartfs 
rendering juftice to his memoiy, and gratify* 
ing, in fome meaAire, the expcflaiion of the 
reader, is ro range them in the bell manner we 
are able ; and to borrow from his own ertceU 
lent writings all the lights we can. 

K Hci was the fon of the honourable Ti4r. Bar-, 
nard, Gieenvtle^ or Granville, who* ini^ard 
to the merit of his illuflrious father Sr 
had, by a fpecial warrant from king Charles 
the fecond, the rank given him -of an earPs 
younger fon j and who added to^theJufoe 

of 







GEORGE GRANVILLE. 75 
of his antient and noble fanjiily fre(h fplen- 
dour by bis ^erfonal merit. 

His fon Geoi^ge, whofe Life we are now 
writing, was boi^ about the year 1667, and 
is faid to have received a great part of his 
education in his Infancy unckr tbi» eye of Sir 
William Ellis, who was himfelf a man of let- 
ters and of very quick parts- 

Mr. Granville quickly difcovcrpd the geniu^ 
of his family ; and being* with his elder bro* 
ther entered of Trinity-college, in Cambridge^ 
at a time when others have nsade vdty liHic 
progiefs in a grammar-fchobl, he was, before 
he reached the age of twelve, diiUnguifeed, 
by addreffing a very fine copy of verfes, of hii 
own compofition, to her royal highnefs Maiia 
Beatrix d*Efte, duchefs of York, who, in 
1679, vifited this nniverfity. He took hip 
degree tber^t of niafier of arts at thirt^n^ and 
left Cambridge foon after. 

On the acceflion of king James II. he ad- 
drelTed three poems to that .monarch in the firft 
year of his reign, and in the eighteenth of his 
own age ; all of them very finely written, par- 
ticularly the lad, which was looked upon at 
incomparable. PanegyriCi in profe and id 
verfe, was in faihionin thofe days f JLewis the 
Poufteenth had introduced! m rei^ardfd it in 
France ; and from theitce, with the other modes 
of that court, it fpread Over all Europe, and 
Very e^ly into Engistnd, where Waller, Dry* 
den, and Otway, difiinguiihed themlelves in 
this way } and. therefore it was the more exi 
£ 2 cufeable 
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cufeable for fo young an author as Mr. Gran* 
viile, prompted alike by inclination and ambi-* 
tion CO tread in the fame path. J lis obeditnt 
genius enabled him to gratify his< paflion, and 
to reach, even in his firil heat, thofe who were 
fo much pr^£lif€d to the race. He was frona 
lliis time con fide red us a mailer of numbers ; 
and we may truly lay of him, what can Icarce 
be faid of any other, that before he was -a man 
he was a poet. 

There was, and there Hill is, a degree of 
' tromplaifance that waits on the produdions of 
young men of lalhion : but Mr. Granville did 
not avail himfclf of this, his very firtt poems 
were. among the number of his beft ; and he 
rdid not Hand indebted for his reputation, to 
■ lavour, fadion, or common f«me ; but had it 
confeired upon him by the firft and faireft 
judges of the times, than whom perhaps few 
.ages have produced better. 

If lertimony were of any weight, in proving 
author to be a genius, we Ihould find no 
great dilHculty to lucceed in this particular ; 
for, if the names of the immortal Dryden,' 
who was his friend ; the celebrated Jofepli Ad- 
difon, efq. who was his intimate acquaintance; 
the famous Henry St. John, afterwards lord- 
vifeountfiobngbroke, who lived with him in 
the gi eaieil intimacy ; and the ingenious Mr. 

f ievU Higgons, who was his relation, would 
uiHce, it is fecure ; more efpecially as they 
have all given it under their hands, and flaked 
(heir own credit with poHerity in fupport of 

his. 
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hi8. Bur, whwe a man’s writings are. extant* 
it is to them we ought to appeal ; and this 
will juflify our py}ducing his third poem to 
king James, Mr. Waller’s Compliment to him, 
and his own Reply. 

They are ail very fliort; and full to the 
point ; but perhaps it may nor be arnifs to 
remark, that our author wrote in the dawn of 
that m.ona’ch’s reign, and btforc ir u.is over- 
call by any of thole ofFenfive aets in favour of 
popery, which gaveoccallon to its being tianf- 
mitted in fo very differeut a light to fuccccdinj 
times. 


To the King. 

Heroes of old, bv rapine and by fpoil, 
fn fearch of fame did ail the world embroil ; 
Thus to their god’s each then ally’J his name, 
This fprung from Jove, arid that from Tiun 
came ; 

With equal valour, and the fame fuccefs. 
Dread king, might’ll thou the univexie op- 
pxcis : 

But ChriHian laws conllrain thy martial pride. 
Peace is thy choice, and piety thy gtfide.j 
By thy example kings are taught to fway, 
Heroes to fight, and faints may learn to pray. 

From Gods defeended, and of race divine, 
Neftor in council and Ulyflcs fhine ; 

Bat in a day of battle all would yield 
To the fierce mailer of the feven-fold Ihleld ; 

E 3 Their 
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'i'hcir very deities were grac’d no more, 

M.irs h«d the cotirage, jovc*’thc thunder bore. 
I’m all perfef^ions meet in J^ames alonCf 
And Britain’s king is all the gods in one. 


To tiic Author, on his foregoing 
. Versus to the King. 

By. Mr. Edmund Waller. 

An carh plant, ivhich foch a blofibm bears^ 
A* d OiOAt a I'ciiius, To beyond his years, 

A judgment that could make fo fair achoice» 
bo high a iubjei\ to employ his voice; 
brdi as it grows, how fwectly will he fing 
The giowit;g greatnefs o^our matchlcfs king. 


Answer. To Mr. Waller. 


When into Lybia the young Grecian came. 
To talk with Harmmon, artdconfult for fame / 
When from the facred tripod where he flood. 
The pricfl infpir’d faloted him a god ; 

Scarce loch a joy that haughty vidlor knew, 
own’d by Heaven, as 1, thus prais’d by 

? " yo«- 


Whoe’er their names can in thy numbers 
(how, 

Have more than empire, and immortal grow ; 

Ages 
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Ajfcs to come (hall fcorn the powera of old, 
When in thy v^rf# of greater gods they're told; 
Our beauteous queen, and royal James's name. 
For Jove and Junb ihaJl be plac’d by Fame ; 
Thy Charles for Neptune, (hall the Teas coin« 
mand. 

And Sacarifla (hall for Venus (land : 

Greece ihall no longer boaft, nor haughty 
Rome, ifc . 

But think from Britain all the gods did come. 

• 

We cannot, however, conclude thcfe.re. 
fnarks without conhrming what has been faid 
by the authority of a profclTei critic, who 
thought like a fcholar and wrote like a gentle- 
man. His work was addrelTed to the mj^rquis 
of Granby, in 1709. 

Wall^," fays. he, “ for the inufic rfbii 
numbers, the courtlinefs of his verfe, and t1>e 
cahnefs and happintTs of his thoughts oh a 
cboufand fubjeAs, delerves your lordmip’s con- 
fideratton more, perhaps, than any other ; be* 
caufe his marvner and his fuhjefts are more 
common to perfons of quality, and the affairs 
of a court. Mr. Granville, my lord, hath 
rivalled him in, ids fineil addrefs, and is as 
happy as he ever was in railing modern 
cojnpUments upon ancient ilory, and fetting 
off the Brittfh valour, and the Englilh beauty, 
with the old gods and goddeiTcs/' 

la the preface to a iubfequent ediiioo, he 
fays, on the fame fubjett, “ If I had feen my 
lord Lanfdowne's poems in one view, X might 
£ 4. have 
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have formed a jufter idea of the . greatnefs of 
his genius, and the delicacy of his wit; for, 
when 1 wrote thefe iheets, .they lay difperfed 
up and down in the Mifce^lanies ; but fome 
kind hand hath affembled the fcattered liars, 
and added another lyre to the conllc llation.” 

The great elleem in which he Rood at this 
coni t, and the many perfonal marks of favour 
he rectived frqjjji their majellies, added to the 
turn of his education, and the natui;il genero- 
fity of his temper, made Mr. Granville paf- 
fionately lo)a1 in that feafon of his life when 
few, and he the lead of any, had learned to 
dilFemble. 

At the time of the duke of Monmouth^s re- 
bellion, he was with great difficulty rellraincd 
from taking arms ^ and at the revolution he 
had a return of the fame political fever ; u hicb, 
without doubt, the reader will be pleafed to 
fee. 

This lingular and zealous letter has been 
often printed, but perhaps the following quo- 
tation from tbe impartial memoirs of a very 
worthy gentleman, wrote in the country, and ' 
at the very time, preci^ciy, when this letter 
was written, will render it better undcrilood. 

“ At this time,'* fays he, “ lord 'Thomas 
Howard was lieutenant of the well- riding, a 
rigid papiil, and now gone ambaflador to 
Rome. He had left but three deputies be- 
hind him, two of which alfo vvete papifts, 
and but two of the three were now in the 
country, while moll of the gentry of York- 

iliire 
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fhirc were comtf to the city, cxpeflipg to meet 
with writs for Jie choice of members, 

“ I therefore* prcflTed the high-ftierifF to 
give notice to ftme gentlemen, while I con- 
vened others for the next day, when Sir 
Flenry Gooderick began a difcoui*fe, which I 
feconded, to ftiew how little we were able to 
ferve the king with the militia, without ano- 
ther lord lieutenant, under whom we might 
lawfully ferve, meaning a proteftant; and at 
the fame time we fubferibed a reprefen taiion of 
our cafe to his majelly. I was vveiiawSre how 
very ungrateful this would be to him ; bi t, 
to obviate hL difpleafure, I gave him private 
intelligence of the intention to prepare it, and 
begged of him to excufe the concern I had 
therein, aHaring him it was now abfolutcly for 
his fervice.- 

In the midft of this, down comes a fpe- 
cial meflenger to purge the corporation, to 
put out the former lord-mayor and aldermen, 
and to appoint others, almoU all papifts ; bat 
the commiiTion was fo defeftive, arid there 
were fuch miftakes in the execution of it, as 
fruftrared the defign. 

** The next day I prevailed with the lord- 
mayor to call a hall ; upon wh/ch ppcalion, I 
fpolce to them a fall half hour, and fo con- 
vinced ihem of the evil aits which had been 
put in pra£lice again ft me, and the great in- 
jufticc done me, that they all Teemed to be 
converts in my favour; and, to add to what 
E 5 1 faid 
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1 fald, i .gave them up the keys, but made 
them own it as a courtefy, and^pjA>mife to re- 
ftore them to me again, whefiever I dcfired it. 
And now lord Fairfax, a Roipan catholic, and 
lord lieutenant of the noith-riding, being at 
York, oblerved to me, it could be for no good 
end that the lords DevonQiire and Danby 
were come down to the country, though the 
former pretended he was only come to view 
his eilate, and the latter to drink the waters at 
Knarefborough, 

“ I’hey were both of them frequently en- 
gaged in converfation at Sir Henry Cioode- 
lick's ; and the hrlt of them came to York, 
where I paid all imaginable civilities to him, 
and received the fame from him : the other I 
waited on at Sir Henry’s, not fufped^ing that 
men of their high quality and great eilate, 
jcould intend any thing prejudicial to the go- 
vernment, or dangerous to themfelves ; -and 
indeed their outward behaviour was very de- 
cent and innocent. 

• Two days afterwards I had an exprefs from 
lord Piefton, the new fccrciary of ftate, Sun- 
derland, whow'as turned papill, and had been' 
liic author of great mifehief fince he had been 
near the king, being laid afide, to acquaint 
me, that‘'his majefty had given a very kind 
jcccpiion to our leprefentation on the part of 
the ccun ry ; and, that, in compliance there- 
with, he had named the duke of Newcadle to 
be lord-lieutenant ai all Vorkihire^ arid his 

grace 
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grace coming to town foon after, appointed 
his depuues^nj;! militia oiKcers, both horfe and 
foot. • 

“ The king began now, though fatally too 
late, to be feniible of his error, in carrying 
matters to fo eiiormous a length, fit the inlli- 
gation of popifti counfels, and now reftored fc- 
veral juibces of the peace in moil counties, as 
alfo the old charters all England over. He 
now tjuits his hold of the bifhop of London, 
does juiHce to Magdalen college, and begins 
again to court the church of England**' 

We may now proceed to the letter, which, 
from the perufal of this paflage, may be un- 
derilood in the moil minute particulars ; and, 
perhaps, taken together, they will afford the 
juileft pi^ure of the (late of the north of Eng- 
land at that great criffs ; a thing not to be met 
with in any of our hiffories, and yet very ca- 
pable of inllrading us in points of very gteac 
importance, and in particular ffiewing us how 
that great turn came to be fo eafily made ; for 
king James had really fabverted his own go- 
vernment, before he was attacke^d from abroad, 
and, by a ft range mutability of counfels, dif- 
abled bis friends from ailing when he was at- 
tacked. 

• Thefe are the mod curious, an (f moll inte- 
refting parts of hillory ; and yet, not to be 
written with* any tolerable degi'ee of certaihty, 
but from fuch memoirs, and fuch letteri, as 
theft?, where affe^ion liUed the heart/ and truth 
guided the pen. 

E 6 Mar, 
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Mar, near Doncaftrr, G£f. 6, i68S. 

t 

To the Honourable Mr. Bernard Gran- 
ville, at the Earl of Bathe's, St. James's. 

S J R, 

“ Your having no profpefl: of obtauJing a 
commiflion for me, can no way alter or cool 
my delire at this important jundure, to ven- 
ture my life in fome manner or other, for my 
king and country. 

** 1 cannot bear living under the reproach 
cf lying obfeure and idle in a country retire- 
ment^ when every man, who has the Icail ienfe 
of honour, (hould be preparing for the field. 

** You may remember. Sir, with what re > 
fuflance I fubniitted to your commands upon 
Monmouth’s rebellion, when no inipouunuy 
could prevail with you to permit me to leave 
the academy: 1 was too young to be hazarded; 
but, give me leave to fiy, it is gloiious, at 
' any age, to die for one’s country j and, the ' 
fooner the more noble the faci ifice. 

** 1 am now older by three years. My un- 
cle, Bather. was not (6 dd, when he was left 
among the flain at the battle of Newberry ; 
nor you ydurfclf, Sir, when you made your 
efcipe from your tutors, to join your brother 
Mi ikt defence of Scilly, 


« The 
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«* The famd caufe is nowcoxne round about * 
again ; thtf king has been mifled ; let thofe 
who have mifled him, be anfwerablo for i(; 
no body can depy but he is facred in his own 
perfon, and it is every honed man’s duty to 
defend it, 

“ pleafed to fay, it is yet doubtful 

if the Hollanders are ralh enough to nftake 
fuch an attempt ; but, be that as it will, 1 beg 
leave to infift upon it, ‘that I may be prefented 
to his majefty, as one whofe utmoft ambition it 
is to devote his life to his fcrvice,* and my 
country’s, after the example of all my anccf* 
tors. 

*• The gentry adcmbled at York, to agree 
upon the choice of reprefentativcs for the 
county, have prepared an add refs, to aflure his 
majeily, they are ready to facrifice their Eves 
and fortunes for him, upon this and all other 
oCcahons ; but, at the fame time, they humbly 
befeech him, to give them fuch magiftrates, as 
may be agreeable to the laws of the land, for 
at prefent there is no authority to which they 
can fubmit. 

They have been beating for volunteers at 
York, and the towns adjacent, to fupply the 
regiments at Hull, but no body will HlL 

By what 1 can learn, every Body wiihes 
well to the king, but they would be glad his 
miniders were hanged. 

The winds continue fo contrary, that no 
landing can be fo foon as was apprehended ; 

there- 
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tlierefore I may hope. With your leave aod 
afiiftancc, to be in readinefs before any adiion 
can begin. J bcfcech you, Sh*, mod humbly, 
and mod earnedly, to add this one a£l of in- 
-dulgence more, to fo many other tellimonics 
which I have conllantly received of your good- 
nefs : and he pjeafed to believe me always, 
with the utmodduty and fubmidion, 

Sir, ’ 

• ** Your mod dutiful Ton, 

and mod obedient fervant, 

* Geo, Granville,*^ 


After things were fettled, Mr. Granville 
purfued his dudles, and gratified his tade for 
poetry in the enjoyments ot private life. 

He was the younger ion of a younger 
brother, andofeourfo much redrained in point 
of fortune ; and, as matters were then fituated 
with bis faniHy, had no rraibn |p exped any 
•favours from the adminidration. However, 
the hereditary pnideoce of his family, though 
it ftipplied^not mil deficknees, yet covered all 
.defers from public appearance ; and his exa^ 
behaviour, and corre^ oecoi^my, prevented 
/the world from difeerning^ that Providence, 
^^h9Ugk indulgent in all other refpe^U, had, to 

render 
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render chat indulgence more beneitciali denied 
him riches ftiit^bie to the rank in which his 
birth had placed*him. This was the more re- 
markable, becaiife, when he afterwards en- 
joyed a more afHuent income, that commenda- 
ble oeconoffiy was no more difcejned, which 
had been the ornament of his youth ; where- 
as, in mod men, it is either an infirmity^t- 
tending old age, or, at lead, a habit produced 
by experience. 

Being thus excluded from that circle of plea- 
fures in which young men are generally iin- 
merfcd, and, at the fame time debarred thofe 
padages to fame, in- which the mat rial difpo- 
iition of his family would have inclined him 
10 tread,, he druck outamufements of another 
kind, and, though by a different road, reached 
the temple of Honour fooner than mod of his 
contemporaries. 

His dramatic pieces were of very different 
kinds, and written in very different maimers ; 
but they were all well received, and owed, (hat 
reception to their intrindc merit, as much ns 
to the general edeem and refpeA that all the 
polite .world profcdfed for their author. They 
are, to fay the truth, pieces that have often 
pafTed the prefs, without any diminution of 
that praife which they received upon the da^e. 

We have three plays of his, of which u is 
neceffary to fpcak feparately, and vcrydiffiiodlw 
ly, becaufe there are fevcral circomffanccB that 
.are fit to be known in relation to them, which 
yet are not mentioned in his works. 


I. The 
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I, The She Gallanti, a ccJmedy, aded at 
the theatre-royal in Little- Lincoliv*s inn fields, 
1696. ^ • 

In the advertifement origicially prefixed tri 
this play, it is laid to be the Child of a Child ; 
and it is urged, in the way of ai'ology for it, 
That it was written at an age when iome per- 
forin were but beginning to fpell. 

At firll it met wdth applaufc ; but a ru- 
mour being indufirioufly propagated, that it 
was calculated to turn fome great charadleis 
into rid'icule, a formidable party was railed 
againft it : notwithftandir.g which, it was fe- 
vcial limes pla}ed with fuccefs. 

The author always averted, that the allufions 
before- mentioned were downright afperfions ; 
and, indeed, fuppofing the play to be wrote in 
1682, (r 1683, or even two or three years 
later, the author mufl: have been a prophet, ^as 
well as a poet, to have aimed his fatyr as it 
was fuppofed to have been diredled. Befides, 
its original intention was private amufement, 
and it was an unforefecn accident which 
brought it upon the Hage ; fo that, in this, as , 
it olten happens, the piece was gulitlcfs; it 
was the inuendo that made the libd ; and th« 
apprehenfions of falfe friends, which b/ought 
certain charafilers upon the carpet, for which 
the the play and its author fuffered, though, 
in reality, neither was to blame Many years 
after, he corre^ed it, and gave it a new title, 
and then it was called, Once a Lover, and aK 
ways a Lover, a Comedy. 


la 
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In the prifacc, he ohferves, This ij a 
building upon'ai) old foundation ; and» that^ 
taking it under|exatni nation* fo many years 
after it^vas written, he flatters himfclf to have 
made a corredl comedy of it. To juflify this 
pains, he fays, that he found it regular, the 
Icene con fl ant to one place, the time not^- 
ceeding the bounds preferibed, and the adlion 
entire. 

He proceeds to point out the principal alter- 
ations that have been made, and concli^des with 
the following rem^fk. Whether this infant 
dtjferved a new coat, or whether, now he is 
provided with one, it may fet him off better, 
IS, with all deference, fubmitted. An author 
flatters himU lf very ridiculoufly, if he can flip- 
pofe it in his power to argue and rcafon thfe 
world into judging as he himfelf perhaps may 
do of his own work.” 

In praife of this performance, we €nd ft 
faid, 1 hat it has a great deal more wit than 
4he flage is generally ufed to ; dialogue equal- 
led by lew ; and more juft laiirical obfervatt- 
ons than moft of our modern comedies. 

Thefe, together with the commendations be- 
fore given by the author, may be all true; but 
at the fame time, it is as true, there is fcarce a 
Angle feene, in which there arc not exp»-eflions 
found, unworthy of him, and of the Biitifti 
ftage ;.and for which all the wit, humour, and 
vivacity, with which they are mingled* can 
never atone. Whatever is immodeft is inex- 
cufcable ; we can never preiume, that he hj|s 

corrediofi 
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corredion in his view, by wjiorccwritings the 
corruption of hia audience i& any clanger of 
being brought about ; and, if the true end of 
the Itage be, to expofe ana ridicule^ vice, it 
looks hke defeating it, to introduce language 
and charafiers of the worftfort, in fuch a man- 
as to make the nQoft:p}eaiiiig imprelTions. 

2. Heroic Love, a Tragedy, afted at the 
theatre- royal with great applaufe, 1696, 

This was very jullly cftcemed a capital per- 
formance, and, as Mr. Gildon very truly fays, 
it was an attempt to rellorc the antient manner 
of writing tragedy at the expence of the mo- 
dern. In it, Mr, Granville obferved the 
RiitSlell rules of the antient drama : theafiton 
is finglr, the fccnc is never varied, and the 
4 ime is the fame with the tepre&ntation. All 
extravagance, all unnecefTiry incidents, are 
cut off j nothing can be more ccirreA, Or more 
/lec from what is called fudian, than the dic- 
tion of this piece. It is founded upon the 
Iliad, and wrote according to the laws of Aii*- 
ilotle: it has been very juftly commended, 
and moft certainly (hews an accurate judgment' 
very capable of curbing even the moft exalted 
genius. It is, however, to fpcak the truth, as 
is our doty, rather free from faults, than 
abounding with beauties ; and entertains orte, 
At leaft, as much in the clofet, as it could do 
iOn the theatre. But, notwithftanding ibis, we 
iiouft allow it great merit, as it (hewed what 
‘ JBight be done, wichoot having recourfe to im- 
,:probabiluies or rant. It is in this light that 
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it xmifl; be confideredt in order to juflify the 
high praifcs giVon the author ; and, when 
cbniidered in thif| light, it will effedtially juf* 
tify him; wrote as it is, with dignity and 
fpirit, great beauty of fentiment, and without 
any of thofe improprieties which* have been 
objedled to the Englifti tragedy ; no diftorti£» 
of hidory, no incredible hdions, no (bedding 
erf blood upon theflage ; but all that decoruin 
preferved, which the (Irifi rules of criticifm 
demand. , 

It was introduced with all pofllble advan- 
tages ; the prologue was written by the right 
honourable Henry Sc. John, efq. the epilogue 
by Mr. Bevil Higgons; and both arc very nne 
pieces : but what did him the greated honour^ 
were the numerous •compliments bedewed up- 
on his play after it appeared in print ; and, as 
great politicians fometiroes unite the mod op- 
police intereds, fo our author drew the prailcs 
of parties, feldom heard in commendation of 
the fame thing, the ladies and the critics. But 
what mod have given him the highed pleafure, 
as it was the fureft proof of Jus fuccefs, was 
the following incomparable poem of Mr. John 
DVyden, which alone is fofficient to fix his eha* 
rader with poderity, and to iecure-his reputa- 
tion as a poet againll all the attacks of igno- 
rance or envy ; a poem that does equal honoar 
to him and to the author, and abounds with 
found fenfe and concludve argument, delivered 
with all the force of poetry* accompanied with 
all the harmony of numbers, and glowing 

with 
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wifb that difintercfted fricndlhip V^hich great 
minds only fed, and which a 'great genius only 
could eji^prefs, > f 

To' Mr. Granville. 


On his excellent Tragedy called! 
Heroic Love;. 

« 

Anfplcious poet, wert thou not my, friend, , 
How could I envy w'hat f mnft commend f 
But fincc ’ti5 Nature’s law, in love and wit, 
That youth fhould reign, and withering age 
fubmit. 

With lefs regret thofe laurels I refigni 
Which dying on my brows, revive on thine. 
With better grace an antient chief may yield 
The long-cont<?nded honours of the field, 

Than venture all his- fortune at a caft, 

And fight, like Hannibal, to lofc at lalV. 
Young princes, obllinate to win the prize, 
Tho’ yearly beaten, yearly yet they rife : 

Old monarchs, tho’ fucccfsful, ftlil in doubt. 
Catch at a peace ; and wifely turn devout. 

^ Thine be tlfe laurel then j ihy blooming age 
Can bell, if any can, fupport the ftage ; 
Which fo declines, that Ihortly W'e may lee 
Players and plays reduc’d to fecond infancy. 
Sharp to the world, but thoughtlefs of rcnowti* . 
They plot not on the ftage, but on the town. 

And, 
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And, in dcfpaii^ their empty pit to fill,. 

Set up fome fo^ign moniler In a bill : 

Thus they jog od ; Hill tricking, never thiiv* 
ing ; 

And murd'ring plays, which they mifcall re* 
viving. 

Our fcnfe is nonfenfe, thro* their pipes copfu^ 
vey’d ; 

Scarce can a poet know the play he made ; 

’Tib To difguis’d in death : nor thinks *tis he 

That fuffers in the mangled tragedy. 

Thus Itys firll was kill'd, and after dretl 

For his own fire, the chief invited guefi. 

I fay not this of thy fuccersful {cenes ; 

Where thine was all the glory, theirs the 
gains : 

With length of time, much judgment, and 
more toil. 

Notill they adled what they could not fpoil; 

Their fetting-fun* fiill ihoots a glimm*ring 
ray. 

Like antient Rome, majcftic in decay : 

And better gleaning thc.r wern foil can boafi. 

Than the crab vintage of the neighboring 
coafi %» 

This difFrence yet the judging worlj) will fee, 

Thou copied Horner^ and they copy thee. 


• Mr. Betterton's company in Lmcolii*s-uin-field9. . 
} Drury^lane play>houfe. 


3. The 
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3. The Jew of Venice, sfliered from the 
Merchant of Venice, written, by Shakefpear, 
1701. ® 

The profits of this play (.ere defigned for 
Mr. Dryden, but, upon his death, given to 
his fon. The prologue was fpoken by the 
^hoAs of Shakefpear and Dryden, and was 
Written by Mr. Bevil Higeons. It was well 
received then, and much eiteemed knee. The 
chief meric of it is, that much of the original 
author is retained, and the alterations chieBy 
confilTin (horte<iing the feenes, and difpacch- 
ing the bufinefs of die play with more veraci*- 

ty. . 

To comply with the humour of ih** t m* s the 
Mafque of Peleus and Thetis was itrtroduced, 
of which fomething will i>e faid hereafter. 

if the Jew of V'enicc be more fit tor the 
ilage, the Merchant of Venice will be moft 
efleemcd iu the clofet. The Icene is Italy, and 
we fee the grave and the comic manners ot the 
Ital.ans finely preferved. The femiments arc 
truly noble and nervouily exprelTed ; the mo- 
rality is equally linking and pleating; the^ 
characters tirongly marked, and yet extremely 
natural ; the whole piece abounding with fen- 
^ble reE^ions, and tbofe very capable of be- 
ing applied in the common condu^ of life. 
On the whole, we may affirm of this play, 
that fuch as underfiand it beft will it 

moil ; and, that, chough it may be rendered 
morefafhionable, yet it can never befo altered 
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ss to be improved. This v^as our author’s 
fenfc of the thui^ as well as ours, and there- 
fore it is not cemure^ but compliment, whea 
we fubmit to it. ^ 

He was as true a judge of the powers of ma- 
fic as the harmony of numbers ; and amongd 
the fmall number of poets acquainted with 
happy il'cret of combining both uithout^nT- 
juiy to either. What he has written in prole 
would have done him honour upon the fubje^t 
as a critic ; but what be has ^ne in verfe, 
does him Hill more honour, as it (hewed he 
was able to execute, with fpirit and vivacity, 
what his judgment taught him with the utmoll 
Corrc^lnels. Thcfc found, in refped to th^ 
compofitions, was truly a comment upon the 
fenfe.*, and one might have expeded that what 
he wrote in this Hyle (hould have carried the 
opera higber in Britain than even in Italy ; 
but perhaps it has had a contrary efed. His 
theory has been always acknowledged perfpi- 
cuous, noble, and juH; bur, like other great 
mailers, his pradice, upon trials has l>een 
found inimitable. 

We have before hinted the difficulty of {ti- 
ling the chronology of our author’s writings. 
He cooapoied tnoH oflus poetical pieces when 
ht was ft peiied child ^ he reviewed^ height-** 
ened, and improved them, in the middle part 
Ojf hk life; he revifed, corredled, and gave 
them the lad touches, when hia judgment was 
molt mature. Hia poetic comp^tions of this 
kiml are but two. 


1. Peleua 
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I. Pcleus and Thetis, a Mafque, originally* 
introduced in the Jew of Venice. 

The whole of this exquifite performance is 
fet to mufic. The argument is, That Peleus, 
being in love with Thetis, by the afllllance of 
Proteus, obtains her favour; but Jupiter being 
alfb in love with the fame immortal beauty, 
cSV-rs her from him, and condemns Peleus to 
fuffer endlefs pains on mount Caucafus. There 
he has an opportunity of confulting Promethe- 
us, /killed in allrology ; upon whofe prophecy, 
that the fon born of Thetis fhouid prov'e greater 
than his father, Jupiter defiAs from his pre- 
tenfions, and Peleus, with hisconfent, efpoufes 
Thetis. The reader will allow us to juftify 
what has already been advanced, by a ihorc 
quotation towards the end of the mafque* 

Prometheus to Jupiter. 

Son of Saturn, take advice, 

From one whom fhy fevere decree 
Has furnifh’d leifure to grow wife; 

Thou ruPil the gods, but Fate rules thee. 

The Prophecy. 

Whoe’er the immortal maid comprefSng, 
Shall talle joy, and reap the''bleiiing ; 

Thus th’ unerring liars advife : 

From that aufpicious night, an heir lhall rife 
Paternal glories to efface, 

^The moll iJluftrious of his race, 

Tho* fprang from him who rules the Ikies. ^ 

Jupiter, 



GEORqE GRANVILLE. 97 

' • 

Japjter. [Apart.] 

Shall then the Von of Saturn be undone. 
Like Saturn, by an impious Ton ? 

Juftly th’ impartial fates confpire* 
Dooming that (bn to be the fire. 

Of fuch another fon. 

Confeious of ills that I have done. 

My fears to prudence (hall advjfe. 

And guilt, that made me great, (hall mako 
me wife. 

The fatal bleffing I relign , 

Peleus take the maid divine^, 

Jove confenting, (he is thine ; 

' The fatal blefling 1 refign J, 

2. The Britilh Enchanters ; or. No Magic 
like Love: a Dramatic Poem, with fecnes, 
machines, mufic, and dedbrations, See, 

Our author, in a fliort preface prefixed to 
this work, tells us, that, of all public fpec- 

tacles, that which (hould be called an opera, 
is calculated to give the higheft delights there 
is hardly any ait but what is required to fur- 
niih towards the entertainment; and there 
fomething or other to be jprovided-, that may 
touch every fenfe and pleaie every palau\^ 

* Giving her to Pclcus, 

X Joins their haiiJs, 

F 


VOL.IX. 


He 
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He obfervcs, that the French opera is per- 
fed in the decorations, the dancing, and mag- 
iii fierce ; the Italian excelstin the mufjc -aiid 
voices, but the drama falls fhort in both. An 
Englifh (loqiach, he fays, requires fomething 
folid and fubflantial, and will never rife fatif- 

"Tflitif from a regale of Aveetmeats. W6 liatc, 
fiys lie, fevcral poems under the name of 
Dramatic Opeias, by the beft hands ; but the 
fubjtds, for the moft part, have been impro- 
perly chofen; Mr, Addifon’s Rofamond, and 
Mr. Congreve’s Semcle, are rather niafqucs 
than operas. 

. At the ciofc of his preface, n6 gives the 
following account of his own performance, 
which may alfo be ftilcd the hilloiy of it. 

“ The unities are rcligioully obferved ; the 
place is the fame, varied only into different 
piofpeds, by the power of enchantment; all 
the incidents fall within the time of reprefenta- 
tion : the plot is one principal adlion, and of 
that hind which introduces variety of turns 
and changes, all tending to the fame point ; 
the ornaments and decorations are of a piece 
with it, fo that one could not well fubfirt with- 
out the other ; every adl concludes with fonic 
i 3 ncxpe£led revolution ; and, in the end, vice 
is punifhed, virtue rewarded, and the moral is 
inltruftive. Rhyme, which I would by no 
means admit into the dialogue of graver tra- 
gedy, feems to me the moft proper ftyle for 

reprefen- 
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rcprefentatigns *of this heroic romantic kind, 
and bed adapt^^ to accompany mufic, Tnd 
folemn language^of a haughty tyrant will, by 
1)0 means, become a paffionate lover; pnd ten- 
der fenriments require the Tofieft colouring ; 
the theme mud govern the ilyle, ev’^ery thought, 
every chavafter> every fubje£l, of a 
nature, mull fpeak a different language. ^An 
humble lover’s gentle addrefs to his inillrels 
would rumble ilrangely in ihc M; Ironic d»~ 
aledl ; and the foft harmony of Mr. WalLu’s 
numbers, would ill become the ino’utlis of 
Lucifer and Belzebuh. I'he terrible and t!)e 
tender^ mull be ft* t to different notes of mulir. 
To conclude ; this dramatic attempt, wa^ tlu* 
fill effay 01 a very infant mufe, rather as a tafic 
at fich hours- as wore free from any other ex- 
creifes, than any v, ay meant for public c.Uci- 
f'linment: bjt Mr. Betteiron having had aca- 
faal light of it many )ears after it' was written, 
begged it ibr the dage, wlierc* it found f) fa- 
vourable a reception, as to have an uninter- 
rupted run of at lead forty day*^- 'Jlie repara- 
tion of the puincipd a^lors, which foon fol- 
lowed, and the introdudion of the Italian 
opera, put a Ilop to its Luther appearance, 
had h been compofed at a riper time of life, 
the faults might have been fewer : however, * 
upon revifing it now, at fo great a diffance of 
time, with a cooler judgment than the firff 
conceptions of youth will allow, I cannot ah- 
folutcly fay, fciipfiffc pudec,” 

f 2 It 
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It remains that we give a fpecimen of his 
power in refpeft to numbers, Wthich is the pre- 
rogative of our language, of the moft exten- 
five influence, and which, ncftwithllanding, is 
the leaft underllood. For this reafon, there- 
fore, we will produce fuch an inftance ; and if> 
^r the Ibort time he is reading it, the reader 
WiA forget Mr. Dryden*s Ode upon St. Ceci- 
lia's day, he will not be able to recolledl a 
£ncr piece of lyric poetry in the Britilh tongue. 

Ode to Discord. 

When Love’s away, then Difeord wigns. 
The furies he unchains, 

Bids Aeolus unbind 
The northern wind 
That fetter’d lays in caves ; 

And root up trees, and plow the plains ; 
Old Ocean frets and raves : 

From their deep roots the rocks he tears, 
Whole deluges lets fly, 

That daih againft the fky, 

And feem to drown the flars. 

Th’ alTaulted clouds return the fliock. 

Blue light’nings flnge the waves, 

And Ihunder rends the rock. 

Then Jove ufurps his father’s crown^ 
Inftru^ling mortals to afpire ; 

The father would deftroy the fon, 

.I'he fon dethrones the fire ; 

Tho 
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The TittfnSk to regain their right, 

Prepare to try»a feoond fight ; 

Briareus arms his hundred hands, 

Aod inarches forth the bold gigantic baads^ 

Pelion, upon Ofla thrown. 

Steep Olympias they invade ; 

Gods and giants tumble down, 

And Mars is ibiPd by Encclade. 

Horror, confufion, dreadful ire,® 
Daggers, poifon, fwoid, and fire. 

To execute the deilin’d wrath confpire i 
The furies loofe their fnaky rods, « 
And lafh both men and gods. 

The chorus repeat the lad danza. 


He was not one of thofe fine cafy writer* 
that compofe a poem in a morning, but re- 
markably careful and curious about every thing 
he wrote; fo that his verfss never appeared 
till they had undergone a fevere examination ; 
and, even after they had received the fain^lioa 
•f public applaud:, (hey were not fafe from 
bis cadigation ; he thought he ha«f a right W 
trim and prune the piodufts of his imagina* 
tion as long and as often as he thought fit, and 
ix is certain that he exercifed this right thro* 
his whole life. Like Ovid and Tibullus, his 
iDuic was employed in tranfioiutmg^e charms 
F 3 of 
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bcniry, ab far as they can be tiKnfmitted by 
ififife of portly, to fucccedirgftiines. He begun 
wbeie Wailer ended \ and, is hp had conaT- 
rod im mortality on lady Dorothea Sidney, un- 
der the name of Sacharifla, fo the conntefs of 
Nrwbourg, who was Granville’s Mira, wid 
.as lOi'g as the Engliih language : but, as 
much aj he excelled in the amortms, he excel- 
led ^dfo in other kinds of poetry j and had the 
genius and learning, as well as" the fpiiit and 
turn, o-f Ovid, as appears cleaily from one of 
the nv:ft Ix-'sutiful pieces of poetical criticilm 
il.ar is ary where extant. 

Tf is performance is his e/Tay on the unnatu- 
ral fl ghts in poetry. The earl of Mulgrave, 
afttr^vatds fucccfiively dillinguithed by the ti- 
tles of Noimandy and Buckinghamlhlre, had 
wrc/te an admirable piece, entitled, An Eday 
on Poetry ; the earl of Rofeommon had Ike- 
wife written with the fame title upon tranfluted 
vei fe. 

Our author, to compJeat the fubje£f, wrote 
this third efiay, to (hew, that, noiwithdanding 
all the notions of poetic liberty, whatever ia ' 
abfurc}, extravagant, or unnatural, can never 
be either fublime or beautiful. He w'rote like- 
» annotations to explain, to eilablKh, and 
to confirm his rules, by examples. The fol- 
lowing inllances will give the reader an idea of 
hifi poem* 


Tbua 
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Thus poetry ha^ ample fpace to foar, 

Nor needs forUcMen regions to explore; 

Such vaunts as h^s who can with piiiencc read. 
Who thus dele: ioes his heroes (lain and dead. 

“ * Kill’d as he wa®, infcnfible of death, 

** He ilill ri*.ht5 on, and Iccrns to yicid 
“ breath,” • ' 

The noify cub crin, o’crchargcd, lets fly. 

And bu:‘il: utiaiiriin^^ in lue jeadeu fky : 

Such frantic flights aic liiie a iiTad man’s 
dreum, 

And Nature fulFcrs in the wide extreme. 

The captive canlbal, weigh’d down \vl:lx 
*. ..chains, 

Yet braves his foes, revilci, provolces, dif- 
daifis j 

Of nature fierce, untamcrble, and proud, 

He grins defiance at the gaping crowd ; 

And fpent at lail, and rpecchltTs a'? he lies, 
With looks flill tlireat’ning, mocks their uge 
and dies : 

This is the utmoft Hretch that nature can. 

And all beyond is fulfom, faife, and vain. 

I needed not to have tiavcllcd To far for aa*' 
extravagant flight, I remember one of Britlik 
growth of the like nature. 


£ 


* Arioft:^. 
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See thofe dead bodies hence convey’d with 
care, 

Life may perhaps return— change of 
air. 


But I chofe rather to corre£l gently by fr»- 
examp!- hopln;^; that fiich as are con* 
Oi' Usi li'cc exrrl^cs, will tnkc the hint, 
and fv’crei-y nprove tlvTircb'cs : it may be 
p h: Jer feme to inainoiiii rage and 

to L)*f hit but the foul and 

boOy once p'irt Oil, iheic iiiuil nccelRril) be a 
determination of adlon. 

. Qujclcunque 0/lv.ndis mihi Ac increclulus odi, 

I canno' fori)'?aj qviotjng cn this occafion, 
us an fxanqde lor thepielcnt purpefe, two )iO- 
ble ].nc' f)\ jafptr Main’s, in the Colledion 
of the Oxford Vtrfe.s, printed in the yeao* 
J643, upo/i ttjL Heath of iny grandfather, Sir 
Bevil Granville, flain i-i the lieat of adion, at 
ihv battle of Lanfdoune, The poet, after 
having dcfciibed the tight, the Ajldiers, ani- 
mated by the example of their leader, and en- 
raged at his death, thu.'> concludes ; 

Thus he being /lain, his adlion fought anewt 
And the dead conquer’d, whilll the living dew.. 

This is agreeable to truth, and within the 
compafs of nature . it is thus only that the*' 
^ dead can adl. 


Beauty's 
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Beau ty’ 3 * th^ theme ; fome nymph divinely 
fair • 

ihe mule ; let truth be even there, 
pointers iinttcr, fb may poets too. 

But to rciemblancc iiiuil ever true. 

“ * The day !hat ihe waj )•: -i' ihe i./f ' 

“ queef) 

liad like r’nave cl>'u chro' y a-Ni thif/ 

“ fplcer. : 

The f^Ttices in a hu*!)' it ii the 
‘‘ 'r>j ha^ ; u> ixer eyes ; 

** »!> I'tr jje.'Ut 3 placp;, 

** WoLi'vi laiGw : up it in hv- 

•' i tCc/' 

'rho’ \vrr':e by gte.*'.* i ieh lines Oft 

there. 

Such civil nonihnfb fu^c c n«l never nleafc ; 
Waller, the oth oi“ xj*. , ;-‘f'd tr,i;n. 

1 o liiclt tlic ‘ . - ' ir- ing fwam, 

Le jour qa’ lie axiuit Venas Mci* (^a' im- 
inortelle, 

Pentii moarir de honte, en la voyant fi bellc> 
Les graces a Tcovi dcfceiidireru dcs cieux 
Pour avoir Phoncur d’ accompagner fqs ycujr,* 
Kt I'amour qui ne put encre dans Ion courage, 
Voulout obilinemeiu loger fur ibn viiage. 

• CorneiUcr 

P S' 
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'rhi5 15 a lover’s defcription of bis milhcrsr. 
Ijy the great Corneille ; civil to be fare, ard 
polite as any thing can be. Let any body turn 
over Waller, and he will fee how much more 
rat«rally and delicately the Englifli author 
treats liie article ^of Love, than the cclebiated 
^^icnchman. 

IVould not, however, be thought, by any 
derogatory quotation, to take from the merit 
of a writer, whofe reputation is fo unive^laI^y 
and fo jullly eftabhlbed in all nations ; 1 ut I 
faid before, I rather choofc, where any failings 
are to be found, to Gorreft my own coiintry- 
Bicn by foreign examples, than to piovoke 
' ''hem by inftances drawn from their -owm writ- 
ings. Human um eft crrarc. 

1 cannot forbear one quotaiien more from 
'^another celebrated French author. Tt is an-epi- 
gram upon a monument for Francis 1. king of 
I'vanco, byway of queftion and anfwer; which 
in Engliih is verbatim thus : 

Under this marble, who lies buried here ? 
Francis the Great, a king beyond compare , , 
Why has fo great a king fo fmall a ftone ? 

Of that great king here’s but the heart alone, 
l"hen ot ihis conqueror here lies but part ; 

No — here he lies all — for he was all heart, 

TKc author was a Gafeon, to whom I can 
properly oppofc nobody fo well as a Wellhman ; 
for which purpofe I am farther forniflied from 
%hicfore‘iBtndoned of Oxford verfes, 

?? with 
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with an epigi^rn, by Martin LIucliin, upon 
the fame which I renieinber to ha\e 

heard often reptfeted to me when I was a boy. 
Befides, from whence can we draw better ex- 
amples, than from tlie very feat and nurieryof 
theniufes? 

Thus flain thy valiant anceftor did lie,, • 
When his one bai k a navy did defy ; 

When now encompafs’d round he vlelor flood, 
And bathM his pinnace in his conquhing 
blood> • 

’Till all the purple current, dry’d and fpenr. 
He fell, and made the waves his monument. 
Where lhall the next fam’d Granville^ aint^. 
Hand ? 

Thy granduie's Alls the ( csl , and thine the land. 

I cannot fay the two lafl lines, in whiv;h 
confilVs the fling or point of the epigram, are 
llri<flly cp.iformable to the rule heiein fet down; 
the word aihes, mecaphoriciiJIy, can fjgnlfy 
nothing but fame, which is meie found, and 
can fill no f^ acc either orUud or lea; the 
WeKhman, however, mull be allowed to have 
outdone the Gafepn. I’he fallacy of the French 
ep’gram appears at hrfl light : but thcEiigbilt 
flrikes the fancy, fufpends and Jar/ 4 lcs .the* 
j,udgmcnt, and may, peihaps, be allowed to 
pafs under the fheher of thole .daring hyper- 
boles, Avhich, by prefenting an obvious mean- 
mg, make their way, according to beneca 
through incredible to true, 

F 6 
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At the a^4Cffflian «>f q^cen Anne, he flood as^ 
fair in the general eiltem any man of his 
age, which was aboot five a'pd twenty. His 
father, who was joft dead, had made fome pro- 
Vi6on for him ; and his uncle, the earl of 
Bath, who did not furvive him long, had alfo 
•.left Mr. Granville a fmall annuity ; which, 
widA the credit of his coufin, foon after cre- 
ated lord Granville of Potheridge, engaged 
him to come into parltament; and he was ac- 
cordingly chofen for Fowey, in the firft parlia- 
ment of the queen, with John Hicks, efq. 

Soon after, he pohliihed, in conjun^ion 
with fevcral other patriots, one of the orations 
-*of DemoflbeDes, in order to excite a proper 
fpirit in the nation againfl France ^ for, as an 
eminent writer obfcrvcs, the Tories were at 
this time looked upon as fincerely inclined to 
Ttgoroos meafures. This ircw fpecimen of lu 
teratore gained him many friends, at the farr e 
time that i\ added highly to his reputation, and 
is ftill in very great eftcem. 

As few countries we^c ever blcfled ^ith more 
great men at one feafon than this ifland at chat 
lime, we may obferve, that, in no period that 
can be afGgned, there ever appeared a truer or 
a warmer/piric of liberty ; it was to keep op 
this fpiritj that fome of our ablefl patriots 
' thought it might be expedient to trandate fome 
ef the beft orations of Demoflhenes, as con- 
taining the mod perf«aiive arguments to ani» 
^»iatc the fubje^s of a free ftate, to exert their 
lamoft Hiength in oppofing the pemkioiis de- 
V figns 
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5gns of an amTiitioiis and over bearing neigh- 
bour ; they* thought it very fortunate^ that, as 
withoit any tij^nifeft abfurdity they might 
compare their own government to that of 
Athens ; there was, at the fame time, fo great 
and fo apparent a likencfs between the charac- 
ters of Philip of Macedon and Lewis the 
Fourteenth, • 

We know not whether it was choice or ac- 
cident, that determined our author to the ft- 
•cond Olynthian ; but, whatever determined 
him, we may very boldly fay, thrft he has 
trandated it with equal hdelity and beauty^ 
and, without cither forcing the fenfc or drain- 
ing the fpirit, has rendered it as applicable io 
the fubjed, which was the common objeft of 
^11 the trandators, as could be expected or 
even defired. 

it has been faid, that fome of them made 
too free with the French trandator, coniidering 
ihe author’s eloquence was to be fumed againlt 
a French prince j this certainly was not Mr, 
C^ranville’a cafe ; and. to diew how admi- 
rably be did his part, and at the fame time to 
fhew how the good fenfe, and found reaibning 
of one age may fquare with the circamdances 
of another, though at a great ^dUlance, we 
will prefame to give a few paragraphs, and 
appeal to the reader’s own judgment, whether 
the advice given in them, may not be read 
with edification even m our age, J 

What time fo proper for adion? whfljp 
eccadon 4b happy ? and when can you hopelw ; 
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fuch another, if this be negl^Cled ? haa not 
Philip, contrary to ail treaties, infaltcd you in 
Thrace ? Does he not, at this'infiant, ilraiterv 
and invade your confederates, whom you have 
folemnly fworn to proted ? is he not an im- 
placable enemy ? a faithlefs ally ? the ufurper 
provinces to which he has no title or pre^* 
teneV. ? a llranger, abarbaiian, a tyrant? and, 
indeed, what is he not ? and yet, O ye im- 
mortal gods ! when we ihall have abandoned 
ail things to this Philip ; when, by the indif- 
ference of fotne, by the treachery of other.^, 
wc have*, as it were, added farce and wings to 
his ambition, we fliall yet make ourfelves a 
greater fcorn to our enemies, by upbraiding 
and loading each other with the reproach. 
Each party, though equally guilty by their di*- 
vifions of the common calamity, will be im- 
-puting the mifearriage to his neighbour; and, 
though never ib confeious, every one will be 
ejccuiing hiirtfelf, by laying the blame on ano- 
ther : as, after the lofs of a battle, not a man 
that fled but accufes his companion, condemns 
bis general, and, fcparately examined, no oqc 
takes (hame to himfclf, each fhi fling the cont- 
mon d'fgrace from one to another ; but yet it 
is certain, that every individual nun who ga\^ 

' ground was equally aecelTary to the general de- 
feat, The man who accufes his companion 
flight have ftood firm himfclf, had he pleafed; 
and that which was a route, might have been 
^. vidory. Such is the pride and folly of par- 
ties overborne and fwayed by pej fonal preju- 
dice 3, 
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dice ; facrificin^ the public to private refer t- 
jnent, and cha/ging each other with mifearri- 
ages for which ifitj are every one equally ac- 
countable. A manager for one fide propofes, 
he is fure to be oppofed by a manager for the 
other, not gently and amicably, but with heat, 
malice, and unbecoming reflexion j let a thirds 
more moderate, aiife, his opinion is not m> be 
received, but as he is known to be engaged in 
a party. What good can be hoped from fuch 
a confufion of councils, diredled only by pre- 
judice Of partiality, in defiance to ftnfe and 
right reafon ? If no advice that is given is to 
be received, but as it fuits the humours of a 
party, or flatters the diflempers of the lime^, 
it is not his fault w'ho fpeaks honeflly, but 
youis, who refolve to be deaf to all arguments 
that difpleafe you. In debates for the public, 
we are not to feek what will pleafe, but what 
will profit. If our wiihes exceed what we have 
means to accomplifh, we mull contrail our 
wilhes, and confirc them to whatiy-wJthin our 
power. Let the Gods have your pra)crs, to 
grant what is out of your reach, nothing is im- 
poffible to them ; but we, who have only htj- 
man means to aft by, mull be governed fay 
circumftar.ces, doing as well as we can, and 
trufling the reft to Providence.*' • 

1 he reader, upon the perufaJ^ will certainly 
concur with us, in opinion, that he couid^nA 
have ebofen a fitter oration then this; one more 
applicable to the end propofed, or which al- 
luded 
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luded more clearly to the date of the times } 
§0 that the advice of Demofthenes, though he 
lived To many ages before, a^d at fuch a di- 
ilance from us, is brought diredtiy home ; and» 
from the fimiliarity of the conjandures, his ex- 
hortations as properly adapted to the people of 
Britain then, as they were to the citizens of 
Athens when delivered. 

His fortune received fome improvement from 
an accident, in all other refpedks, big with ir- 
reparable lofs, the death of his brother Sir 
Bevil G'ranville, looked upon, at that time, as 
the rifing hopes of the family, who had given 
fuch early proofs of magnanimity, as had dif- 
-;^rtncd the rage of party, and, at the time of 
His deceafe, was univerfally acknowledged to 
be a moft deferving officer, and a gentleman 
equally dillinguifficd by amiable and eflimable 
■ qualities. 

Sir Bevil received the honours of knight- 
hood from king James II. in the camp at 
Hounftow, on the twenty - fccond of May» 
]6d6, and was afterwards fent by his uncle, 
•the earl of Bath, to the idand of Jerfey. He 
•was Iteutenant-colonei of the earl of Bath’s 
regiment of the revolution, became afterwards 
colonel, an^ was at length promoted to the rank 
^of major-general, behaving, upon all occa- 
^ems, with equal fteadineis and courage : in 
vbre battle of Steenkirk, particularly, be (ig- 
naiized himfelf more than any officer in the* 
army. 
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This battk ^as fought on. Sunday the third 
of Auguft^ 1692 I the army of the allies being 
.commanded by ^ing Williami and that of the 
French by the tnarihal duke de Lnxcmburgh^ 
The vanguard being oppreffed by numbers, 
and count Solmes negleiling to fupport them, 
out of envy to the Englifh, and dillafle.to the 
prince of Wirtemburgh, who commanded ; 
and having at tail fent horfe inftead of foot, 
cxprefly contrary to the royal orders, to their 
relief, his majefty, who forefaw the confe* 
quences of this ill condud, exerted* himfelf 
with the utmofl vigour to repair it, though by 
this time the foot were a mile diftanc from the 
troops that were engaged, and had alrea<^ 
fufFered fevcrely. However, the king made 
all pcrffiblc diligence to get the infantry up, 
ordering a brigade to march to the wood, and 
foimiog a line of battle in the plain with fuch 
foot as could come up« 

The cagernefs of the foldkrs to follow and 
engage the enemy, was fuch, that they put 
thefnlelves into fame diforder, and tof k more 
tilne to form their batudltons than could now 
be fpared ; fo that, before they could reach the- 
wood, the vanguard aad infantry of the left 
wing being overpowered by thirty battal lions 
of the enemy, who charged them continuall^T 
one after another, and by a frclh body of dra^ 
goons bi ought up by boufflers, they wer^ 
forced to retreat in great confuftqn, and to 
leat't the wood to the enemies po&ffion. . 

The 
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The Engli/h life-guards owed their prc(erva» 
tion to the Danifh foot- guards; and a regi^ 
ment of Lunenburgh, comiriiandcd by the ba* 
ion of Pibreck, being in diforder upon the 
ilcirt of the .wood, and the colonel himfelf 
dangcroufly wounded upon the place, Sir Bc^ 
.vil Granville, who commanded the earl of 
BatVi’s regiment, marched up to his relief, re- 
ceiving the enemies fire before he fufiered his 
battalion to difeharge. By this method he 
lodged liimfelf in the narrow way near the 
wood, brdered Ms ferjeants to carry off baron 
Plbreck, and maintained his poll till he was 
commanded to leave it by the prince of Naf* 
fau. 

The king, enraged at the difappointment of 
the vanguard, fur want of timely relief, ex^ 
preiibd his concern by often repeating thefe 
words, ^ Oh, my poor Englilh, bow they arc 
abandoned !’’ nor would he admit count Solmes 
to his royal prefence for many months after. 
But confidering that the attack was not to be 
renewed without endangering the lofs of the 
army, Ltixemburgh being confiderably rein- 
forced by boufRers, and befides the night 
drawing on, his majefty comjnandad a re- 
treat ; wbi^h was performed with admirable 
"iorder, and without any great difturbance from 
the enemy, who never durll engage the £nr« 
ghlb in the rear. 

After the death of king William, in the 
year ijoj, we find Sir Bevil Granville ad- 
vanced 
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^ anced to be governor of Barbadoes, w<ith a 
"xed falaiy of •two thoufand pounds a year, 
lie was extremely welcome to the inhabitants 
at his fii ft arrival, though he had not been long 
theie before difputes arofe which were gradu- 
ally carried to a very g.cat heighih, and, in 
conjundion with the warmth ot the climate, 
had fuch an operation on his health, ihm he 
folliciied his recall ; and having obtained ir, 
went on board an infeded fliip, and died in 
his paflage home, on the fifteenth of Septem* 
ber, 1706, in the flower of his age,* unmar- 
ried, and univerfally lamented. 

He ferved in parliament for the boiough of 
Fowey, in the county of Cornwall, in 
reign of king James ; and under that of king 
William he \\as tleded for that of Leftwi- 
thicl. 

Mr, Granville bore this blow of fortune wdth 
great fteadinefs, and continued to dedicate his 
more ferious hours to the fervicc of his coun- 
try, and to fpend his moments of leifurc with 
the mufes, whom he courted with dignity and 
freedom, and not with that eagernefs and 
fondnefs which render men pedants even to 
poetry. 

He tontinred to ferve in thc^parliamcnts 
called in the fourth and feventh vears .of th^ 
fame queen's reign. In the entuing parlia- 
ment, chofen in the ninth year of the quccn» 
he was cledlcd for the borough of Helfton, and 
alfo knight of the (hire for the county of Cora* 
iftail, for which he ferved. 

On 
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On the great change which hap^j^enecl in the 
autumn of 17 iq, he came ^n!o employment 
with his friends ; and on Mtimaelmas-day waa 
declaied fecretary at war in the room of the 
late carl of Orford, then Robert Walpole, 
efq. He continued in this office for Tome 
time, and difchargcd it with great capacity. 

'fo wards the clofe of the next year, he 
efpoufed lady Mary, daughter of Edward Vil- 
liers, earl of Jerfey, at that time the widow of 
Thomas Thyne, efq. from whom (lie enjoyed 
a conficfcrable jointure, and by whom (he was 
the mother of the late lord-vifcount Wey- 
mouth. 

» On the ihirty-firil of December, 17 ii, he 
was, in confideration of the great and eminent 
fcrvices of his anceftors, and his own confpi- 
ous merit, created a peer of Great-Britain, by 
the tide of lord Lanfdowne, baron of Bidde- 
ford, in the county of Devon. Amongft the 
name ous creations at that time, there was 
t\one that gave greater fatisfaflion to one fide, 
or lefs offence to the other, than this. 

His lordffiip was apparently the next male" 
in that noble family^ iti which two peerages 
had extinguidied almoil together His perfonal 
merit was vniverfally allowed ; and, with re- 
gard to his political fentiments, even thofe who 
thought him mod midalccn, allowed him to be 
open, candid, and uniform; exprefling himfclf 
frankly upon all occafions, and (hewing rather 
more warmth when in oppofition to power, 

thaou 
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tlian when lys notions Teemed to receive a fa^ 
vourable colour^frbm falhion. 

He dood alwajti^igh in the favour of queen 
Anne, and with great reafon, having, upon 
every occafion, teilihed the greateA zeal for 
her government, and the moll profound re- 
{pedl for her perfon. We need not wonder, 
therefore, that, in the fucceeding year, he 
was advanced to the poA of comptroller of the 
houfhold ; and, on the eighteenth of AuguA, 
fworn of her majeAy’s moA honourably privy- 
council. 

About that time twelvemonth, he became 
treafurer of the houlhold, being Succeeded in 
his former employment by Sir John Stoned 
houfe. His lordlhip continued in this poA 
during the remaining part of the queen’s 
reign, and till his majeAy, king Geerge, was 
pleafed, on the eleventh of October, 1714, to 
beAow it upon the earl of Cholmondeley. 

His connexions with the tory miniAry, and 
the generofity of his difpofition, which would 
not allow him to defert his friends in their di- 
Arefs, induced him to aX with them in the be- 
ginning of that monarch’s reign, when we find 
hb name amongA thofe lords who proteded 
again A the bill lor attainting Henry f lord-vif- , 
count Bolingbroke, and alld againA that for 
attainting James duke of Ormond, unlyfs they 
ihi^rendered by a day certain. 

Thi;5 Aeadinefs of bis lordAiip, in the fup- 
pott of his old friends^ expofed him, as he 

mufli 
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muft forefee it would, to many ?i)convenien»r 
cics ; for, upon the infurredlidns in Scotland 
and England, his Iordlhip,^diough he was one 
of thofe who figned the proclamation of king 
Geoige thp Firlt, upon the demife of her ma- 
jefty queen Anne 5 yet he was feized, as a 
fufp^dlcd perfon, on the twenty-fixth of Sep- 
tember, 1715* and committed prifoncr to the 
Tower of London, where he continued a long 
time. 

At this unfortunate jun^lnre, the well-in- 
tended officioufiiefs of one of his fervants, de- 
prived the world of feveralexccll mt pieces that 
had fallen f'om his pen, by ha.'lily comnitting 
to the flames fome papers, of which he hadob- 
ferved his lord to be particularly careful. The 
lofs was irreparable ; for his lordlhip, being 
render of fhe productions of his youth, fufFered 
irto copies to be taken, ’till, by repeated cor- 
rections and improvements, he had reconciled 
them to his maiurer judgment. 

He was at length difeharged from his tedi- 
ous imprifonment, on the eighth of Februa-y, 
171 7» when all dangers were over. His lord- 
(hip’s being fet at liberty, was highly fatisfac- 
tory to the polite part of the world, as he was 
- a diftingUilhcd patron of letters, and ever 
chcrilhed in others thofe arts by which he had 
rifen himfelf into univerfal efteem. 

We find him, in 17191 as vigorous as ever' 
in the houfe of lords, as appears by his fpeech 
againft repealing die aCt to prevent occafional 

con* 
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^conformity ;#to which, in point of eloquence 
and fpirit, thercTare very few harangues in our 
language thatoujk^to be preferred. 

About three years afterwards, bis lordfoip, 
for the fake of his health, and for other rea* 
fons, thought fit to go abioad, anS continued 
out of the kingdom for fevcral years. It was 
during this* fpacc, that the firft volume of*the 
bifhop of Sarum’s Hiftory 6f bis own Times 
was made public ; and, as that work made a 
very great noiie, it is no wonder that Ijis lord- 
iliip perufed it with attention ; and finding the 
charadlers of the duke of Albemarle and the 
ead ot Bath treated in a manner he thought 
they. did not deferve, his lordfliip formed "the 
defign of doing them juftice. This led him 
to look into the works of other hidorians, 
more efpecially thofe of tJie earl of Glareudon 
and Mr. Archdeacon Echard; where finding his 
great-uncle Sir Richard Greenvile more rough- 
ly treated, and his lordihip having in his hands 
memoirs capable of fetting his conduct in a 
foirer point of light, he rel’olved to follow the 
didates of his duty and his inclination, by 
publilhing his fenciments upon thefc heads and 
giving the world thofe lights which, in refped 
to them, they had long wanted. • ^ 

' At his return to England, in 1732, he made 
this work of his .public, which was generally 
well received, as. being written with great fpi- 
rit, and wonderful beauty of expre0ion ; and, 
being full of new difcoverie-, gave the lovers 
€>f perfonal hiftory infinite fadsfa^iion.— 1- 

ilow- 
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However, there wasted not fome who' thought' 
themfelves obliged in honour to oppofe iiis 
lordfhip for very particula;;ie€ii(bns. Amongft 
thefe Mr. Oldmixon was the hril ; and, tho* 
he was naturally of a very warm temper, em- 
barked early in an oppofite caufe, and in feme 
things had copied the authors his lord(hip con- 
demned ; yet, upon this occafiont he wrote 
with temper, made his lordihip great concef- 
ftons, and contented himfelf with defending 
only a few points, and thofe too not the moil 
material in his lordihip’s performance. 

The neareil relation of the deceafed prelate 
looked upon himfelf as obliged to enter the 
Kils alfo with his lordihip ; and, tho’ more 
might have been urged in his excufe than foe 
any other man in a cafe of this nature, if he 
had tranfgreired a little the rules of modera- 
tion, yet he really wants it not; his difeourfe 
is written with great coolneia and calmnefs ; 
and, while he fays every thing that was in his 
power to fay, and in the ilroogeH terms poifi- 
ble, there is nothing that has fo much as an 
air of vehemence, much lefs of ill manners; 
Nay, this writer forbore making any attack^-- 
till his lordihip had anfwered his former anta** 

, goniil, Mi\ Oldmixon, in a letter dated from 
Old-Windfor, on the twenty fecond of Au- 
guft, 1732 ; in which his lordihip made a full 
return of candour and civility. 

Bat, in the fpringofthefucceeding year, his 
lordihip met with an opponent of a very dif- 
ferent cail, in Dr. Colbatchi of Trinity-col- 
lege 
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lege, Cambfiidge, who undertook to vindicate 
the memory of Mr. archdeacon Kchard, in 
reference to his of the marriage- treat/ 

between Charles the Second and the infanta of 
Portugal ; and this he has done, with great 
vigour and judgment, but at the fame time 
with too much afperity. He was a perfon ger •r 
fe^ly well acquainted with the fubjed, as hav^ 
ing refided long in Portugal, and made the po«< 
litical affairs of that country his fiudy. Ho 
was alfo a great rnafter of arguments and 
thought himfelf at liberty to retort, where it 
was in his power, any obfervation ; to cenfurc 
every cfcapc in expreflion ; and to criticife his 
lordfliip as an author, without paying too muctf 
regard to bis quality. 

He had better fortune than either of his 
predeceffi)fs; he attacked the.weakeft part of 
his lordfhip’s book ; and, knowing the advan- 
tage he had, kept ileadiiy to that hngle pointy 
without wandering into ot^ier piiru of the dis- 
pute. 

His lordlhip pnidenrty (kclUied an anfwej^ 
and cotttented nimf'elf with having af&u'ded 
tbe.repuhlio of letters an opportunity oi feeing 
feveral pointa of Englilb hifiory thoroughly 
fifeed, and feme new fafb brought* to ligh^ 
which othanaufe, in all probabilUy# kad&en 
buried, in obliidon. 

We have already nwde fimh abundant hfe of 
hU londfeiip’s wf mnga as clcprly.to ;pmviewhatf 
ever hath bemsdSuted; bu^ fQr:thevfamfac^ 

VoL.IX. G tion 
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*ion of the reader^ we will ftill iiubjoin fome 
^archer inftances in this place, ‘ 

In reference to the loyalif^of the county of 
Cornwall, our author has produced a very re- 
inarkable letter from king Charles I. dated 
from his camp at Sudlcy-caftle, on the tenth of 
September, 16435 of whiLh he informs us, 
that there is a copy hung up in almoft every 
church and chapel in the county. 

In reference to Sk Bevil Greenvile, he has 
furnilhcd us 'with much ; in regard to Sir Ri- 
chard Greenvile, with a great deal more; but 
Hill there are fome things wanting, tlrat would 
cive 06 much farther lights upon this fubjedl, 

^ Whitlocke has preferved a circumHance we 
meet with no were elfe ; and, though but a 
rumour, and a falfe rumour too, is of fome 
confequence to that gentleman’s chafafler. 
After the defeat of Eilex, in Cornwall, it was 
reported, and believed, that the king had cre- 
Ated that gentleman baron of Leflwithiel, an 
undeniable evidence, that common fame at- 
tributed to him the honour df that aftibn. 

We know not what is become of that fela- 
|ion which Sir Richard is faid not only to have 
writteni but to have printed and publilhed, of 
his own Condud in the weH ; and we are allb 
in the dark as to the death of his only Ton : all 
that his lordihip knew, was, that he (bfitred 
for his father’s principle: all we have been able 
to diicover fartoer, is the dxnt' of his death ; 
whi^ was on the eighthof March; 
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Many things\eiating to the reftoration, we 
h-ive alreadf h^d occafion to mention, and fc- 
▼eral more hcl<|^ to other at tides, which 
tiicrefore it wjuf^be improper to mention 
here. But there is a fad with regard to king 
Charles's queen Catharine, and he^* capacity of 
bearing children ; which, through his lord- 
Biip’s means, has been dated in a pretty lliong 
light ; and which, for that reafon, ought not 
to bv: overlooked. 

In reference to this, his lordihip fays, As 
to tiie incapacity of the infanta bearing of chil- 
dren, it was never proved nor acknowledged: 
on the contrary, I have heard many ladies of 
equal quality to the duchefs of Guadaloup^ 
fomc of them my near relations, who had the 
honour to attend upon her m^jefty's perfon, 
ffom herhrd coming into England to her dying 
dayi adirm if to have b en a falfc imputation ; 
and that file was twice declared to be {with 
-child, is an undeniable proof of it." 

> This, point is very fully explained by the 
the following commentary of Dr. Colebatch. 

, “ Whether matters of this fort be capable 
of proof, is more than I know ; it is nof likely 
they’ll be acknowledged by the .peifons eon- 
cerned. It wa^ caule fuiHcienc fpr the c^an- 
dellor to take the alarm ; and to warn bisma** 
fter of tne danger, in cafe, the thing: Was. be* 
tieved upon any probable pre&mption^ 

Mr. Echard, I’m fare, bath dealt fairly 
with bis reader, by acquainting^ him with what 

on one 

G a 


’rpther.. 

which 


hath been altedged 
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which he had for the mod pan from rnyfelC 
He fays very truly, that this fuppdfed incapa* 
city could not be imputed to^he infanta’s age 
or country. I have feen a^^oman, near Lif- 
bon, with a child of her own in her arms, 
who feemed^ to be near hfty years , and upon 
my taking notice of it, was told, that women 
there, if they marry fooner than thofe of other 
countries, which is commonly the cafe, fooner 
ceafe to bear children, and not otheru^e. Sa 
that, if there was any truth in the report con* 
corning the incapacity of thisprincefs, it mud^ 
2LS. the archdeacon obferves, be upon account 
of foxne peculiar infirmities of body. But 
ibch a report there certainly was, and that be** 
fore the marriage was compleated. 

“ Mr, John Pollexfen, a countryman of 
your lord (hip’s, was a perfon ib eminent im 
divers refpeas, that, in all likelihood^ he was 
well known to your lordfhip; and, if fb, he 
may have acquainted you with what 1 have 
heaid from him myfelf ; namely, that, when 
the earl of Sandwich came with the fleet to. 
condu^ the queen to England, this master 
was the common fobjeft of difeourfe anmng^ 
cur merchania at I«iiboii ; and that they (he» 
Mi\ Polloxfen, being ctre.of the number) 
^^idbatod m his lordfl^ip, that the. king waa 
not like to hate iflue by hk msrmge. Fof^ 
iibly the report' may have been couhTmed; if 
•not rahfed by 'the ducheis of Goadaloupa, 
whofc brother, the duke of Aveiro, went over/ 
from Portugal to Cattle (and tte udth hm^ 
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zs 1 fuppo(l) giboMt the time when the marri^ 
ages was agreec)|U^OD. 

I am fare, Robert told me, that, be- 
ing at Madrid when the news came thither of 
our queen’s mifcarriage, he waited on that 
lady to acquaint her with it ; which having 
done, he added, that there being now caufe to 
expe^ a future pregnancy, he hoped it would 
be attended with more happy fuccefs. But the 
duchefs, who had been acquainted with the 
queen from her infancy, and in the *nurrery,' 
(they are Sir Robert Southwell's own words) 
ihaking her bead, gave him to onderfiand, 
that ihe looked upon fuch hopes to be altog^ 
ther ground lels^ 

1 have, as I told Mr. Echard, feveral 
dimes heard the fame thing affirmed by one 
lady, who had the honour of being allied to 
your lordihlp’s family, and was the only pro- 
tedant, of her rank and fex, chat attended the 
queen at Li (bon ; I mean the lady Wyebe ^ 
who declared, that, to her knowledge, her ma- 
jedy was in a child- bearing condition till after 
king Charles’s death. 

** I doubt not but that each of theie ladies, 
had fbme particular reaft)n^on which to ground 
their opinion ; fo that great deferenoe is due^ 
both to the tedimony of one and of the other. 
But 1 do not fee how any diffisrence in their 
quality ihould affefl the credibilitf of their 
evidence on either lide,” 

In proof, however, of fo much of the fafl, 
as that this matter, which ought always to 
G 3 have 
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have been kept fecret, was very early the to- 
pic of diftourfe, and occa^>ned fomc very 
flrange reports in Portugal's well as in En- 
land. 

We fiiaJI tite a paflage of Sir Robert South * 
welPs letter, the rather becaufc it will give 219 
a hi^t of thefe by whom fuch Aories were pro- 
pagated, no doubt, with the pious intention of 
deftroying gradually the Engliih intereftin every 
court in Europe. 7’his letter of Sir Robert's 
is dire£!‘ed to lord Arlington, and is dated De- 
cember 2, 1667. 

“ J w'ould not omit to tell your lordlhip of 
cjne queftion which the queen adeed me ; 
which was, Whether the queen of England 
was not divorced from his majefly j which flie 
laid (he had heard ; as alfo that the duche/s' 
was in like manner from his royal highnefs, 
and all the children declared illegitimate. 

** Your lordlhip may imagine in what con- 
fufion I was, to hear her difeourfe on this fub* 
jedl ; and the induHry I ufed to efface thefe im- 
preflions ; adding, for one conviction, ijie 
ftriCtnefs of the commands I had now newly 
received, to fol licit the refid uc of the portion. 
Upon wbitjh her majefly prt fently applied the 
^iilcourfe, pleading the poverty of the king- 
dom more fenfibly than one who had talked of 
her departure from' it. But, as to the report 
aforeftiid, it is hardly credible how hotly it was 
ciifcourfed in this town about ten days ago, 
and even that her majelly was already em- 
barked ; and it is now, in like manner, flowi% 

all 
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ull over the kingdom : and, though 1 do be- 
lieve that fofliowild letters have, from the For* 


tuguefe in Eng^^d, been writ hither to this 
efFc<!^, yet I am fujffcthe French* have fo/nented 
it with all the vigour they could,” 

An eminent prelate having r«*ported in his 
hiftory, that the duchefs of Portfmouth had 
told Mr, Henley, of Hampfliire, that fbft be- 
lieved king Charles ilie Second was poifoned, 
lord Lanfdowne, who was at Paris, where the 


duchefs of Portfmouih was living, procured 
the queftion to be afked her, Whethdl- fhe had 
ever faid fo or not ; to which the duchefs an- 


fwered, That (lie did not remember her being 
fo much as acquainted with Mr. Henlej' : 
which his lordfoip looked upon as a clear con- 
futation ; whereas others thought it a mere 
evafion ; and, that, if there had been no truth 
in it, her grace would peremptorily have de- 
nied the fafl, iollead of reflediing upon the 
memory of the prelate, which Ihe did in very 
coarfe terms. However, in refpeft to the faift 
of the king’s death, his lordfliip gives us his 
own fentiments in the following words. 

“ As to the poifoning part of the llory, it 
was always my opinion, and not ill grounded 
either, that the king hadensd his^death by his 
own quackery. The lafl year of his life he h^ 
b^en much troubled with a fore leg, which'*hc 
endeavoured to conceal,, and trufted too much 


to bis own drugs and medicines. On a-fudden 
the running flopped, and it was then he was 
^ G 4 feized 
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fcized with his apoplexy : a comipon cafe, 
tal the inomcnt thofe fort of fores dry up. 

“ There being fo naturaj^^way of account- 
ing for his death, to what purpofe then all thefe 
loicedfpeculations/fom drained circUm dances? 
Iso one bufthe next heir could have any inte- 
led in it, and he never was fo much as nccufed 
or fftrfpedlcd. The bilhop himfelf gencroufly 
acquits him.*' 

This was his lordfhip’s feiuimenr, and car* 
Tics in it great probability : yet bis grace of 
liuckingham, an older man, and who had bet- 
ter opportunities of knowing, feems to think 
otherwife. His words are thefe : 

, 1 would not fay any thing on fo fad a fub- 

je£t, if 1 did not think dience itfelf would, in 
foch a cafe, dgnify too much ; and therefore, 
as an impartial writer, 1 am obliged to obferve, 
'i hat ti>e mod knowing, and mod difeerning, 
of all his phyficians, did not only believe him 
poifoned, but thought himfelf (b too not long 
after, for having declared his opinion a little 
too boldly.” 

His grace likewiie does the fame juftice ^to 
his focceiTor. The phyfician he mentions was 
Dr. Short, a papiil; and the expreflion he 
made ufe was, That the king had not fair 
^lay for his life. 

A very honourable and judicious writer has 
explained this in another fenfe than that in 
vdueb it has been commonly uken, 
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It out, that the accefs of the king*3 
^Jiftemper wasluch, as no poifon or medica^ 
ment in the waf!^^ couid produce or counter- 
feit ; that is, an apopleftic, or epileptic, fit, 
©hoofe you ft^heiher ; for in one of thofe the 
king was certainly at firll taken, He^ cried out, 
and then falling back in his chair l^y as one 
dead. _ • 

“ The phyfician in waiting immediately 
blooded him,, and the following regimen was- 
as in apapledic cafes, his majclly^s bejng pro- 
fumed to be that, to get him to wake and then 
to keep him from fleeping. 

“ Une Dr. Stokeham, an eminent phyfician* 
an Covent-garden; declared to me, That 
phyfician tlut blooded the king utterly mifiook 
his cafe ; for his fit was not an apoplexy, but 
epileptic ; and then all they did was, ex dia** 
metro, w rong ; for in that cafe bleeding is lit- 
tle lefs than mortal ; and the way is, to lot 
them dofe our the fit without diiturbance, and< 
they will come to themfelvcs and be well ; but 
the other courfe will fooner make them mad) 
tiian recover them.*' 

Hence he infers, that the natural conftruc* 
tion of Dr. Short’s words was, that the me- 
thods uled did more hurt than good ; and, if^ 
he had^ been alone, and nothing at all done 
him, nature had had it’s courfe, which thf 
dodlor might probably mean by fair play. 

We will venture to add, that thete are the 
belt accounts that are to be had of this matte/ ; 

G 5 alid< 
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and taking them together, we be pretty 
certain of the truth. It was not the firft, or 
the fecond, fit ot the kind.tfe king had had, 
and recovered from by being let alone ; hut 
the circumfjance of drying up his leg might 
probably make it more violent, which the ac^ 
cident of his being improperly, treated rendered 
mortal. 

Thereadet will excufe this fhort digreffion, 
to which we were induced, that we might the 
belter explain the great nfe of fuch hiftoricai 
memoirs as thofe are which, lord Lanfdowne 
has publifhed. 

His lordfhip foon after took an opportunity 
of revifing all his works, in order to a new 
edition,' which might be w'orthy of them and 
of his lordlhip: — A circomJlance that does him 
great honour, and which has contributed not 
a little to preferve that deference and refpcdl 
to his memory which his many great talen«s 
and amiable qualities always fecured, while 
living, to his perfon. He chofe to encreafc 
the value of his writings, by examining and 
corrc6l:ng, rather than by multiplying, th'em; 
he was hu own critic, and performed that of- 
iice with the Aeadinefs of a judge, and- witb- 
out being^at all biaffed by the natural tender- 
nefs of an author for his own produditons. He 
chofe to be known to poftcrity in his literary 
character, and very juftly ; having diftit>- 
guiihed himfelf in fo many different kinds of 
writing, both in profe and vorfe» 

His 



GfiORGE GRANVILLE. 131 

His lordihip had the misfortune to furtive 
his youngc?' at^well as hia eld^r brother j and, 
perhaps, tlicre nothing more aiFj(Eling in his 
k>rd (hip’s charadter, than that venerat on l)e 
had for fonie, and that tendernefs which he had 
fot ail, his family. Of the former, the reader 
has alieady feen many inftances, and fome of 
the latter ; but there are two letters ; otie to 
his couhn, the lad earl of Bath, in refpedl to 
his condudl in priviate life ; the other to his nc* 
phew, Mr, Bevil Gieenvile, on his entering 
into holy-orders; which, as it would be in- 
juring his memory to omit, the reader here 
iljali find them. 

The fir 11, addreffeJ to* the young earl of 
Bath, contains our author’^s ientiments of the 
condudl fit for a nobleman, didingulflied by 
birth, blefied with a large fortune, ^nd ho- 
noured with a fingular mark of the royal fa- 
vour, topmfuein his own country, upon a 
fnppoficion, that, with tbefe advaatagss, there 
can be but one thing left to maite him truly 
popular, not by meanly courting vulgar ap- 
plaufe, but by confulting the true intereft of 
his country, and thcreb) joining the people’s 
love to the fovercign’s choice. 

There is a freedom, there is an honefty, in 
this letter, which renders it invaluable ; anil 
there are fo many occafions continually occur- 
ing, to which it may be applied, and it will 
be pciufed here by fo many to whom it as pro- 
perly belongs, as to the noble perfon to whom 
G 6 it 
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it was addreifed, that it cannot fajl of doing 
continual fervicc. 

V. 

To William Henry, Earl of Bath, &c. 
at the camp in Flanders, Sep. 22, 1710. 

E VE RY living creature, my dear lord, 
is entitled to offices of humanity: the diflreffies 
even of an enemy fhould reconcile us to him ; 
if he thirll, give him drink ; if he hungers, 
give him food ; overcome evil with good. 

** It is with this difpoiition 1 would have 
you enter into the exercife of that authority 
vttthjvhich her majefty has honoured you over 
yoqr^ countrymen. Let nobody infpire you 
ivith party prejudices and reientments. Let it 
be your butinefs to reconcile diffierences and 
heal diviiions, and to rellore, if poffible, har- 
mony and good neighbourhood amonell them* 
If then there ffiould be any left to wift you ill,, 
make them afbamed and confounded with your 
goodnefs and moderation : not that I would 
ever advife you to facrifice one hair of -the 
head of an old friend to your family, to gain 
huy new ones ; but if you can encreafe the 
number by courtefy and moderation, it may 
‘be worth the trial. 

Btilieveme, my dear lord, humanity and 
generoftty make the beft foundatoin to build a 
charaCier upon : a mao may have birth, and 
xiches, and power, wit, learning, courage; 

but, 
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bat> without genfirofit)^, it is impofiible to be 
a great man. • Whatever the rich and power- 
fu^ may think <)f themfelvcs ; whatever value 
they may fet upon their abundance and gran- 
deur, they will find themfelves but the more 
hated and defpifed for the ill ufe* they make of 
it. You fhould look upon yourfelves but as 
Howards and truflees for the diflrefTed* your 
over- abundance is but a depofitfor the ufe and 
relief of the unhappy : you are anfwerable for 
all fuperfluities miffpent. It is not {o be (up- 
pofed, that Providence would have made fuch 
diflin^ions among men, fuch unequal diHri- 
butions, but that they might endear themfelves 
one to another by mutual helps and obligati- 
ons. Gratitude is the fureft cement of love, 
friendfhip, and focicty.. 

There are, indeed, rules to be obferved,. 
and meafores to be kept, in the didribution of 
favours: we know who have both the power 
and inclination to do, but, for want of judg- 
ment in thedirefiion, they pafs only for good- 
natured fools, inilead of generous benefac- 
tors. 


My lord — will grudge a guinea to an 
honed gentleman in diflrefs, but readily give 
twenty to a common drumpet ; another £all 
refufe to lend fifty pounds to his bed friend, 
without fudident fecurity, and the next mo- 
ment fet his whole fortune upon a card or die: 
a chance, {ot which he can have no fecurity. 
My lord — is to be feen every day at a toy- 
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lhap, fquandering away his money jin trinkets 
and baubles, and at the fame time leaves his 
brothers and fiUeis without common ncceA'a- 
rics. 

“ Generofity does not confift in a contempt 
of money, iii throwing it away at random, 
without judgment or didin£tion, though tiiat 
indeed is better than locking it up, for multi- 
tudes have the beneht of it ; but in a right 
difpofiiion to proper objeds, in proportion to 
the meri^ the circumilances, the rank and con- 
tion of thofe who Hand in need of our fer- 
vice. 

** Princes are more expofed than any others 
tonhe mifplacing their favours : merit is ever 
modefl, and keeps its diilance. The forward 
and imj'ortunate ftand always neareft in fight, 
and are not to be put out of countenance, nor 
thruft out of the way.— I remember to have 
heard a faying of the late king James,. That 
he never knew a moded man make his way in 
a court. David Floyd, whom you know, be- 
ing then in waiting, at his majcfly's elbow, 
reply’d, bluntly, “ Pray, Sir, whofe fault's 

that f” The king Rood correded, and was 

filent. 

If princes could fee with their own eyes, 
and hear with their own ears, what a happy 
Atuation it would be for thcmfelves and their 
fhbjeds ? To reward merit, to redrefs the in- 
jured, to relieve the opprelTed, to raife the 
anodeA, to humble the infolent ; what, a 

godlike 
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rodlike prjj^rogative, it' right ufc were made 
of it ! 

How hap'^y arc you, my dear lord, who 
are born with fuch generous inclinatiors, with 
judgment to direct them, and means to indulge 
them : of all men, mod miferable is he who 
has the inclination without the means. To 
meet with a defcrving objedl of corop^Sffion, 
without having the power to give relit f, of all 
the cifcumftances in life, is the mod di (agree- 
able ; to have the power, is the greateft plea- 
fure. 

“ Methinks I fee you ready to cry oat, 
Good cousin, why this difeourfe to me ? What 
occafion have 1 for thefe leftures ? None at 
all, my dear lord ; I am only making my 
court to you, by letting you fee I think as you 
do. 

‘‘ But one word more, and I have done. 

** In trud, intimacy, and confidence, be as 
particular as you pleafe ; in humanity, charity, 
and benevolence, univcrfal.'* 



1:36 BRITISH PLUTARCH 


To my Nephew Mr. BEvir>GREEMviLB> 
upon his entering into Holy Orders. 

“ WHP^N I look upon the date of your 
laft letter, I mull own irtyfell blameable for 
not halving fooner returned you my thanks for 
it. 

“ I approve very well of your refolution of 
dedicating yoinfclf to the fervice of God ; 
y^)^ * ouki not choefe a belter rnaPer, provided 
you e To I’nhitienily ieaichca your heart as 
to be pcncaiied you can ferve him well ; in fo 
doing, you may fecure to yourfeil many blelT- 
iiigs in this world, as well as a lure expedfa- 
tion in the next. 

There is one thing which I perceive you 
have not yet thoroughly purged yourfelf from, 
which IS flattery j you have beftovved fo much 
of that upon me in >our letter, that I hope 
you have VxO more left, and that you meant it 
only to t.ikc vour leav\. of fuch flights of fancy, 
which, however well meant, oftucr put a mah 
out 01 cnynk.iaure iluin obljge him. 

“ You arc now b?comc a I'earcher after 
tputh ; I (hail hereafter take it more kindly to* 
juftly reproved by you, than to be unde- 
servedly complimented, 

** 1 would not have you underfland me as if 
1 recommended to you a four prelbyterian fe- 
verity ; that is yet more to be avoided. Ad- 
vice. 
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X Jce, lU^e jphyfic, Ihould be To fweetencd and 
prepared, as A) be made palatable, or nature 
will be apt to i^volt agahifl it. Be always fm* 
cere, but, at the fame time, be always polite; 
be humble, without defeending from your 
chara6lcr ; repiove and coircd, without of- 
tejiding good manners; to be a cynic, is as 
bad as to be a fcycopKant ; you are not to Jay 
afidc the gentleman with your fword, nor to 
put on the gown to hide your birth and good 
breeding, but to adorn it. 

“ Such has been the malice of the world 
from the beginning, that pride, avarice, and 
ambition, have been charged upon tLe prieft- 
hood in all ages, in all countries, and in "all 
religions ; what they are moft obliged to com- 
bat againft in their pulpit, they are moft ac- 
cufed of eucouraging in their condu£l. It be- 
hoves you, therefore, to be more upon your 
guard in this than in any other profeflion. — 
Let your example confirm your dodrine, and 
let no man have it in his power to reproach 
you with pradtifing contrary to what you 
preach. 

“ You had an uncle. Dr. Dennis Gran- 
ville, dean of Durham, whofe memory 1 (ball 
ever revere ; make him your example. Sanc- 
tity fat fo eafy, fo unaffefted, and fo graceful 
upon him, that in him we beheld the very 
beauty of holinefs. He was as chearful,, as fa- 
miliar, and Condefeending, in his converfaiion, 
aa be legular, and exemplary, in 
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his piety ; as well-bred and acconj,nlilheJ as a 
courtier; as reverend and vdncrable as an 
apoftle* He was, indeed, in ?very thing apo- 
ftolical ; for he abandoned all to follow his 
Lord and Maftcr. 

** May you refcmble him ! May he revive 
in you ! May his fpirit defeend upon you, as 
Elijah’s upon Eliiha ! Snd, May the great God 
of Heaven, in guiding, directing and ftrength* 
ening your pious refolutions, pour down his bell 
and chojeeft bleflings upon you,.— —You (IiaJl 
ever find me, 

Dear Nephew, 

Your mod affeftionate uncle, 

2nd fmcere friend, Sec, 
Lansdowne.’^ 


Befidcs the reverend Mr. Bevil Granville, to 
whom this letter is addrtfll^d, colonel Bernard 
Granville, his lOrdfliip's younger brother, 
who was alfo lieutenaiU'gox'ernor of Hull, had 
by his wife Mary, daughter of Sir Martin 
. Wcftcomb, conful at Cadiz, Bernard, his fon 
and lieir ; and two daughters, .Mary and 
Arne. 

The gentlcncfs of his lorddip’s nature, in 
lillening to every application that was made to 

him 
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tim in evei^ Action of life; his willingneL to 
cblige to the of hi. power; and liia 

conacfcciifion on fome cccihoi'.s t-hich added 
lufire to his good nature ; niigbt be fjpported 
by vaiious inllanccs, if euher *n€ttllity le- 
quired, or the bounds of this article would 
permit. 

His candour in judging of the wonts of 
others, was the more extraordinary, confidcr- 
ing the care he tcoli of his own : but his gene- 
rofity in fupporting, encouraging, ap^i recom- 
mending, men oi genius, arc qualities that 
murt not be flightU pafled over. His friend- 
{hip to Betterton andDiyde;; was always con- 
fiar.t, and his ejiprtlTioiis of it govcned'by 
thtir tiflRli ; for ro them he gave the piofits 
of his plays, which had never appeared upou 
the flage if their ncccflities had not requited 
them, is affe^iion and refpett for Wvcherly, 
exprefled in a letter, a3 is fuppHed, toloid 
vifeount Bollngbiokc, (hew his tiue fenfe of 
merit in the ftiongeft and moft agreeable light. 
His zeal in bringing the laft great poet this 
country has produced with that credit on the 
public theatre, which is fo neceffary to give 
Ipiiit and coura ge to a rifing genius, ought ever 
to he lemembered with due praif^. • 

The length of this letter prevents our tran- 
fcriblr.g it ; but the latter parto* it, which re- 

e b M»- Pope, and which (he\vs that this 
: perfon was among the number of his firft 
pations, and who, logcihcr with Mr. Wy- 
cherley^ 
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Chcrley, introduced him to thii other Maece- 
nas, runs in the following terms : 

He Ihall bring with him, if you will, a 
young poet, newly iiifpiiM in the neighbour- 
iiood ot Cooper’s Hill, whom he and Wallh 
have taken under their wing ; his name is 
Pope ; he is not above feventeen or eighteen 
years of age, and promifes miracles : if he 
goes on as he has begun, in the paftoral way, 
as Virgil firft tried his ftrength, we may hope 
to fee Eiiglifli poetry vie with the Roman, and 
this fwan of Windfor fing as fwtctly as the 
Mantuan.” 

.All the world knows in what terms Mr, 
Pope addreffed this great man in the opening 
of his Windfor Foreft; and therefore it is un- 
ncccITary to repeat them ; but with a private 
letter that accompanied that public inferip- 
tion, the world may not be fo well acquainted;: 
and therefore, from its pertinence to our pur- 
pofe, we mud beg leave to bring it to theit: 
tioiicc^ 
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To my Lord Lansdowne, 


Binfield, Jan. ib, 171c# 

I thank you for having given xny pom of 
Windfor Forcft it’s gi*eateft ornament, that of 
beaiing your name in the front of it. ’Tis 
one thing, when a perfon of true merit per- 
mits us to have the honour of drawing him as 
like as we can ; and another, when we make 
a fine thing at random^ and porfuade the next 
vain creature we can find, that ’tis his o\^gn 
likenefs ; which is the cafe every day of my 
fellow- fciiblers. Yet, my lord, this honour 
has given me no more pride than your ho* 
Hour’s have given you ; but it affords me a 
j!;reat deal of pleafure, which is much better 
than a great deal of pride; and it indeed 
yvoald give me fome pain, if 1 was not fure of 
one advantage, that, whereas others are of- 
fended, if they had not more than jullice done 
’em : you would be difpleafed if you had fo 
much ; therefore T may fafely do you as much 
injury .in my words, as. you duyoiuj^lFin your 
own thoughts. I am fd vain as to thuik I have* 
done yO|U a favour in Tparing yourmo^e^^ 
and you cannot but make me Tome return for 
prejudicing the truth to gratify you.: this I beg 
may be the fiee correAion of thefe verfes, 

which 
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which have few beauties, bi^ what may 
be made by your Idiots, 1 am^in the circum- 
ftantjeof an ordinary painter, dfrawitigSir God- 
fiey Kneller, who, by a faw touches of his 
own, could jTiake the piece very valuable: I 
might then hope, that, many ycais hence, the 
world might read in conjunction with your 
name, that of 


Your Lordlhip’s, drc.’* 


We nJtiII clofe this article with a juft ftroke 
of cenfure on his lordfhip and hts writings, by 
h*!s grace the duke of Buckinghacnfhue and 
Normandy* 

When Buckingham came, he fcarce carM to 
be feen. 

Till Phoebus defir’d his old friend to walk in ; 
But a laureat peer had never been known. 

The Commoners claim’d that place as tbdf 
own. 

/ 

Yet, if the kind God had been ne’er fo in- 
clin’d 

,To bi;cak cti oM rule, yet he, well knew his 
mind : , 

Who of foch preferment, Wbofd*'only make 
fport; 

And laugh’d at all fuitors for places at court. 
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Noiwithftajdi|g this law, yet Lanldown was 
namVi; 

But Apollo, ^ith .Lindfkefs, his indolence 
blam’d ; 

And faid he would chufe him,}but that he 
fhould fear 

An employment of trouble he never could 
bear. 

The lad years of his lordfldp’s life were 
fpent in privacy and retircmei.t. He had cer- 
tainly talents enough to have raifed him to ihc 
higheft offices, and friends enough to have 
reconciled him to any party ; but the mortifi- 
cations he had met with in the middle pait'of 
his life, checked hi$ ambiLlon, and he had 
feen enough of the world to defpife it. Yet he 
was not loured to a degree of becoming fplc- 
netic or cynkal enough, either to rclufe or to 
be ungrateful for royal favours. The late 
queen having honoured him with her protec- 
tion, the laft verfes he wrote were to infcribe 
two copies of his poems, one of which was 
prefented to her majefty, and the other to the 
princefs- royal Anne. 

His lordfhip deceafed at his houfe near Ha- 
nover fquare, on the thirtieth Af Januar;*^ 
17^5, in the fixty-cigbth year of his < ge. 

By his only wife, lady Mary VilJiers, who 
died a few days before him, he had no iffue 
male ; fo that in him the title of Lanfdowne 
^became exund. He had, however, by her 
• ladyihip. 
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ladylhip, four daughters ; viz,/ Aitne ; Mary, 
married on the fourteenth of March, 1729-30, , 
to William Graham, of Flatten, near Drog* 
heda, in the kingdom of Ireland, who dcceafcd 
in the monthtof November, in the fame year 
with his lordfliip ; Grace, married on the 
twen(v-ninth of March, 1740, to Thomas 
Foley, jun. efq. fon and heir of Thedas Fo- 
ley, efq. member of pailiamcnt for Hereford; 
and Elizabeth. 


-■-WiaL 
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*THK LIFE er* 


Robert Harley. 

• 

R obert Harley, afterwards cart of Ox- 
ford and earl Mortimer, and iod htgh- 
treafurer in the reign of queen Anne, Vas the 
tided fon of Sir Edward Harley, and boHl in 
Sovi^^reet, in the pari&'of St, Paul, Cewent* 
Garden, uport the iifth of December^ \ 66 %, 
Ht was educated under the reverend Mr. 
Birch, at Shilton, near Borford, in Ojfferd- 
fhirrt wWch, though a private fbhdbl^as 
remarkable fbr producing, at the 
a lord Kigh-treafurer, viz^ {Ord a 

lord'high-ehancclior, w. lord a 

lord^cmef -jufticc of the coUttnon pl^ via:, 
lord Trevor ; afid tci» wombers ot the 
of commons s who wfeto^^U contemporarfet as 
^ well ac fchool ds iif paidhtmetit, Hete ite hid 
thefoandatiort of that eRtenfiVc knowM|U and 
\ teaming which rendered hlo^ afterwards ^ 

X, in the world/ 

L / :A5 the rcvolotion, SirEdwarf Harlej^'^and 
K life rid^ a teOop of borle ar 

thehr own expbnce ; and, aftpr twe accetiion 6f 
king WiHftim and queen Mary, he was 

.IX. H ciioftn 
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clipfen member of parliamer| Tregony, 
in Cornwall, and aftcrvva^(l^c fervcd lor ihc 
cown ot Kadnor, till he wasacallgd up to the 
houle of loid^. 

In 1690, he was choCen by ballot one of the 
nine members of the houfc of commons, coin- 
miilioners for ftating the public accounts ; and 
a]fo«s)ne of the arbitrators for uniting the two 
India companies. 

In 1694, the houfe of commons ordered 
Mr/Hailey, on the nineteenth of November, 
to prep!ire and bring in a bill, For the Frequent 
Meeting and Calling of Parliaments; which 
'he accordingly did upon the twenty-fecond, 
af^d it was received and agreed to by both 
houfes, wnhoutany alteration or amendinent* 

On the eleventh of February. 1701-2, he 
was chofen fpeaker of the houfe of com* 
moAs ; and that parliament being diilblved the 
lame year, by king William^ and a new one 
called, he was again chofen fpeaker on the 
thirty-firft of December following, as he was 
in the firfl parliament called by queen Anne. 

On the leventecnth of April, 1704, he was 
fworn of her majefty’s privy council; and, on 
t'te eighteenth of May following, fworn in 
cooncil one, of the principal fecretaries of Hate, 
fpeaker of the konie of commons at 
the feme time. 

In 1706, he was appointed one of the 
cornsnimoners for the treaty of union with Scot- 
]and» which took e^cA » and refigned his place 

of 
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of principal l^cretary of Rate in February, 
1707-8. ' 

On the#tcnl!li of Auguft, 
conftituted one of ihe commiffiooers of the 
Treafury ; alfo chancellor and upder-treafurer 
of ihe Exchequer ; and, having three days af- 
ter, been again fworn in the privy council, he 
was, on the eighth of March followiif^, in 
great danger of his life ; the marquis of Guif- 
card, a French papid, then under examina- 
tion of a committee of the privy-council at 
Whitehall, dabbing him^ with a penknife, 
which he took up in the clerk’s room, where 
he waited before he was examined. Guifeard 
was thereupon impritbned, and died in Nuw* 
gate on the feventeenth of the fame month. 

As the Examiner is very circumdantial in 
its account of this horrid attempt, for .the far- 
ther fatisfaftion of our readers, we will irifert 
the Thirty-fccond Number of that ingenious 
performance. 


Non 
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Non e(l ea mcdicina, cum fan^ pani corporis 
fcalpelltinrf adhibetur, atque intcgra; ! came- 
ficrna ifta, & credulitas. Hi medcjitur 
Reipublic^^ qui exfocent pcfleir: allquam, 
tanquam llruituim CivitaUs. 

I All diverted from the general fubje^l of 
my difcourfes, to upon an event of 

a very extiaordinary aad mipiiriiig nature; a 
great mtniller, in h*gh conhuenre with the 
queen, under whofe mahagCinent the: weight 
of affairs at prefent is in a gieat mcafuie lup* 
poled to lie ; fitting in cou cil, in a lOyal pa- 
lace, with a dozen of the chief officers of Hate, 
is Habbedat tlie very board in the execution of 
his office, by the hand of a french papifl, then 
under examination for higji-trcafon. The af- 
(aifin redoubles his blow, to make fare work ; 
and, concluding the chancellor as difpatched, 
goes on with the fame rage to murder a prin- 
cipal fecretary of Hate ; and that whole noble 
aflcmbly are forced to rife, and draw their 
fwords in their defence, as if a wild beafl had 
been let loofe among them. 

This fail hath fome circumftances of aggra- 
vsTtion not to be parallelled by any of the like 
kind we meet with in hiftory. Caefar’s nfur- 
der being performed in the fenate, comes near- 
eft to the cafe ; but that was an affair con- 
certed ^by great numbers of the chief fenacors. 
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who were ttkewife the aftors io it : and riot the 
work of a vile jngle ruffian,' Harry the Third, 
of France * was dabbed by an enifjufiadic friar, 
whom he lufiered to approach his ’pt:rron, while 
thofe who attended him dood iitTome didance. 
IJis lucceflor met the fame fate ni a Coach, 
where neither he nor his iiohlei, in fitch^ con- 
dnemenr, were able to ticlend themfelves. j(n 
Qur country, we have, I tnink, but one in- 
dance of this fort which hacii made any nojfe ; 
1 mean that ot Fcltcn, about fouT«>l*e years 
ago: but he took the opporfu. ity to dab the 
duke of Buckingham iii paffing through a 
dark lobby f.om one to another. The 
blow was neither feen or heard, ind the ‘5j\ir- 
derer might have ekafied, if his owti cOncfem 
and horror, as it is ufual in fuch cafes, h^d hot 
betrayed him. Bcfjdts, fh« a6t of Felton 
will admit of f me elttchuution from the mo- 
tives he is laid to have had ; but this attempt 
of GuKcard feems to have outdone them all in 
c^’cry heightening circumliance, except the 
diflerence of ppribtis between a king and a 
great innviUr ; for I give no allowance at all 
to iht, usder^ince of fuccefs (which, however, 
is yet uiia nain and depending) ttOr think it 
the h rfd alitvirition fo the Crime, whatev^ it 
may bt* to the punifhmen:, 

i am ftnhbie it is ill afguing from jJarti- 
culurs t > gcii lais ; and, that we ought not to 
charge upon a nation the crimes of a few def- 
pcraic villains it is fo unfortunate to podoce?^ 
H 3 yet, 



1^0 BRITISH PLUTi^RCH. 
yet, at the fame time, it mud be avbwed, thar 
the french have, for thefe lad ^nturies, been 
fomewbat too<4iberal of their daggers upon the 
pcrfons of their greateft men ; fuch as, the 
admiral de Coligny: the dukes of Guile, fa- 
ther and fon : and the two kings I have lad 
uaentiijiied' 

I have fomedmes wondeiad how a people, 
whole genius jietms wholly tmned to finging 
and dancing, and prating ; to vanity and im- 
pertinence i who Jay fo much weight upon 
inodes and gedures ; whofe elTentiaJicies are 
generally fo very fuperfidal ; who arc ufually 
io feiious upon trifles, and fo trifling upou^ 
whal is ferious ; have been capable of commit- 
ting fuch folid villanies ; more fuitable to the 
gravity of a Spaniard, or filence and though t- 
fuinefs of an Italian : unlefs it be, that, in a 
nation fo full of themfelves, and ^of io refllefs 
imaginations; when any of them happen to be 
of a morofe and gloomy cor.flitudon, that 
huddle of confufed thoughts, for want of eva- 
porating, ufually tciminates in rage or de- 
ipair. 

.D'Avila cbferves, that Jacques Clement was 
a fort of buflboD, whom the red of the friars 
ufedtto make fport with ; but, at lafl, gi^ng 
his folly aferious turn, it ended in enthuflafixi,. 
and qualified him for that defperate adl of 
murdering his king. 

But in the marquis de Gulfcafd there feems 
to 'iuve been a compacatioii of ingredients for ^ 
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Tucli an at«?mpt : he bad committed fcveral 
cnormitio5 in France ; was extremely prodigal 
and vicious^ of a dark complcxioii and cloudv 
countenance, fuch as in vulgar phffiognomy 1 ? 
called an ill Look. For the rc^, his talents 
■4vcre very mean, having a Tort of inferior 
Cunning, but vciy fmall abilities: fo that a 
great iUxin of the late miniflry, by whJm he 
wa.> invited over, and with much difcrciioii 
raifed, at hril Hep, from a profligate popifli 
piieft to a lieutenant gcuiral and colryiel of a 
regiment of horfe, was forced at lail to drop 
hi in for fliame. 

Had fuch an accident happened under that 
miniflry, and to fo conftderable a membef o( 
it; they would have immediately charged it 
upon, the w'holc body of ihofe they are pleafed 
to call the FaAion. This would have beeo 
called a High-Church Piinciple ; the clergy 
would have been accufed as promoters and 
abettors of the fafl ; committees would have 
been fenl, to promife the criminal his life ; pro<^ 
vided they might have liberty to direfl and 
dilate his confefUon ; and a Black Lift would 
have been printed of all thofe who had been 
ever feen in the murderer’s company. But, the 
prefent men in power hate and dffpxfe all facb 
dcteflable arts, which they might noW turn 
upon their adveiTaries with much more platifl* 
biiity, than ever thefe did their bonourable 
negotiations with Greg. 
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And here it may be worth bbferving how 
unanimous a concurrence there is between 
fome perfons once in high pow«L'r, ard a French 
papift ; both agreeing in the great end of tak- 
ing away Mr. Harley’s life, althoiagh differing 
in their methods. The firft proceeding by 
fubornation, the other by violence ; whercia 
Gtiirc''rd feems to have the advantage, as aim- 
ing no further than his life; while the others 
defjgned to deflroy at once both that and his 
reputation. The malice of both againfl this 
gentlcmitn feems to have rifen from the fame 
caufe ; his difeovering defigns againil the go* 
vernment. 

It w'as Mr. Harley who dete£led the trea* 
foniblc concfpondencc of Greg, and fecured 
him betimes ; when a certain great man, who 
Biall be n. melefs, had, out of the depth of 
his politics, fent him a caution to make hig 
cfcape ; which would certainly have hxed the 
appearance of guilt upon Mr. Harjey ; buC, 
when that was prevented, they would have en- 
ticed the condemned criminal with a promiie 
0[ a pardon, to write and fign an accufatlon^ 
againft the fecretary. But, to ufe Greg’s own 
expnflion, His death was nothing near fo ig- 
nominious, a/ would have been fuch a life 
tb^ mud be iaved by proltituting Ins con^ 
lueuce. 

The fame gentleman lies now dabbed by his 
other cncmj , a popifh fpy, whofc treafon he 
hath difeovered. God prefcrve the reft of her 

majefty’s 



ROBERT »ARL6V. 153 

rtiftjefty’'s i|iJriffters from fuch proteftAnb, aad 
from fuch papiAs ! 

1 (hali t^ke t)CcaAon to hint at fomt parti- 
cularities in this furprifing fa6l,*fbr the fake 
of thofe at diftancc, or who may not be tho- 
roughly informed. 

T he murderer confefied in Newgate, chit his 
thief defign was agsinft Mr. Secretaey St, 
John, who happened to change feats with Mr. 
Harley, for more convenience of examining 
the criminal : and being alkcd what provoked 
him to flab the chancellor; he faid, fhat, not 
being able to come at the fecretary, as he in- 
tended, it was foinc fatisfaftion fO murder the 
perfon whom he thought Mr. St. John loved 
beft. 

And here, if Mr. Harley had flill any ene- 
mies left, whom his blood fpilc in the public 
icrvice cannot reconcile ; I hope they will at 
leaft admire his magnanimity, which is a qua- 
lity efteemed even in an enemy : and, I think, 
there arc few greater inflances of it to be found 
in flory. 

After the wound was given, be was obferved 
neither to change his countenance, nor difeo- 
ver any concern or difbrder in his fpeech : hc 
rofe up, and walked along the rqom while he 
was able, with the greaiefl tranquillity, tfh- 
ring the midfl of the confuflon. When the 
furgeon came, he cook him afide, and deflred 
he would inform him freely, whether thd 
wound were mortal 5 becaufe^ in that cafe, he 
. H 5 feidf 
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ffiidf he had feme affairs to fettle i^cdating to 
his family. The blade of the ' penknife, 
broken by the violence of the iblow again ft a 
lib, within a 'quarter of an inch of the handle,, 
was dropt ouli (I know not whether from the 
wound, or his cloaths) as the furgeon was, 
going to drefs him ; he ordered it to be taken 
np, aqd» rviping it himfeif, gave it fomebody 
to keep,, fayingj he now thought it properly 
belonged to him. He ftiewed no fort of re- 
fenttnent, or fpoke one violent word againft 
GuifcarcK; but appeared all the while the lead 
concerned of any in the company.— -A ftate 
of mind, which, in fuch an exigency, nothing 
but innocence can give ; and is truly worthy 
of k Chriftian philofopher. 

If there be really fo great a difference in 
principle, between the High-flying Whigs and 
the Friends of France; I cannot but repeat the 
queftion, How come they to join in the dc- 
ftrufticn of the fame roan ? Can his death be 
pofTibly for the intereft of boih 2 or, Have 
they both the fame quarrel againft him, that 
he is perpetually difeovering and preventing 
treacherous defigns of our cncmies ? How- 
(ever it be, this great miniiler may now fay 
with St. Paul, That he hath been in perils by 
bis- own countrymen, and in perils by ftran- 
gers. 

In the midft of fo melancholy a fubjefl, I 
cannot but congratulate with our own country 
tlbt luith a lavage moniler as the marquis dc 
' Guifeard 
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Guifcard of Her produftion : A wretch* 

perhaps, more dete(lable in h^s own nature* 
chan even t^iis btirbarous a6l hath been yet able 
to reprefent him to the world. F<jr, there arc 
good reafons to believe, from fei^eral circuni- 
llances, that he had intentions of a deeper dye 
than thofe he happened to execute ; I mean 
fuch as every good iubjetl mud tremble tONhink 
on. 

He hath of late been frequently feen going 
up the back'ilairs at court, and walking alone 
in an outer room adjoining to her Aiajefty’s 
bed-chamber He hath often and earneftly 
preil'ed for fome time to have accefs to the 
queen, even fince his cotrefpondence wyth 
France * and he hath now given fuch a proof 
of his dirpofuion, as leaves it eafy to guefi 
what was before in his thoughts, and what he 
was capable of attempting. 

It is humbly to be hoped, that the legifla- 
ture will inierpofe on fo extraordinary an oc- 
cafion as this, and direct a puniihment fome 
way proportionable to fo execrable a crime. 


£t quicunque tuum violavit valnere corpat^ 
Morte luat merita ■■■ ■ , 
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An a<^ of parliament was fooif after pa/Ted, 
making it felony, without benefit Vf plergy, 
to attempt the life of a private caunf^llor in the 
execution of liis office; and a claufe was in* 
ferted. To ji\ftify and indemnify all perfons, 
who, in afiilling in defence of Mr. Hajlcy, 
chancellor of the Exchequer, when he was 
fUbbed. by the fieur de Guifeard, and in fe- 
enring him, did give any wound or bruife to 
the faid ficur de Guifeard, whereby he received 
his death, 

Both boufeo of parliament addrefTed the 
queen on this occafion, and ex preiTed their 
great concern ** at the mofi barbarous and vil- 
lainous attempt made upon the perfon of 
Rooert Harley, cfq. chancellor of your ma- 
}efty’6 exchequer, by the marquis of Guifeard, 
a French papifi, at the time when Jie was un- 
der examination for trcalonable practices, be- 
fore a committee of }our majefly’s council. 

*< We cannot but be moft deeply affedted, 
to find fuch an inflance of inveterate malice 
againfl one employed in your majefty’s coun« 
cil, and fo near your royal perfon ; and we 
havft xpafon to believe, that his fidelity to your 
gyMBy, and zeal for your fervice, have drawn 
e>ff*lrm the,harred of all the abettors of po- 
pery and fa^lion. 

“ We think it our duty, on this occafion, 
to aiTure your majefiy, that we will efifedually 
.Hand by and defend your majefiy, and thofe* 
who have the honour to be employed in your 

fervicc; 
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fervLce^ all public and fecneC attempts 

of your enemies,’* &c. 


To which the queen returned this anfwcr: 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

** I TAKE this addrefs very kindly ffom 
you, on the occafion of that barbarous at* 
tempt on Mr, Harley, whofe zeal ^nd fidelity 
in niy fervice muft yet appear more eminently 
by that horrid endeavour to takeaway his life, 
for no other rcafon that appears, bjgt his 
known oppofition to popery and faction- Your 
warm concern for the fafety of my perfon, and 
the defence of thofe employed in my fervice, is 
very grateful to me,’* See, 

The wound he had received confined him 
for fome weeks ; but the houfe being informed 
that it was almoil healed, and that be would 
in a few days come abroad, they rcfolved to 
congratulate his efcape and recovery ; and ac* 
cordingly, upon his next attending the houfe^ 
which was, on the twenty-fixth of Apri)^ the 
fpeaker addrelTcd himfelf to him in a very 
refpeflful fpeech, to which Mr, Harley re* 
turned as refpedlful an enfwer. ' * 

In the year 17x1, queen Anne, to reward 
bb many eminent fervices, was pleafed to ad« 
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vance him to the peerage of Great:: Britain, 
by the llile and titles of baron Harley, of 
Wigmore, in the county of Herefor^fi ; earl 
of Oxford, and earl Mortimer; with remain- 
der, for want of male iflUe of his own body, 
to the heirs male of Sir Robert Harley, knight 
of the bath, his grand-father. 

We wHl trail feri be the preamble of the let- 
ters patent, bearing date the eleventh of May^ 
to Ihew the reader, how prodigioofly high 
Mr. Harley’s credit flood with the people of 
England, as well as with the governing powers, 
at that time. 

WHATEVER favour the equity of a 
prince can beflow on a gentleman defeended 
from an illuflrious and very ancient family, 
framed 4>y nature for great things, improved 
by education in all manner of learning for 
greater, cxerciled by long experience in bufi- 
nefs, verfed in very diiFerent employments of 
the commonwealth, with extraordinary reputa- 
tion, and not without darger, fuch as our 
trufly and well- beloved counftllor Robert 
Harley juftly deferved of us; he being the 
only man who, by a folLhoule of commons, 
was ^bofen fpeaker by three fucceflive pariia- 
> ments ; and, at the fame time that he held the 
chair, was one of oor principal fecre aries of 
flate : his capacity fitting him for the manage- 
ment of thofe two important offices ; which, 
ih^gb they feemed to diffigree in themfelve^ 

west 
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were eafilj reconciled by one wKo knew how, 
with equal weight atvd addrefs^ to- temper 
and turn the Ainds of men ; wifely to de- 
fend the rights of the people, ivithout dero- 
gating from the * prerogative of the crown •, 
and who was thoroughly acquainted how well 
monarchy could confiA with liberty. 

“ Having run through thefe two rtnploy- 
roents at the fame time, after fomc breathing* 
while, he took care of our treafury, as chan- 
cellor of our exchequer ; put a Hop to the 
growing embczalemcnt of the public money,, 
which was fpreading far and wide, like a con- 
tagion ; provided for the fettling a new trade 
to the South* Seas ; and having, with wonder- 
ful fagacity, very lately, and in a very good' 
time, retrieved the languilhing condition oi our 
Exc^quer, and thus reiiored public credit, 
merited the applaufe of the parliament, Ailed 
our citizens with joy, and us, for our intereil 
is ever the fame with that of our people, with 
BO fmall fatisfaflion; lor thefe reafons, we de- 
termine to confer on a gentleman, who has 
deferved ib well of us, and of all our good 
ihbjcfls, thefe honours which were Jong AncO^ 
due tohimand his family; beinginduced thereto 
by our own jncUnatioii,.and mo general xpice 
of all Great Britain. 

** Since therefore the twd houArs of partial 
snent have declared, that the fidelity and afitx- 
tion he has expreiTed in our fervice, have ex- 
pqfed him to the hatred of wicked men, 
the defperate rage of a villainous parries ; 
fince diey have congratulated his efcape from 

fuch 
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fuch iminlnent dangers, and pot us^in mind, 
that he might not be preferred in vain ; we 
willingly comply with their defij^s, said grant 
him, who comes fo honourably recommended 
by the hearty votes of our parliament, a place 
among our peers ; to whom, by the noble 
blood and long train of his anceilors, he is io 
nearly siClied ; and that, with all felicity, he 
take his title from the city where learning 
flourifhes in fo great a degree, himfelf the or- 
nament of learning, and patron of learned 
men. 

“ Know,” &c. 

Inffcgard to the latter part of his lordfhipN 
diara^ier, it may be juftly obferved, that he 
was not only an encourager of literature, bur 
the greateil colledor in his time of all curious 
books in print and manufeript, efpecially thofe 
ooncerning the hiftory of his own country 5 
which were preferved, and much augmented, 
l»y the late earl his fon. He was al(b himfelf 
a man of taHe and letters; and under this cha-^ 
nailer we And a propoAil addrefled to bim by 
Swift, for correding, improving, and 
^ijp^taining the Engliih tongue. 

the twenty -ninth of May, 1711, the 
queen appointed the earl of Oxford lord-high- 
treafurer of Great Britain ; and, on the Arft of 
June, his lordlhip took the ufal oath as fuch; 
OQ which occaAon, Sir Simon Harcourt, the 
Iq^^d-keeper^ made Bim the following fpeeeh : 

« My 



ROBERT HARLEY. i6» 

» * 

My lArdj 

THE queen, who does every thing with the 
grcatefl: wifdom, has given a proof of it in 
the honours ihe has lately conferred on you, 
w'hich are exadlly fuited to your deffrts and 
qualifications. My lord, the title which you 
now bear could not have been fo juftly placed 
on any other of her majefly’s fubjc(fi3. Some 
of that antient blood which fills your veins, if 
derived from the Veres ; and you have Diewed 
yourfelf as ready to facrifice it for the fafety of 
your prince, and the good of your countr)P, and 
as fearlefs of danger, on the moll trying occa«* 
fions, as ever any of that brave and loyal hoafe 
were. Nor is that title lefs iuited to you, as 
it carries in it a relation to one of the chief 
feats of learning ; for even your enemies, my. 
lord, if any fuch there llili arc, mull own, that 
the love of letters, and the encouragement of 
ihofe who excel in them, is one diftinguiftung 
part of your charaftcr. 

My lord, the high llaiion of lord-trea« 
furer of Great- Biitain, to which her majeHy 
has called you, is the juH reward of ^^our 
eminent fervices. You have been the great 
inllrument of reftoring public credit, and re-* 
lieving this nation from the heavy prelFure and 
ignominy of an immenfe debt, under which it 
languiibed ; and you are now incrulled v^h 
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T 

the power of fccuring us from a reVapfe into 
the fame ill (late, out of which ^ou have ref* 
cued us. ; 

This great office, my lord, is every way 
worthy of you ; prrticularly on the account of 
thofc many difficulties with which the faithful 
difcharg^ of it mud be unavoidably attended,, 
and which require a genius like your’s to ma- 
fter them.** 

“ The only difficulty which even you, my 
lord, may hnd infuperable, is, how todeferve 
better of the crown and kingdom after this ad- 
vancement, than you did before it/' 

'When the carl of Godolphin/' fays dean 
Swift, ** was removed from his employment, 
he left a debt upon the navy of fome millions, 
all «on traced under his adminillration, which 
had no parliament iecurity, and was daily en- 
creafed. Neither could I ever learn, whether 
that lord had the fmalled profpe£l of clearing 
this incumbrance ; or, whether there were po- 
licy, negligence, or defpair, at the bottom of 
this unaccountable management. But the 
coniequences were vifible and ruinous ; for, 
by this means, navy bills grew to he forty 
per went, difeount, and upwards ; and almoft 
every kind of (lores bought by the Navy and 
Viflualling- offices, coft the government dou- 
ble rates, and fometimes more : fo that the 
^public hath direflly loft feveral millions upon 
one article, without apy fort of neceffity 
. that 
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th^at I couFd «ver hear afngi>ed by the ableft 

vindicators of ^hat party. 

• • 

“ In this opprefled and jntan|Ied ftate was 
the kingdom, with relation to it*s debts, when 
the queen removed the earl of Godolphin 
from his ofhce, and it into commif^on, of 
which the prefent treamrer (lord Oxford) was 
one. 

“ This pcrfon had been chofen fpeakcr, 
fucccffively to three parliaments, was after- 
wards fecretary of flate, and always in great 
eileem with the queen for his .wifdom and hde** 
lity. 

The late miniftry, about two years* be- 
fore their full, had prevailed with her majefty, 
much againil her inclination, to difiuifs him 
from her fervice ; for which they cannot be 
juilly blamed, Ance he had endeavoured the 
fame thing againft them» and very narrowlpr 
failed ; which makes it the n>ore extraordi- 
nary that he Ihould fucceed in a iecond at- 
tempt againil thofe very adverfaries, who had 
fuch fair warning by the firft. ’ ^ 

** He is Arm and Heady in his refolutionst 
not eaAly diverted from them, after he hath 
once poiTefTed himlelf of an opinion that they 
me right; nor very communicative where he 
can adl by himfelf ; being taught by expert-i 
ence, that a fecret is feldom fafo in more than . 
one breaft^ That which occurreth to other 
men after mature deliberation, ofieieth to hijja- 

at 



164 BRITISH PLtJTAIlCll. 

at likis firft thonjriiis ; fo that he decideth im- 
mediately What is beft to be done ; and 
therefore vciy feldom at a lols upon fiidden ex- 
igencies. He thinketh it a more eafy and 
fafe rule in politics, to watch incidents as they 
come, and then turn them to the advantage of 
what purfues, than pretend to forcfee them 
at a gieat dilbnce. Fear, cruelty, avarice, 
and pride, are wholly ftrangers to his nature; 
but he is not without ambition. There is one 
thing peeuliat in his temper, which I altoge- 
ther difapprove and do not remember to have 
heard or met with in any other man’s charac- 
ter : I mean, an eafinels and indifference un- 
der Siny impi>td(tibn, although he be efrer fo in- 
nocent, and although the (Irongeft probabili- 
ties and appearances are againfi him ; fo that 
I have 4nawn him often fafpe^ted by his 
neareft frteivda, for fome months, in points of 
the higheft importance, to a degree, that they 
were ready to break with him, and only unde- 
ceived by time and accidem. 

. ** His detra£lors, who chairge him with cun- 
ning, are but ill acquainted with his charac- 
tta-; farcin the fenfe they take the word, and 
as it is ufoally imderflood, I know no man to 
whom that mean talent could be with left juf- 
tkt applied, as the condud of affairs, while 
lid.4ka^ been at the helm, doth clearly demon - 
ftrate, very contrary to the nature and prin- 
ciples of cunning, which is always employed 
iAxferviitg little^ iHirni, propofing little ends, 

and 
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and ruppl|ing daily exigencies by little (hiAs 
and expedients. But Co reicue a prince out of 
the hands*of ihfolent fubjeds^ h«nt upon fuch 
deligns as mud probably end in the ruin of the 
government; to find out meafis for paying 
inch exorbitant debts as this nation hath been 
involved in, and reduce it to a better nyinage^ 
ment ; to make a potent enemy offer advan^ 
tageous terms of peace, and deliver up the 
mod important fortrefs of his kingdom as a 
fecurity ; and this againd all the oppofitioa' 
mutually raifed and inflamed by parties and 
allies ; fuch performances can only be called 
cunning, by thofe, whofe want of underdand-^ 
ing, or of candour, puts them upon finding ill 
names for. great qualities of the mind, which 
thcmlelvcs do neither pofTefs nor can form 
any jud notion of. . However, ir mud be al- 
lowed, that an obfunate K>ve oi' fecrecy in 
this miniftcTj feemeth, at oidance, to have 
foipe referxibUncc of cunning ; for he is not 
only ^ery rttcniive of fecrets, but appeareth to 
be fo to ; which i number auiongd his de- 
fers. 

“ He hath been blamed by his friends for 
refufing to difeover lus intentions, even in- 
thofe points where the wifcd mtn may have 
need cl advice and aififtance ; and fome have 
cenfured him, upon that account, as jf he^ werer 
jealous of power : but be hath been heard to 
andver, That he feldom did otherwife without- 
to repent. However, To un^tbgnifh%d 

a cau- 
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a caution cannot, in my opinion, Lc juflifieJ, 
l)y which the owner lofeth fo mapy advantages, 
and whereof kll men, who deferved lo be con- 
fided in, may, with fomc reafon, complain. 

His love of procraftination (wherein, 
doubtlefs, nature hath her (hare) may pro- 
bably ^be encreafed by the fame means ; but 
this is an imputation laid upon many other 
great miniHers, w ho, like men under too heavy 
81 load, let fall that which is of the leaft con- 
icq uencey and go back to fetch it when their 
ihoalders are free ; for time is often gained as 
well at loll by delay, which, at worfl, is a 
fault on the fecurer fide. Neither, probably, 
is tills miniftcr anfwcrable for half the cla- 
mour raifed againfl him upon that article : his 
endeavours were wholly turned upon the ge- 
neral welftire of his country, but perhaps 
with too little regard to that of particular per- 
ions : which rendereth him lefs amiable than 
be would otherwife have been from the good- 
nefs of his humour, and agreeable conveiiation, 
in a private capacity, and with few dependers. 
Yet fome allowance may perhaps be givcif to 
tkis failing, which is one of the greateil he 
hath, fince he cannot be more carelefs of other 
meia’s fortunA thhn he is of his own. 

*• He is maftcr of a very great and faithful 
memory, which is of mighty ufe in the ma- 
nagement of public affairs ; and I believe 
there are few examples to be produced, in any 
of a perfon who hath pafTed through (b 

many 
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many emjploymcnts in Hare, endowed with a 
greater (hare both of divine and human learn- 
ing. • • ^ 

I am perfuaded that foreigners, as well 
as ihofe at home, who Jive too remote from 
the feene of bufinefs to be rightly informed, 
will not be clirpleafed with this account of a 
perfon, who, in the fpace of two yeaA, lutli 
been fo highly inrtruincn'a! in changing the 
face of aifairs in Europe ; and hath del'erved 
fo well of his own prince and country. 

" In that perplexed condition of the public 
debts, which I have aheady defcribcd, this 
mini Iter was brought into the Treafury and 
Exchequer, and had the chief diredion of af- 
fairs. , 

His firft regulation was that of exchequer- 
bills, which, to the great difeouragement of 
public Credit, and Randal to the crown, were 
three per cent, lefs in value than the fums (pe- 
cified in them. 

“ The prefent treafurer, being then chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, procured an a£l of 
parliament, by which the Bank of England 
(hould be obliged, in confideration of forty 
five thoufand pound', to accept and circulate 
the bills without any difoount. He then pro- 
ceeded to (top the depredations of thoie who 
dealt in remittances of money to the army ; 
who, by unheard of exa^ions in that kind of 
tradic, had amaded prodigious wealth at the 
public coil ; to which the earl of Godolphiu 

Hid 
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had given too much way, ^ plillibly by 

neglefl; for 1 think he cannot^be accufed of 
porruption. * 

But the hew treafurcr'^s chief concern was 
to reftore the dredit of the nation, by finding 
fomefettiement for unprovided debts, amount- 
ing in |he whole to ten millions, which hung 
on the public as a load equally heavy atid diA 
gracefuU without any profpe£l of being re- 
moved ; and which former miniflers had nevef 
tl)e care or courage to infpe^. 

** Hte refolved at once to go to the bottom 
of this evil ; and having computed and fum- 
med up the debt of the navy, and vidltiallingy 
ordiAance, and tranfport of the army, and 
tranfport debentutes made out for the fervice 
of the laft war, of the general ' mortgage- tal- 
lies for the year 1710; and fome other defici- 
encies, he then found out a fund of interell 
fufficient to anfwer ail this: which, being ap- 
plied to ocher ufes, could not raife prefCnt 
money for the war, bat in a very few years, 
would clear the debt it was engaged for. 

“ The intermediate accruing intereft was to 
bo paid by the treafarer of the navy ; and, as 
a farther advantage to the creditors, they 
Ihooid be erefted into a company, for trading 
to the South- Seas, and for encouragement of 
*fhcry. ' 
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• 

Wheil all this was fully prepared and di- 
gefted, he miyie a motion in the houfc of 
commons •(who deferred extre^fiely to his 
judgment and abilities) for payiflg the debts 
of the navy, and other unprovided deHcienciet-, 
without entering into pariiculars> which was 
immediately voted. — But a fudden ftojp wus 
put to this aifair, by that horrid attempt of 
Guifcard, which happened on the following 
day, and of which we have already given the 
readeran account. 

“ The overtures made by this miniller of 
paying fo vaft a debt, under the prclTures of a 
long war, and the difficulty of finding fupplies 
for continuing it, was, during the time of 'his 
illnefs, ridiculed by his enemies as an imprac-^ 
ticable and vifionary projed ; and when, up- 
on his return to the houfe, he had explained 
his propofal, the very proprietors of the debt 
were, manj^/Of them, prevailed on to oppofe 
it ; although the obtaining of this trade, ci- 
ther through Old Spain, or diredly to the 
Spaniih Weft-lndics, had been one principal 
end we aimed at in this war. 

** However the bill pafTed; and, as an imme* 
diate confequence, the navy-bills rofe to-about 
twenty per cent, nor ever fell within ten t)f 
their difeount. ^ . 

Another good effed of this work ap- 
peared by the parliamentary lotteries, which 
have ever fince been erected. The laft of that 
kintl, under the former minillry was eleve^ 

VoL.lX. i week# 
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weeks in filling ; whereas the under the 
prefcnt, was filled in a very few,, hours, altho* it 
coll the government lefs ; and the others, 
which follo\^ed, were full before the a£ls con- 
cerning them could pafs. And to prevent the 
incumbrances of this kind from growing, for 
the fixture, he took care, by the utmoll parfi- 
mony, or by fufpending payments, where they 
feemed lefs to prefs, that all (lores of the navy 
Ihould be bought with ready- money; by 
which oent. per cent, hath been faved in that 
mighty article of our expence ; as will appear 
from an account taken at thevidualling-office 
on the ninth of Augufi, 1712 ; and the pay- 
jneht of the intereft was a lefs burthen upon 
the navy, by the ftores being bofight at fo 
cheap a rate. 

“ It might look invidious to enter into far* 
ther particulars upon this head, but of fmaller 
moment. What I have above related, may 
ferve to (hew in how ill a condition the king- 
dom Hood, with relation to its debts, by the 
corruption, as well as negligence, of formejp 
management : and what prudent, efledlual 
meaiures have fince been taken to provide for 
old incumbrances, and hinder the running into 

As nothing can give the reader a clearer view 
of the tory reprefentations of the peace of 
Utrecht, which is thought to have had fuch an 
afftA upon the poluicai fyftem of Europe, and 

in 
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In which Harley is known to have been a chief 
mover, than fhe queen^s fpeech to the parlia- 
ment upon that occa/ion, we (haQ therefore in- 
fert it verbatim. • 


** My Lords and Gentlcmen» 

“ THE making peace and war is ondouM:- 
«dly the prerogative of the crown ; ^xt, fuck 
is the juft confidence 1 place in you, that, at 
the opening of this felTion, I acquainted you, 
that a negotiation for a general peace was be- 
gun ; and afterwards, by meffages, I ,pro- 
mifed to ^communicate to you the terms of 
peace before they fhould be concluded. 

** In purfuance of that promife, I now cone 
to let you know upon what terms tliat peace 
may be made. 

I need not mention the difhcuhies which 
orife from the very nature of this affair ; and 
it is but coo apparent, that thefe difhcalcies 
have been encreafed by other obfirudlions, art- 
fully contrived to hinder this great and good 
work. 

** Nothing, however, hath diindered^ihsi 
from fleadily purfuing, in the firfl place, the 
true intcrefls of my own kingdoms; and I have 
not omitted any thing, which might pro- 
cure to all our allies what is due to them 
by treaties, and what is neceffary for their fe- 
curJty* ^ 
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“ The afluring of the proteftant^fucceffion, 
as by law eftabliftied in the houfc of Hanover, 
to thefe kingdoms, being what 1 have neareft 
at heart, pafiicular care Is taken, not only to 
have that acknowledged in the ftrongeft terms, 
but to have an additional fecurlty, by the re- 
moval pf that perfon out of the dominions of 
Prance who hath pretended to diilurb this fet* 
tiement. 

“ The apprchenfion that Spain and the 
Weft-Indies might be united to France, was 
the chief inducement to begin this war ; and 
the effedlual preventing of fuch a union was 
the principle I laid down at the commence- 
men! of this treaty : former examples, and 
the late negotiations, fufHciently faew how 
djfHcult it is to find means to accomplifh this 
work, I would not content myfelf with fuch 
as are fpeculative, or depend on treaties only : 
I infifted on what w'as folid, and to that end 
have at hand the power of executing what 
ihould be agreed. 

I can therefore now tell you, That France 
at laft is brought to offer. That the duke of 
ilinjou ihall, for himfelf and his defeendants^ 
renounce for ever all claim to the crown of 
France : and, that this important article may 
be expofed to no hazard, the performance is 
to accompany the promife. 

At the fame time, the fucceffion to the 
crown of France is to be declared, after the 
de^th of the prefent dauphin and his Tons, to 

be 
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be in theiiuke of Berry and his {bns, in the 
duke of Orleans and his Tons, and fo on to 
the refl dlT ihe houfe of Bourbon* 

“ As to Spain and the Indics^ihe fucceiTion 
to thofe dominions, after the duke of Anjou 
and his children, is to defeend to fuch prince 
as (hall be agreed on at the treaty, for ever 
excluding the reft of the houfe of Bouibon. 

“ For confirming the renunciations and fet* 
tlements before-memioned, Ms further ofFcieJ^ 
that they lliould be ratified in the molt ftrong 
and folemn manner, both in France and 
and that thofe kingdoms, as well as all the 
other powers engaged in the prefent wai, (ball 
be guarantees to the fame. • 

** The nature of this propofal is fuch, tlia^ 
it executes itfelf : the intereft -of Spain is t<> 
fupport it ; and in France, the perfons to 
whom that fucceflion is to belong, will be 
ready and powerful enough to vindicate their 
own right. 

“ France and Spain are now more effedlu- 
ally divided than ever. And thus, by the 
blefting of God, will a real balance of power 
be fixed in Europe, and remain liable to as few 
accidents as human affairs can be exempted 
from. • 

** A treaty of commerce between thefe King- 
doms and France has been entered upon ; but 
the excefiive duties laid on fome goods, 4nd 
the prohibitions of others, make it impoftible 
to fuiifh this work fo foon as were to be defii^ed* 
I ^ Care 
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Care is taken, however, to eftabli/h a method 
of fettling this matter; and, in the nlean time, 
provifion is made, that the fame privijeges and 
advantages, jft fhall be granted to any other 
nation by Frahcc, (hall be granted in like man- 
ner to us. 

“ The divifion of the ifland of St. Chrifto- 
pher, between us and the French, having been 
the caule of great inconvenicrcy ard damage 
to my fubje£ls, 1 have demanded to have an 
abfolute ceflion made to me of the whole 
ifland ; and France agrecth to this demand. 

Our int,creft is fo deeply concerned in the 
trade of North-Anierica, that I have ufed my 
uimoft endfavciirs to adjhft tiiac article in the 
molt beneficial manner. France confenicth to 
rellore to us the whole bay and ftrEights of 
Hudfon, to deliver up the ifland of Newfound- 
land, with Placentia ; and to make an abfolute 
ceflion of Annapolis, with the reft of Nova 
Scotia, 01 Arcadie, The faftty of our home- 
trade w?]l be the better provided for by the 
demolifhing of Dunkiik. 

“ Our Mcditeirantan trade, and the Briiiih 
jntereft and influence in tiiofe parts, will be 
fecured by the peflefiion of Gibraltar and 
Port'Mahon, with the whole ifland of Mi- 
norcat which are offered to remain in my 
hands. 

<^,Thc trade to Spain and the Weft-Indles 
znayin general be fettled, as it vvasin the time 
gf Ac la,te l^ing of Spain, Charles II. and a 

\ particular 
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particular^prcrvifion made» that all advantages* 
rights, or^privikgcs, which have been grar.ted* 
or may hireaffer be granted, by^ain, to any 
other nation, (hall be, in like m^ner, granted 
tr the fubjeds of Great-Britaiij. 

“ But the part which we have borne in the 
profecurion of t ds war, intitling us to fome di- 
ftindion in the terms of peace, 1 have jnfillcd, 
and obtained, that the afliento, or contrad, (or 
furiiiihing the SpaniOi Well-indies with ne- 
groes, (hall be made with us for the term of 
thirty years, in the fame manner sft it hath 
been enjoyed by the Ficnch for ten years 
pall. 

“ I have not taken upon me to determine 
the intwefts of our confederates ; thefc* muft 
be adjuifed in the congrefs at Utrecht, where 
my beft endeavours (hall be employed, as they 
have hitherto conllanily been, to procure to 
every one of them all juft and rcafonable fatif- 
fadion. In the mean time, 1 think it proper 
to acquaint you, that France offers to make 
the Rhine the barrier of the empire ; to yield 
Brif^ck, the fprt of Kehl, and Landau, and to 
raze all the fortreftes, both on the other fije of 
the Rhine, and in that river. 

“ As to the proteftant intcrgft in Germany* 
there will be, on the pait of France, fto ob- 
jedion to the refetiling thereof, on the foot of 
the treaty of Weftphalia. 

“ The Spaniih Low-Countries may go to 
his imperial majefty ; the kingdom of Naples 
I 4 ^and 
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ai d Saidiidn ; the duchy of Milan and the 
places hclorp^ing to Spam on th^’ coaflofTuf- 
i:iny, may ’jkcwife be yielded by tiraty of 
peace to the ‘ mperor. 

“ As to the kirgdom of Sicily, though there 
remaineth no dispute concerning the ccflion of 
it by the duke of Anjou, yet the difpofitiG^ 
I hereof ‘‘s rot yet determined. 

“ The interclls of the ftates-general, with 
re'peft to commerce, are agreed to, as they 
have been demanded by their own minillei?, 
wiih the 'e;cception only of fome very ftw fpe- 
ciee of merchandize ; and the inli'-e barriert 
as demanded by the Hates in 1709 from France, 
except two or three places at moft. 

** As to ihcfe exceptions, fcveral e;fpedienta 
are propofed ; and I make no doubt but that 
this barrier may be fo fettled, as to render that 
republic peifedly fecure againft any enterprize 
the part of France 5 which is the founda- 
tion of all my engagements upon this head 
with the Hates. 

“ i he demands of Portugal depending 
upon the dirpofltion of Spain, and that arti- 
cle having been long in difpute, it has not 
been yet pofTiblc to make any coniiderable 
progrpfs therein ; but my plenipotentiaries will 
now have an opportunity to aflill that king in 
his pietenfions. 

“ Thofe of the king of Pruflia are fuch as, 

I hope, will adm^tof little difficulty on the part 
•f Fiance; and my utmoil endeavours ihal! 
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not be vv|iuing to procure all I am able to fo 
good an ally^ 

“ Thl* difference between tW barrier de- 
manded for the duke of Savoy, 1709, and 
the offers now made by France* is very incon- 
fjderable : but that prince having fo figiially 
diilinguilhed himlelfin the ferviceofthe com- 
mon caufe, lam endeavouring to prdfcure fot 
him Hill greater advantages. 

“ France has conlentcd, that the eleilor- 
palatine If all continue his prelcnt ra^k among 
the cIe<i>ors, and icmain in polfefiion of the 
Upper Palatinate. 

“ The eledfcral dignity is likewife acknow- 
ledged in the houfe of Hanover, according to 
article inferted, at that prince’s defiic, in 
my demarKls. 

‘‘ And as to the reft of the allies, I mike 
no doubt of being able to fecurc their I'evcral 
interefts. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“ I Have now communicated to you, not 
only the terms of peace, which may, by the 
future treaty, be obtained for my own fub^dls ; 
but likewife the propofala, for fatisfying our 
allies. 

“ The former are fuch as t have rcafon to 
expefi, to make my people fomc amends for 
that great and unequal burthen which they 
have Tain under, through the whole courft of 
1 5 thi?> 
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this war ; and I am willing to hope, tj\at none 
®f our confederates, and efpeci^lly. thofe to 
whom fo gr^.t acceflions of dominion and 
power are to^accrue by this peace, will envy 
Britain her ihai^c in the glory and advantage of 
it. 

*'* The latter are not yet fo perfectly ad- 
julled, *as a little more time might have ren- 
dered them ; but the feafon of the year make- 
ing it r.eceifiiry to put an end to this feffion, f 
jefolvcd ,no longer to defer communicating 
thele matters to you. 

1 can make no doubt, but you are fully 
perfuaded, that nothing will be neglefted on 
'jny part, in the progrefs of the negotiation, 
to brii.g the peace to an happy and^peedv 
fne ; and 1 depend on your entire confidence 
in me, and your chearful concurrence with 

The event of this bufinefs is fo very well 
itnown, that we hold it quite unneceflary ta 
fay any thing farther on the fubjedt, this quo-? 
tation having fully anfwered our purpofe of 
)deinon(lrating, what difficulties the miniller 
was iill^lvecl in, w'hofe Aation and inclination 
obiged him tO profecute this plan in oppofition 
to the different opinions of the many different 

which fprung up in an age fo remarkable 
fot its diffentionf and cabals, as to leave the 
greateft reafon to imagine his defigns had been 
better executed, but for the interruptions he 
teWiwed. 

Whi^ 



ROBERT H A R L tfg 

Whig |nd*Tory being two word# which arc 
often heard, but little underllooA it reems 
but proper, fn this place, to tlie reader 
an accou’.t of what w^s meant in the days 
of thofe patriots, which is d«ne clearly by 
Swift in his Examiner. 


Quis tulerit Gracchos de feditione querentes? 

THERE have been certain topics of re- 
proach, liberally bjflowed for fome )fars pall, 
by the Whigs and 'foiits, upon each other* 
We charge the foi nier with a defign of deftroy- 
ing the Ellabliflied Church, and introducing 
SK^natic^i and Free- thinking in its ftead. 

them as enemies to monarchy ; as 
endeavouring to undermine the prefcni form of 
government, Jiid to build a commonweal h, or 
iome new cheme of their own, upon its ruins. 
On the other fide, their clamours againft us, 
may be fummed up in thole formidable words. 
Popery, Arbitrary t*ower, and the Pretender. 

Our acculations againft them we endeavour 
to make good by certain overt afts ; fuch as 
their perpetually abufing the whole body of the 
clergy ; their declared con tern for the very 
order of priefthood ; their averhon againft 
epifcopacy ; the public encouragement and 
patronage they give to Tindall, Foland, and 
other atheirtical writers j their appearing as 
profeiTcd advocates, retained by the Difient* 

X 6 pi. 
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ers ; cxcujing their reparation, and kying the 
guilt of to the obftinacy of. the church ; 
their frequ^sf endeavours to repeal the Teft, 
and their fetving up the indulgence to fcrupu- 
lous confciences, as a point of greater import- 
ance than the eftablifljcd worfhip. The regard 
they bear to our Monaichy, hath agreed by 
their Open ridiculing the Martyrdom of king 
Charles the Fiift, in their Calves head Clubs, 
their common difeourfes, and their pamphlets : 
their defying the unnatural war raifed againft 
that prince, to have been a rebellion ; their 
juMfying his murder in the allowed papers of 
the week ; their induftry in publifhing and 
fpre^iding feditious and republican tradts ; fuch 
as Ludlow^s Memoirs, Sidney on Gqp^rnm 
and many others ; their cndlcfs lo^ ping of the 
prerogative, and mincing into nothing her 
majefty’s titles to the crown. 

What proofs they bring for our endeaveur- 
ing tointioduce Popery, Arbitrary Power, and 
the Pretender, I cannot readily tell, and would 
be glad to hear ; however, thofe important 
words having, by dextrous management, b^tri 
found of mighty fervice to the caufe, although 
applied with little Colour, either of rcafon or 
jull^,ce, I ha^e been confidering whether they 
may not be adapted to more proper objedlr^ 

As to Popery, which is the firft of thefe, to 
deal plainly, 1 can hardly think there is any 
fct of men among us, except the piofeflbrs of 
it, who have any intention to introduce it here ; 
^ but 
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ljut the ^ueftion is; Whether ^ pifnciples and 
praftices of ps, or the Whig^b«moft likely 
to mal?e way for it? It isjrj»wed on all 
hands, that, among the methoilf concerted at 
Rome, for bringing over England into the bo- 
fom of the catholic church, one of the chief 
was, to fend Jefuits, and other emilfaries, in 
lay-habits ; who perfonating tradefhien and 
mechanics, Ihould mix with the people, and, 
under the pretence of a further and purer re- 
formation, endeavour to divide us ijito as ma- 
ny feds as poflible; which would either put us 
under the ncceflity of returning to our old ^er- 
rors, to preferve Peace at home; or, by our 
Divifions, make way for Ibme powerful ncigh- 
^ ith the afliftance of the pope's per- 
infJSorwnd a confecratcd banner, to convert , 
and enllave us at once. 

If this^hajth been reckoned good politics, 
and it wa^e bell the Jefuit- Schools could in- 
vent, I appeal to any man, whether the Whigs, 
for many years pall, have not been employed 
in the very fame work ? I’hey profefled, on 
all occafions, that they knew no reafon why 
any one fyftem of Speculative Opinions, as 
they termed the dodrines of the church, fhould 
be ellablifhed more by law than another ; or 
why employments Ihould be confimd lo the 
religion of the magiftrate, and that called the^ 
Church Eflablifhcd. The grand maxim they 
laid down, was. That no mar, for the fake of 
a few Notions and Ceremonies, under the 

•names 
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names of ]JRo£lrii}c and Difciplln^^ Ihould be 
denied the tbef;,y of ferving his com. try ; as 
if places a begging, unleTs Cr^uwiullsf 

pamilifts, Singers, Quakers, Anabap- 

tiiis, and Muggktonians, would take them oiF 
pur hands. 

I have been fometimes imagining this 
fcheme brought to perfeilion, ai>d huw divert- 
ing it would look to fee half a dozen Sweet- 
Singers on the bench in their ennins, and two 
or three Quakers with their white Haves at 
court. 1 can only fay, this projedl is the very 
.counter-part of the late king James’s dcfigii, 
which he took up as the beH method for intio- 
.ducing his own religion, under the pictext of 
an univeifal Liberty of Conlcicnce ; ^nd th.^^^ 
jio difference in religion iliouJd inak>: iii 

his favour. Accordingly, to fave appearances, 
he dealt fomc employments among DifTenters 
.of moft denominations: and whaCVi^’* did. was, 
no doubt, in purfuauce of the bell advice he 
could at home or abioad ; but the church 
thought It the moll dangerous ftep he could 
take tor her delliuflion. it is true, king 
James admitted l^apifls among the rell, which 
Me Whigs would not; but this is fofficiently 
made pip by a muteriai circum (lance, wherein 
they Teem to have much out-done that prince, 
and to have carried their Liberty of Confcience 
to a hi‘ her point ; having granted it to all the 
clalfes of Free thinkers, which the nice con« 
fcience of a Popifii Prince would not give hipi 
• leave 
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leave to do and was there^ migpily over- 
feen; be/aufe it is agreed by lamed, that 
there is out a’ very narrov/ ftcpjf'A ^theifm 
to the other extreme, SuperftiniC So that, 
upon the whole, whether the Whigs had any 
real defign of bringing in Popery or no, ir is 
very plain, that they took the molV effectual 
ilep towards it ; and, if the jefuits liad been 
their immediate direflors, they could not have 
taught them better, nor have found apter fchoo 
lars. 

Their fbcond accufatlon is, That we encou- 
rage and maintain arbitrary power in princes ; 
and promote enflaving doctrines among the 
people. This they go about to prove by in- 
"Wic es ^^roducing the particular opinions of 
ceratr«|incs in king Charles the Second*® 
reign; ^decree of Oxford-univerfity, and 
fonie few writg^ ce the Revolution. What 
the pfinciple of Paffive obedi- 
cnccano Non refjftance, which thofe who af- 
firm, did, 1 believe, never intend fhould in- 
clude Arbitiary Power, H^nve^cr, although 
I am fenfible thar iris not reckoned prudent in 
a difpute, to make any conceffions without 
the lalk neceffity; yet 1 do agree, that, in my 
own private opinion, feme vpriters carry 
that tenet of Paffive-obedience to a height^ 
which feemed hardly confillent with the liber- * 
ties of a country, whofe laws can be neither 
enabled nor repealed, without the tonfent of the 
whole people ; I mean not thofe who affirm it 
due in general, as it certainly is to the IfgiHa- 

ture^ 
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ture : butnich fix it entirely in th^ princess 
perfon. hath, I believf, bt^n done 

by a very but when the Whigs (Juote au- 
thors to it upon us, they biing in al^ 

who mention il as a duty in general, without 
applying it to princes abllra£led fiom their fe- 

nate. . 

By tKus freely declaring my owp ientimenta 
of PalTive-obcdience, it will at lall appear, 
that I do not write for a party ; neither do I, 
upon any occafion, pretend to fpeak their fen- 
timents, but my own. 'Phe majority of the 
two houfes, and the prefent miniftry, if thofe 
be a party, fecm to me, in all their proceed- 
ings, to purfue the real intereil of church and 
Rate: and, if I fhall happen to dijfeT fw 
particular peifons among them, in a.i-.ngfe'iio- 
t'on about government, 1 luppole' they will 
DOt, upon that account, pe and my 

paper. However, as aii anlwer,^' ‘‘‘alf, 

to the tedious fcurrilicics of thofe idle 'people, 
who affirm, I am hired and direaed what to 
write; I mull here inform them, that their cen-- 
fure is an efFea of their piinciples; the prelent 
miniftry are under no nectflity of employing 
proftitute pens ; they have no dark defigns to 
prom'^te, by advancing Heterodox Opinions, 

^ But, to return, fuppofe two or three piivate 
divines, under king Charles the Second, did a 
little over-ftrain the dodlrine of Paffive-obedi- 
ence to princes; fomc allowance might be 
given to the memory of that unnatural rebel- 
aeainft his father, and the difmal confe- 
® quences 
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■qucnces pf Refiftancc. It by the 

proceecii/iis gf the churchmen^eftre and at 
the revolution, that this dodjl^vvas never 
defjgned to introduce Aibitrary rower. 

I look upon the Whigs and DifTcnters to be 
exactly of the fame political faith ; let us 
therefore fee what ft^are each of them had in 
advancing Arbitrary Power. It is nfanifefl:, 
that the Fanaticks made Cromwell the moft 
abiblute power in Chrillendom ; the Rump 
abolilhed the Houfe of Lords ; the Army abo- 
Hlhed the Rump ; and by this Army of faints 
he governed. The Diflenters took Liberty of 
Confcience and Employments from the late 
king James, as an acknowledgment of his 
Power ; which makes the king of 
Engiand^tebfolute as the Turk. The Whigs, 
under the Ate king, perpetually declared Fob 
keeping up ijoimes of peace j; 

whiS^ ,^n all ages.^eeJTSbe firft and 
great (Icp to the ruin of liberty. They were, 
beiides, difeovering every day their inclina- 
tions to deftroy the rights of the church ; and 
declared their opinion in all companies, againft 
biihops fitting in the Houfe of Peers; which 
was exadlly copying after their predteefTors of 
Forty-one. 1 need not fay, thar real inten- 
tions were to make the king abfolute ; but, 
whatever be the defigns of innovating men, 
they ufually end in a tyranny ; as we may fee 
by an hundred examples in Greece, and in the 
later commonwealths of Italy mentioned by 
Machiavftl. ^ 

In 
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In the tjf^id the Whigs us of 

a defign tVbf?iig in the Pretender and to 
give it a air of probability, tiiey flip- 

pofe the quS>i^to be a party in this defign ; 
which, howevdr, is no very extraordinary iup- 
pohtion in thofe who have advanced fuch fin- 
gular paradoxes concerning Greg and Guif- 
card. ‘Upon this article tlieir charge is gene- 
ral, without ever offering to produce an in- 
ftance. But I verily think and believe, it will 
appear no paradox, that a year or two after the 
Revolution, feveral leaders of that party had 
their ^pardons fent them by the late king 
James ; and had entered upon meafures to re- 
(lore , film, on account of feme difobligations 
they received from king William. ^ 

would a(k, Whether thofe who ar^Tiidt^‘''thc 
greateil ties of gratitude to kingf James, arc 
not at this day become zealous 

Whigs? And, -of vvuai parly ‘*;iiow 

who kept a long correfpondence with*6t. Ger- 
mains ? 

It is like wife very obfcrvablc, of late, tha{ 
the Whigs, upon all occafions, profefs their 
belief of the Pretender’s being no Irnpoftor, but 
41 real Prince, born of ^ the late queen’s body ; 
whic^, whether it be true or falfe, is very un- 
feafonably advanced, confidering the weight 
fuch an opinion muft have with the vulgar, if 
they once thoroughly believe it. Neither is it 
at all improbable, that the Pretender himfelf 
puts his chief hopes in the friendihip he cx- 
pe^ from the Dilfeuleis and Whi^; ; by his 

choice 
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choice to invade the kingdcAn^benlthe latter 
was moft /n credit : and ne hatn^fy to count 
upon thef former from the gracjJ' J treatment 
they received from his fuppofcE^ather, and 
their joyful acceptance of it. * But further ; 
What could be more confident wiih the W'hig- 
girti notion of a Revolution-piiuciple, than to 
bring in the Pretender? A Revolution-Prin- 
ciple, as their writings and diRouiTes have 
taught us to define it, is a principle perpetu- 
ally difpofing men to Revolutions : and this is 
fui table to the famous faying of a great Whig, 
that, The more Revolutions the better*;*^ 
which, how odd a maxim foever in appear- 
ance, I take to be the true charafleriftic the 

to turn round often ; yet, af- 
ter certain^e volutions, he lies down to reil : 
but heads u.fd er the dom inion of the Moon, are 
for Revo- 

luciodr-^reirdcs, the higs owe all theif 
wealth to Wars ard Revolutions ; ijke the girl 
at BarthoJomew-fair, who gets a‘ penny for 
turning round an hundred times with fwords 
in Iiei hands. 

To conclude, the Whigs have a natural fa- 
culty of bringing in Pretenelwrs, and^ will 
theiefore probably endeavour to bring in thq 
great one at lart. How many Pretenders to 
wit, honour, nobility, politics, have they 
brought in thefe laft twenty years ? In Ihort, 
they have been foinetinies able to procure a 
majority o( Pretenders in parliament; «nd 

wanted 
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wanted nf thin^to render the work ^compleat, 
except a at their head* 

After this defcription of the powerful dif- 
fentions which then intruded on that harmony 
which is neccfTary to perfect the wifeft defigns, 
our readers will lefs wonder to fee the endea- 
vours df this patriot fall fo ftiort of expectation t 
and give reafon to conjeClure, that the wifell 
of plans were frequently fubvcrted by the dif- 
cord of /he time. 

On the fifteenth of Augufi, 1711, at a ge- 
neral aflembiy of the South- Sea company, he 
was chofen their governor, as he had been 
their founder and chief regulator. On the 
twenty-fixth of OClober, 1712, he - 

a knight companion of the moll o 7 uCr of 
the garter. On the twenty-fever/. n of July,. 

1714, he refignM high-trea- 

furer of Grcat-^iifain, at Ken* r <<Jinto 
the queen’ hands ; fhe dying upon the hrft of 
Augull fo; lowing. On the tenth of June, 

1715, he was impeached by the houfe of 
commons of the crime of high~tre«fon, and 
high crimes and mifderaeanours ; and, on the 
fixteenth, was committed to the Tower by the 
houft of lords'll where he fuffered confinement 
till the firft of July, 1717 ; and then, after a 
public trial, was acquitted by his peers. He 
died in the fixty- fourth year of his age, on 
the twenty-firft of May, 1724, after having 
been twice married 

^ Mr. 
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Mr. Prpe has celebrated hiJ^eiD^ry in the 
fbllowin/linea ; H 

/ J 


A foul fupreme, in each hard in/lance try’d. 
Above all pain, all anger, and all pride j 
I he rage of power, the blail of public breath, 
The lull of lucre, and the dread of de^th. 
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